
Goleta Slough Access Permit 
Application Package 

 
The Goleta Slough State Ecological Reserve is a sensitive habitat area that can 
be easily disturbed by human intrusion.  Further, a significant portion of the 
Slough is within the secure area of Santa Barbara Airport, where public access 
must be restricted due to Federal security regulations.  Therefore, the Airport and 
Goleta Slough Local Coastal Program (LCP) limits public access to the Slough to 
specific activities which are compatible to the survival of the Slough including: 
 

1. Security of the Airport; 
2. Maintenance of the Slough for both flood control and mosquito 

abatement purposes; and  
3. Education and research. 

 
Santa Barbara Municipal Code (SBMC) §18.08.070 restricts pedestrian access to 
the portion of Goleta Slough that is within the Airport Operations Area (AOA) to 
those individuals granted a permit by the Airport Director.  Further, per SBMC 
§29.25.040, individuals of groups wishing to enter Goleta Slough who are not 
employees of the City of Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara Flood Control District, 
California Department of Fish and Game or Santa Barbara Coastal Vector 
Control District are required to complete a research release, indemnity and 
assumption of risk agreement. 
 
The following rules apply to those individuals and organizations requesting 
access to Goleta Slough: 
 

1. Persons or organizations requesting access shall submit an application to 
the Airport Director at least three working days prior to the first date of 
requested access.  Access to portions of the Slough within the Airport 
Operations Area (AOA) will be strictly limited to those individuals or 
organizations conducting research or educational activities that can only 
be carried out within the restricted portion of the Slough.  If the activities 
can be reasonably carried in portions of the Slough outside of the AOA, 
then the Airport Director will request that individual or organization carry 
out the activities in a non-restricted area.   

2. All of the requested information shall be filled in on the application form, 
including the full names, addresses and telephone numbers of all persons 
requesting access, and a detailed description of the purpose of the visit.  
The applicant must clearly state the reasons for requiring access to the 
AOA. 

3. Once Airport Director approval is obtained and prior to access to the AOA, 
all persons requesting access must complete a research release, 
indemnity and assumption of risk agreement. 

4. While inside the AOA, visitors shall be escorted by Airport personnel 
designated by the Airport Director and shall wear an orange safety vest at 
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all times.  If multiple visits are requested, then participants shall call Airport 
Administration at least three working days prior to each visit to arrange for 
an escort.  Although the Airport will do its best to accommodate the 
arrangements requested by the applicant, the timing of Slough visits, the 
locations available to visit within the Slough and the number of visitors 
allowed may be adjusted at any time at the discretion of the Airport 
Director based on the availability of staff to conduct escort duties and 
conditions on the airfield or within the Slough. 

5. Visitors shall follow all directions provided by their escort at all times.  
Failure to follow an escort’s direction may lead criminal penalties, removal 
of the individual from the AOA, withdrawal of permission for the current 
Goleta Slough access request and denial of future Goleta Slough access 
requests. 
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Goleta Slough Access Permit 
Application Form 

 
1. Provide the name, address, phone number and the organization represented 

for each individual requesting access: 
 
Name   Address    Phone #  Organization 
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
(Attach additional sheets if necessary) 
 
2. Provide the name, address, phone number and organization of the primary 

contact person for this application: 
 
Name   Address    Phone #  Organization 
 
             
 
2. Provide the date(s) and time(s) that access is requested: 
 
             
 
3. Identify the location(s) within the Slough for which access is requested 

(describe below and designate on the attached map): 
             
 
             
 
 
4. Provide a description of the research or educational purpose of the visit(s). 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
(Attach additional sheets if necessary) 
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5. Please provide an explanation of why the research or educational activity 
must be conducted within the portion of Goleta Slough within the Airport 
Operations Area (AOA). 

 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
 

Airport Use Only Below This Line 
 
 
This Permit is Subject to the Following Conditions: 
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
 
Expiration Date:   
 
 
Permit Granted by:     Date: 
 
             
 
Karen Ramsdell, Airport Director 
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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 

SANTA BARBARA AIRPORT/ GOLETA SLOUGH ECOLOGICAL RESERVE EDUCATION AND 
RESEARCH RELEASE AGREEMENT 

 
IN CONSIDERATION OF BEING PERMITTED TO PARTICIPATE IN OR RECEIVE ANY BENEFIT 
FROM EDUCATIONAL OR RESEARCH ACTIVITIES IN GOLETA SLOUGH ECOLOGICAL 
RESERVE OR TO USE ANY CITY FACILITIES OR EQUIPMENT IN CONNECTION WITH 
EDUCATIONAL OR RESEARCH ACTIVITIES IN GOLETA SLOUGH ECOLOGICAL RESERVE, 
THE UNDERSIGNED AGREES TO THE FOLLOWING: 
 
1. THE UNDERSIGNED HEREBY RELEASES, WAIVES, DISCHARGES AND COVENANTS NOT 
TO SUE THE CITY OF SANTA BARBARA, ITS EMPLOYEES, OFFICERS AND AGENTS 
(hereinafter referred to as “releasees”) from all liability to the undersigned, his or her personal 
representatives, assigns, heirs, and next of kin for any loss, damage, or claim therefore on account of 
any injury to the person or property of the undersigned, whether caused by any negligent act or 
omission of the releasees or otherwise while the undersigned is participating in or benefiting from 
educational or research activities in Goleta Slough Ecological Reserve or using any City facilities or 
equipment in connection with educational or research activities in Goleta Slough Ecological Reserve. 
 
2.  THE UNDERSIGNED HEREBY AGREES TO INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS the releasees 
from all liability, claims, demands, causes of action, charges, expenses, and attorney fees (including 
attorney fees to establish the releasee’s right to indemnity or incurred on appeal) resulting from 
participation in or benefiting from educational or research activities in Goleta Slough Ecological 
Reserve whether caused by any negligent act or omission of the releasees or otherwise. 
 
3.  THE UNDERSIGNED HEREBY ASSUMES FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR AND RISK OF BODILY 
INJURY, DEATH OR PROPERTY DAMAGE while participating in or benefiting from the educational 
or research activities in Goleta Slough Ecological Reserve whether caused by any negligent act or 
omission of releasees, any defective product, the defective maintenance or operation of any 
equipment or otherwise. 
 
The undersigned expressly agrees that the foregoing release and waiver, indemnity agreement and 
assumption of risk are intended to be as broad and inclusive as permitted by California law and that if 
any portion thereof be held invalid, notwithstanding, the balance shall continue in full legal force and 
effect. 
 
I acknowledge that I have read the foregoing and that I am aware of the legal consequences of 
this agreement, including that it prevents me from suing the City or its employees, agents, or 
officers if I am injured or damaged for any reason as a result of participation in educational or 
research activities in Goleta Slough Ecological Reserve.  I further acknowledge that no oral 
representations, statements or inducements have been made. 

 
 
DATED: _____________________   Print Name______________________________ 
 
 
     Signature_______________________________ 
 
If the participant is a minor, his or her custodial parent or legal guardian must read and execute this 
agreement: I hereby warrant that I am the legal guardian or custodial parent of 
_______________________________, who is a minor, and agree, on my own and on said minor’s 
behalf to the terms and conditions of the foregoing agreement. 
 
Signature of Parent or Guardian ___________________________ Date ________________ 


