
 

 

 

     

   

       

     

 

 
   

  
 
 

 

   

 
                

             

             

            

             

 
           

           

                

                 

            

   
            

             

            

                 

           

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

630 GARDEN ST. SANTA BARBARA, CA 93101 

(805) 564-5578 | SantaBarbaraCA.gov 

PLANT MATERIALS 
FOR EL PUEBLO VIEJO 
DESIGN GUIDELINES CHECKLIST 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

INTRODUCTION 
The following is an updated list of plant materials recommended for use within the City of Santa 

Barbara El Pueblo Viejo (EPV) Landmark District. However, this list can be used throughout the City 

for any project seeking to use California native and Mediterranean plant material, or to install plants 

consistent with the City's goals for water efficiency and defensible space requirements. This list is 

intended only as a guideline, other plant materials may also be suitable for use. 

WATER WISE PLANTS 
Landscape plans must comply with Municipal Code Chapter 22.80, Landscape Design Standards for 

Water Conservation. Commercial properties must have 100% water wise plants, and residential 

properties must have at least 80% water wise plants. Water wise plants are those plants that are 

evaluated as needing "low" or "very low" amounts of irrigation water as defined and listed by Water Use 

Classifications of Landscape Species (WUCOLS) or the Santa Barbara Addendum to WUCOLS. 

HIGH FIRE HAZARD AREA PLANTS 
Specific plants are considered to be unacceptable in the landscape due to their flammable 

characteristics within high fire hazard areas. See the Wildland Fire webpage for more information on 

defensible space requirements. The absence of a particular plant from this list does not necessarily 

mean it is fire resistive nor does it imply that a particular plant will be approved by the Fire Code Official 

for landscaping in the High Fire Hazard Area. 
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Plant Materials for EPV 

PLANT MATERIALS CHECKLIST 

The following is a list of recommended plant materials. Although all the plants on this list are acceptable 

for use in EPV, not all plants on this list are water wise plants or suitable for use in the High Fire Area. 

An ✓ means the plant COMPLIES; an  means the plant does NOT COMPLY with the standard. 

Remember: Commercial properties must be 100% water wise, and residential properties must have at 

least 80% of the total landscaped area (excluding hardscape) planted with water wise plants. 

A. TREES 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Acacia farnesiana Sweet Acacia ✓ 

Agonis flexuosa Peppermint Tree ✓ ✓

Albizia julibrissin Silk Tree ✓ ✓

Arbutus unedo Strawberry Tree, especially ‘Marina’ ✓ ✓

Brachychiton acerifolius Flame Tree ✓ ✓

Callistemon species Bottlebrush ✓ 

Cassia leptophylla Gold MedallionTree ✓ ✓

Cedrus deodara Deodar Cedar ✓ 

Ceratonia siliqua Carob ✓ ✓

Cercis mexicana & Ceric occidentalis Mexican Redbud and Western Redbud ✓ ✓

Chorisia speciosa Floss SilkTree ✓ ✓

Cupressus macrocarpa Monterey Cypress ✓ 

Cupressus sempervirens Italian Cypress ✓ 

Dracaena draco Dragon Tree ✓ ✓

Erythrina species Coral Trees ✓ ✓

Eucalyptus citriodora Lemon-Scented Gum ✓ 

Eucalyptus cladocalyx Sugar Gum ✓ 

Eucalyptus globus 'Compacta' Dwarf Blue Gum ✓ 

Eucalyptus leucoxylon White Ironbark ✓ 

Eucalyptus nicholii Willow-Leafed Peppermint ✓ 

Eucalyptus polyanthemos Silver Dollar Gum ✓ 

Eucalyptus torquata Coral Gum ✓ 
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Plant Materials for EPV 

A. TREES 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Eucalyptus sideroxylon 'Rosea' Red or Pink Ironbark ✓ 

Eucalyptus species Eucalyptus ✓ 

Eucalyptus viminalis Manna Gum ✓ 

Geijera parviflora Australian Willow ✓ ✓

Grevillea robusta Silk Oak ✓ ✓

Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon ✓ ✓

Jacaranda mimosifolia Jacaranda ✓ ✓

Juniperus spp. Juniper ✓ 

Koelreuteria paniculata Goldenrain Tree ✓ ✓

Laurus nobilis Grecian Laurel ✓ ✓

Leptospermum laevigatum Australian Tea Tree ✓ 

Leptospermum scoparium New Zealand Tea Tree ✓ 

Lophostemon confertus Tristania/ Brisbane Box ✓ ✓

Lyonothamnus floridbundus spp. Catalina Ironwood ✓ ✓

Melaleuca quinquenervia Cajeput Tree ✓ ✓

Metrosideros excelsus New Zealand Christmas Tree ✓ ✓

Myrica californica Pacific Wax Myrtle ✓ ✓

Nolina parryi Bear Grass ✓ ✓

Olea europaea European Olive (or fruitless ‘Swan Hill’) ✓ ✓

Parkinsonia aculeata Mexican Palo Verde ✓ ✓

Pinus canariensis Canary Island Pine ✓ 

Pinus eldarica Afghan Pine ✓ 

Pinus pinea Italian Stone Pine ✓ 

Pinus torreyana Torrey Pine ✓ 

Pistacia chinensis Chinese Pistache ✓ ✓

Quercus agrifolia Coast live Oak ✓ ✓

Quercus ilex Holly Oak ✓ ✓

Quercus suber Cork Oak ✓ ✓

Quercus tomentella Island Oak ✓ ✓
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Plant Materials for EPV 

A. TREES 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Schinus molle California Pepper ✓ 

Strelitzia nicolai Giant Bird of Paradise ✓ ✓

Thevetia peruviana Yellow Oleander ✓ ✓

Yucca australis Yucca ✓ ✓

Ziziphus jujuba Chinese Jujube ✓ ✓

Acacia pendula Weeping Acacia  

Acer negundo var. californicum California Box Elder  ✓

Alnus cordata Italian Alder  ✓

Araucaria cunninghamii Hoop Pine  

Bauhinia variegata Purple Orchid Tree  ✓

Cinnamomum camphora Camphora  

Citrus species Orange, Lemon, Lime, Grapefruit  ✓

Cordyline indivisa Blue Draceaena Palm  

Cupaniopsis anacardioides Carrot Wood Tree  ✓

Cupressocyparis leylandii Leyland Cypress  

Diospyros species Persimmon  ✓

Eriobotrya deflexa Bronze Loquat  ✓

Eriobotrya japonica Loquat  ✓

Ficus carica Mission Fig  ✓

Ficus florida Ficus Tree  ✓

Ficus macrophylla Moreton Bay Fig  ✓

Ficus rubiginosa Rustyleaf Fig  ✓

Fortunella margarita Kumquat  ✓

Fraxinus oxycarpa Raywood Ash  ✓

Fraxinus uhdei Evergreen Ash  ✓

Gleditsia triacanthos var.inermis Thornless Honey Locust  ✓

Hymenosporum flavum Sweet Shade  ✓

Ilex altaclarensis 'Wilsonii' Wilson Holly  ✓

Libocedrus decurrens (Calocedrus) Incense Cedar  

Magnolia grandiflora Southern Magnolia  ✓

Magnolia soulangiana Saucer Magnolia  ✓
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Plant Materials for EPV 

A. TREES 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Magnolia species Magnolia  ✓

Maytenus boaria Mayten Tree  ✓

Musa species Banana  ✓

Persea amerciana Avocado  ✓

Pinus patula Jelecote Pine  

Pinus radiata Monterey Pine  

Platanus acerifolia London Plane Tree  ✓

Platanus racemosa Western Sycamore  ✓

Podocarpus gracilior Fern Pine  

Psidium cattleianum Strawberry Guava  ✓

Pyrus kawakamii Evergreen Pear  ✓

Schefflera actinophylla Queensland Umbrella Tree  ✓

Schinus terebinthifolius Brazilian Pepper  ✓

Sequoia sempervirens Coast Redwood  ✓

Tabebuia chrysotricha Golden Trumpet Tree  ✓

Tabebuia impetiginosa Pink / Lavender Trumpet Tree  ✓

Taxus baccata 'Stricta' Irish Yew  

Tupidanthus calyptratus Schefflera Pueckleri  ✓

Ulmus parvifolia Chinese Evergreen Elm  ✓

B. PALMS 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Archontophoenix cunninghamiana King Palm ✓ 

Brahea armata Mexican Blue Palm ✓ 

Brahea edulis Guadalupe Palm ✓ 

Butia capitata Pindo Palm ✓ 

Chamaerops h. ‘cerifera’ Blue Mediterranean Fan Palm ✓ 

Chamaerops humilis Mediterranean Fan Palm ✓ 

Phoenix canariensis Canary Island Date Palm ✓ 

Rhapis excelsa Lady Palm ✓ 

Syagrus romanzoffianum Queen Palm ✓ 

Trachycarpus fortunei Windmill Palm ✓ 
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Plant Materials for EPV 

B. PALMS 

Botanical Name 

Washingtonia filifera 

Washingtonia robusta 

Caryota urens 

Chamaedorea species 

Butia eriospatha 

Howea forsteriana 

Livistona chinensis 

Phoenix reclinata 

Phoenix roebelenii 

Common Name 

California Fan Palm 

Mexican Fan Palm 

Fishtail Palm 

Chamaedorea Palm 

Woolly Butia Palm 

Paradise Palm (Kentia) 

Chinese Fan Palm 

Senegal Date Palm 

Pigmy Date Palm 

Water Wise 

✓

✓















High Fire 



















C. FERNS 

Botanical Name 

Cyathea cooperi 

Dicksonia antarctica 

Common Name 

Australian Tree Fern 

Tasmanian Tree Fern 

Water Wise 





High Fire 

✓

✓

Polypodium aureum 

Polystichum munitum 

Woodwardia fimbriata 

Rabbit’s Foot Fern 

Sword Fern 

Chain Fern 







✓

✓

✓

D. SHRUBS 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Abutilon palmeria Indian Mallow ✓ ✓

Agapanthus species Lily-of-the-Nile ✓ ✓

Aloe species Aloe ✓ ✓

Alyogyne huegelii Blue Hibiscus ✓ ✓

Arctostaphylos species Manzanita ✓ 

Buxus microphylla japonica Japanese Boxwood ✓ ✓

Calliandra eriophylla Fairy Duster ✓ ✓

Carissa cultivars Natal Plum ✓ ✓

Carpenteria californica Bush Anemone ✓ ✓

Cassia artemesiodes Feathery Cassia ✓ ✓

Cassia tomentosa Woolly Senna ✓ ✓
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Plant Materials for EPV 

D. SHRUBS 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Ceanothus species Ceanothus ✓ ✓

Cercis occidentalis Western Redbud ✓ ✓

Cistus species Rockrose ✓ ✓

Correa species Australian fuchsia ✓ ✓

Cotoneaster spp. (shrubs) Cotoneaster (various species) ✓ ✓

Dendromecon harfordii Island Bush Poppy ✓ ✓

Doryanthes Palmeri Spearlily ✓ ✓

Eriogonum species Buckwheat (several variations) ✓ 

Erythrina crista-galli Cockspur Coral Tree ✓ ✓

Feijoa sellowiana Pineapple Guava (small tree/shrub) ✓ ✓

Fremontodendron spp. & cvs. Common Flannel Bush ✓ 

Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon (small tree/shrub) ✓ ✓

Jasminum spp. Jasmine (various species) ✓ 

Juniper species Juniper (various species) ✓ 

Kalanchoe species Felt Plant (various species) ✓ ✓

Lantana species Lantana ✓ ✓

Leonotis leonurus Lion's Tail ✓ ✓

Leptospermum laevigatum 'Reevesii' Dwarf Australian Tea Tree ✓ ✓

Ligustrum japonicum Privet ✓ ✓

Malva assurgentiflora and cvs. California Tree Mallow ✓ ✓

Melaleuca species Melaleuca (various species) ✓ 

Myoporum laetum Myoporum ✓ ✓

Myrtus communis Myrtle ✓ ✓

Myrtus communis 'Compacta' Dwarf Myrtle ✓ ✓

Nandina domestica Heavenly Bamboo ✓ ✓

Nerium oleander Oleander ✓ ✓

Pittosporum species Mock Orange ✓ ✓

Phlomis purpurea Jeruselem Sage ✓ ✓

Prunus caroliniana Carolina Laurel Cherry ✓ ✓

Punica granatum varieties Pomegranate (esp. dwarf varieties) ✓ ✓
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Plant Materials for EPV 

D. SHRUBS 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Raphiolepis species Raphiolepis ✓ ✓

Rhamnus californica Coffeeberry ✓ ✓

Rhamus species Rhamus ✓ ✓

Rhus ovata Sugar Bush ✓ ✓

Rosmarinus species Rosemary (dwarf variety allowed) ✓ 

Sollya heterophylla Australian Blue Bell Creeper ✓ ✓

Teucrium fruticans Bush Germander ✓ ✓

Westringia species Coast Rosemary ✓ ✓

Xylosma congestum Xylosma ✓ ✓

Abelia grandiflora Glossy Abelia  ✓

Alcea rosea Hollyhock  ✓

Aucuba japonica Japanese Aucuba  ✓

Bamburanta species Bamburanta  ✓

Brunfelsia calycina 'Floribunda' Yesterday-Today- and-Tomorrow  ✓

Camellia varieties Camellia  ✓

Ceratostigma plumbaginoides Dwarf Plumbago  ✓

Cestrum nocturnum Nightblooming Jessamine  ✓

Cheiranthus 'Bowles Mauve’ Lavender Wallflower  ✓

Choisya ternata Mexican Mock Orange  ✓

Coleonema album White Breath of Heaven  ✓

Dahlia arborea Tree Dahlia  ✓

Datura suaveolens Angel's Trumpet  ✓

Duranta repens Sky Flower  ✓

Escallonia species Escallonia  ✓

Euphorbia species Euphorbia (various species)  ✓

Fatsia japonica Japanese Aralia  ✓

Gaultheria shallon Salal  ✓

Grewia occidentalis Lavender Star Flower  ✓

Hibiscus species Hibiscus (various species)  ✓

Hydrangea species Hydrangea  ✓
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Plant Materials for EPV 

D. SHRUBS 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Ilex aquifolium cultivars English Holly  ✓

Ilex cornuta cultivars Chinese Holly  ✓

Ilex vomitoria 'Nana' Dwarf Yaupon  ✓

Ilex cornuta cultivars (Yaupon/Cassina)  ✓

Justicia brandegeana Shrimp Plant  ✓

Mahonia species Grape Holly (various species)  

Milla biflora Mexican Star  ✓

Murraya exotica Orange Jessamine  ✓

Osmanthus spp. Sweet Olive  ✓

Pelargonium species Geranium  ✓

Plectranthus species Plectranthus  ✓

Podocarpus macrophyllus maki Shrubby Yew Pine  

Psidium cattleianum Strawberry Guava  ✓

Rosa species, particularly old-
fashioned types, varieties, hybrids 

(various species)  ✓

Solanum jasminoides Potato Vine  ✓

Tecomaria capensis Cape Honeysuckle  ✓

Thuja species Arborvitae  

Viburnum tinus 'Robustum' Roundleaf Laurustinus  ✓

Vinca rosea Madagascar Periwinkle  ✓

E. PERENIALS 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Achillea millefolium (native) Yarrow ✓ ✓

Anigozanthos species Kangaroo Paw ✓ ✓

Hemerocallis hybrids Daylily ✓ ✓

Lavandula species Lavender ✓ ✓

Limonium perezii Sea Lavender ✓ ✓

Moraea species (winter growing) Moraea Iris ✓ ✓

Penstemon species SW native spp/cvs. Penstemon (SW natives) ✓ ✓

Salvia species Sage (various species) ✓ 
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Plant Materials for EPV 

E. PERENIALS 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Armeria maritima var. vulgaris Sea Pink  ✓

Chrysanthemum frutescens Marguerite Daisy  ✓

Heuchera species Coral Bell  ✓

Iris species Iris  ✓

Nepeta faassenii and varieties Catmint  ✓

Scaevola 'Mauve Clusters' Scaevola  ✓

Zephyranthes candida Fairy Lily  ✓

F. ACCENTS 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Agave americana Century Plant ✓ ✓

Agave species (esp. Agave attenuata) Agave (various species) ✓ ✓

Agave vilmoriniana Octopus Agave ✓ ✓

Artemisia species Artemisia ✓ 

Cactus family (various species) ✓ ✓

Clivia miniata Kaffir Lily ✓ ✓

Crassula argentea and varieties Jade Plant ✓ ✓

Crassula species Crassula (various species) ✓ ✓

Echium fastuosum Pride of Madeira ✓ ✓

Juncus patens and cvs. Califorum Rush ✓ ✓

Kniphofia uvaria Redhot Poker ✓ ✓

Leucodendron species Leucodenron ✓ ✓

Phormium species New Zealand Flax (various species) ✓ ✓

Romneya coulteri Matilija Poppy ✓ ✓

Sedum species (some are groundcovers) Sedum ✓ ✓

Spartium junceum Spanish Broom ✓ 

Strelitzia reginae Bird of Paradise ✓ ✓

Tibouchina semidecandra Princess Flower ✓ ✓

Yucca aloifolia Spanish Bayonet ✓ ✓

Yucca pendula glauca Yucca ✓ ✓
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Plant Materials for EPV 

F. ACCENTS 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Acanthus mollis Architect’s Plant  ✓

Begonia semperflorens Begonia  ✓

Centaurea ragusina Dusty Miller  ✓

Helictotrichon sempervirens Blue Oat Grass  ✓

Helichrysum species Licorice Plant  ✓

Monstera deliciosa Split-Leaf Philodendrun  ✓

G. VINES 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Antigonon leptopus Rosa de Montana ✓ ✓

Bougainvillea cultivars Bougainvillea ✓ 

Clematis lasiantha Clematis ✓ ✓

Distictis buccinatoria Blood-Red Trumpet Vine ✓ ✓

Ficus pumila Creeping Fig ✓ ✓

Hedera canariensis, Hedera helix Algerian ivy, English ivy ✓ 

Jasminum species Jasmine ✓ ✓

Lonicera hildebrandiana Giant Burmese Honeysuckle ✓ ✓

Parthenocissus tricuspidata 'Veitchii' Dwarf Boston Ivy ✓ ✓

Rosa banksiae Lady Banks' Rose ✓ ✓

Wisteria sinensis Wisteria ✓ ✓

Beaumontia grandiflora Easter Lily Vine  ✓

Cissus capensis Evergreen Grape  ✓

Cissus rhombifolia Grape Ivy  ✓

Cissus species Cissus  ✓

Clytostoma callistegioides Violet Trumpet Vine  ✓

Distictis 'Rivers' Royal Trumpet Vine  ✓

Hibbertia scandens Guinea gold vine  ✓

Pandorea jasminoides Bower Vine  ✓

Passiflora species Passion Flower Vine  ✓
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Plant Materials for EPV 

G. VINES 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Podranea ricasoliana Pink Trumpet Vine  ✓

Stigmaphyllon species Orchid Vine  ✓

Tecomaria capensis Cape Honeysuckle  

Vitis species Grape Vine  ✓

H. GROUNDCOVERS 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Arctostaphylos ‘Emerald Carpet’ Emerald Carpet Manzanita ✓ 

Baccharis pilularis (and 'Twin Peaks') Coyote Brush ✓ 

Carex flacca Blue Sedge ✓ ✓

Ceanothus griseus var. horizontalis Ceanothus Groundcover ✓ ✓

Convolvulus cneorum or mauritanicus Bush and Ground MorningGlory ✓ ✓

Dymondia margaretae Dymondia ✓ ✓

Festuca glauca Blue Fescue (ornamental grass) ✓ ✓

Hedera helix (cultivars) English Ivy ✓ 

Juniper species Juniper (various species) ✓ 

Lippia nodiflora Kurapia ✓ ✓

Malephora species Prostrate Myoporum (Rocky point ice plant) ✓ ✓

Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Irene’ Creeping Rosemary ✓ ✓

Achillea tomentosa aurea Yellow Woolly Yarrow ✓ ✓

Santolina species Lavender Cotton (various species) ✓ ✓

Sedum spathulifolium Sedum ✓ ✓

Sedum species Sedum ✓ ✓

Senecio serpens Blue Chalk Sticks ✓ 

Thymus praecox Mother-of-Thyme ✓ ✓

Ajuga reptans Carpet Bugle  ✓

Anthemis nobilis Chamomile  ✓

Campanula poscharskyana Serbian Bellflower  ✓

Fragaria chiloensis Wild Strawberry  ✓
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Plant Materials for EPV 

H. GROUNDCOVERS 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Iberis sempervirens Evergreen Candytuft  ✓

Laurentia fluviatilis Blue Star Creeper  ✓

Liriope species Lily Turf  ✓

Lobularia maritime Sweet Alyssum  ✓

Lysimachia nummularia Moneywort  ✓

Ophiopogon japonicus Mondo Grass  ✓

Vinca minor and V.major Periwinkle  

I. Parking Lot Canopy Trees 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Acacia stenophylla Shoestring Acacia ✓ 

Arbutus ‘Marina’ Marina Strawberry Tree ✓ ✓

Brachychiton populneus Bottle Tree ✓ ✓ 

Cassia excelsa Crown Of Gold ✓ ✓ 

Eucalyptus ficifolia Red Flowering Gum ✓  

Eucalyptus leucoxylon White Ironbark ✓  

Jacaranda mimosifolia Jacaranda ✓ ✓

Melaleuca styphelioides Prickley Paperbark ✓  

Metrocediros excelsus New Zealand Christmas Tree ✓ ✓ 

Pistaia chinensis Chinese Pistache ✓ ✓ 

Podocarpus gracilior Fern Pine ✓  

Quercus suber Cork Oak ✓ ✓

Stenocarpus sinuatus Firewheel Tree ✓ ✓ 

Acer paxii Evergreen Maple  ✓

Acrocarpus fraxinifolius Pink Cedar  ✓

Bauhinia variegata Purple Orchid Tree  ✓

Calodendrum capense Cape Chestnut  ✓

Cedrela fissilis Cigarbox Tree  ✓

Chionanthus retusus Fringe Tree  ✓
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Plant Materials for EPV 

I. Parking Lot Canopy Trees 

Botanical Name Common Name Water Wise High Fire 

Cupaniopsis anacardiodes Carrotwood  ✓

Firmiana simplex Chinese Parasol Tree  ✓

Koelreuteria bipinnata Chinese Flame Tree  ✓

Magnolia grandiflora Southern Magnolia  ✓

Morus alba White Mulberry  ✓

Platanus acerifolia London Plane Tree  ✓

Pyrus calleryana Bradford Pear  ✓

Pyrus kawakamii Evergreen Pear  ✓

Quercus virginiana Southern Live Oak  ✓

Sophora japonica Japanese Pagoda Tree  ✓

Spathodea campanulata African Tulip Tree  ✓

Tabebuia ipe Pink Trumpet Tree  ✓

Tabebuia chrysotrica Golden Trumpet Tree  ✓

Tristania conferta Brisbane Box  ✓

Tip! If you don’t see a plant listed here, please visit the City’s Landscape Design Standards webpage and 

contact Water Conservation staff at (805) 564-5460. If located in the High Fire Area, contact Fire Prevention 

at (805) 564-5702 email: FireInspectors@SantaBarbaraCA.gov 
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