
We’ve gotten a lot of questions recently about jurisdictions and how it is determined which agen-
cies respond to various incidents and emergencies.  The answer is not simple but for many inci-
dents the answer is whoever has jurisdiction over that area.  There are exceptions to this rule 
though, for instance, an incident like a large fire, may overwhelm the local agency whose is the 
jurisdiction with authority.  If this happens there are agreements and plans already in place to 
get more support from other agencies who then would assist in the command of the incident.  
Did you know that in Santa Barbara County alone we have three different levels of government 
agencies just for fire and another three dedicated to law enforcement!  Here is a quick cheat 
sheet of which agencies oversee what areas within the county. Remember, both fire and law en-
forcement agencies at all levels run several different types of calls including traffic accidents, 
hazardous materials and medical calls.  Many times multiple agencies will be dispatched to the 
same call such as fire, law enforcement, and Emergency Medical Services (EMS). 

Who Responds During Emergencies? 
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12–Months to Preparedness 
Clothing!   

Since you are probably going to be taking advantage of some back to school sales pretty soon now is 

a good time to set aside some lightly used clothes for your emergency kit.  Each member of your fam-

ily should have a full change of clothes, including close-toed shoes, in your kit.  Jeans or sturdy work 

pants are ideal and long sleeve shirt is preferable.  Remember it is much easier to turn pants into 

shorts than shorts into pants!  Lastly, don’t forget underwear!  You may want to include several pairs 

of underwear and socks in your go-kit for multi day situations.  If  this was an easy contribution to 

your go kit, consider also throwing in a laundry line and some laundry detergent for bonus points! 

Check expiration dates!   

It’s been about six months now since you included food in your emergency kit so it is high time to 

check those expiration dates and begin rotating out the food that will be expiring soon.  If you are 

looking for a challenge, you can check out some emergency rations recipes—if you find or create a 

good one send it to us and we’ll publish it next month!   If you’re still looking for some ideas for food 

to include in your emergency kit check here and here. 

Get Ready, Santa Barbara! 
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2014! 

Fire Departments 

City Level: Santa Barbara Fire Department, in the red 

trucks, is the first line of fire dispatch for events that 

occur within Santa Barbara city limits (or at the Santa 

Barbara Airport). 8 stations total. 

County Level: Santa Barbara County Fire Department, 

in the white trucks, answers calls in unincorporated parts 

of the county, like New Cuyama, and contracts to provide 

services in cities that do not have their own fire depart-

ments such as Goleta, Santa Ynez and Buellton.  16 sta-

tions total.  Some counties in California do not have a 

county fire department and rely on CalFire, a state 

agency, for these services.  

Federal Level: Federal wild land areas within the county 

are under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Forest Service, in 

the green trucks.  Locally this includes areas of highway 

154 and the Los Padres National Forest.  9 stations plus 

an airbase in SB county. 

Law Enforcement 

City Level: Santa Barbara Police Department provides 

law enforcement in The City of Santa Barbara and are 

the first line of law enforcement dispatch within city lim-

its.   

County Level: Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s Depart-

ment, like the County Fire Department, provides law-

enforcement to unincorporated parts of the county and 

contracts with cities within the county who do not have 

their own police department such as Goleta and Carpin-

teria. 

State Level: California Highway Patrol is responsible for 

all highways in CA including 101.  Santa Barbara County 

is part of the coastal division of the CHP.  There are three 

highway patrol offices in the county in Buellton, Santa 

Maria and Goleta. 

http://emergencykitcookoff.blogspot.com/p/recipes.html
http://www.ehow.com/info_8101071_survival-food-suggestions.html
http://www.livestrong.com/article/245396-basic-survival-food-list
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/fire/default.asp
http://www.sbcfire.com/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/lpnf
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/police/default.asp
http://www.sbsheriff.org/
http://www.sbsheriff.org/
http://www.chp.ca.gov/


This year we have been taking you through 

some snippets of the Community Emer-

gency Response Team curriculum. Team 

Building/Organization is a unit in that pro-

gram. During a disaster situation there are 

three primary goals: 

Maintain Safety 

Provide Clear leadership 

Improve the effectiveness of rescue 

efforts 

 

The organization structure used by all fire 

departments is called the Incident Com-

mand System or ICS. The Incident Com-

mand System provides a well-defined man-

agement structure, manageable span of 

control that provides for desirable rescuer-

to-supervisor ration, common terminology, 

consolidated action plans comprehensive 

resource management and accountability.  

History of ICS Development - ICS re-
sulted from the obvious need for a new 
approach to the problem of managing rap-
idly moving wildfires in the early 1970s. At 
that time, emergency managers faced a 
number of problems. 

Too many people reporting to one su-

pervisor. 

Different emergency response organiza-

tional structures. 

Lack of reliable incident information. 

Inadequate and incompatible communi-

cations. 

Lack of a structure for coordinated plan-

ning between agencies. 

Unclear lines of authority. 

Terminology differences between agen-

cies. 

Unclear or unspecified incident objec-

tives. 
 

Designing a standardized emergency man-
agement system to remedy the problems 

listed above took several years and exten-
sive field testing. The Incident Command 
System was developed by an interagency 
task force working in a cooperative local, 
state, and federal interagency effort called 
FIRESCOPE (Firefighting Resources of Cali-
fornia Organized for Potential Emergen-
cies). 
 
Early in the development process, four es-
sential requirements became clear: 

1. The system must be organizationally 
flexible to meet the needs of incidents of 
any kind and size. 

2. Agencies must be able to use the sys-
tem on a day-to-day basis for routine 
situations as well as for major emergen-
cies. 

3. The system must be sufficiently stan-
dard to allow personnel from a variety of 
agencies and diverse geographic loca-
tions to rapidly meld into a common 

management structure. 
4. The system must be cost effective 
 

Disasters create a dynamic, ever-changing 
environment. ICS gives an organizational 
framework that is flexible and can expand 
or contract depending on the on-going as-
sessment of the priorities.  
The basic ICS structure is established by 
the person who arrives first on the scene. 
This person becomes the Incident Com-
mander, he or she may assign a chief to 
oversee, as needed, the four ICS Command 
Functions.  

Position Descriptions: 
Incident Command-Provides overall leader-
ship for the incident, ensures safety, estab-
lishes objectives delegates authority to oth-

ers and provides information to internal 
and external parties. 

Operations—Directs and coordinates all 
tactical operations, is one of the first func-
tions to be assigned.  

Planning-Tracks situation status, prepares 
the incident action plan, develops alterna-
tive strategies, and provides documentation 
services. 

Logistics-Provides communications, food, 
and medical support to the Team members, 
and manages supplies, facilities and equip-
ment.  
 

Finance-Contract negotiation and monitor-
ing, timekeeping, cost analysis, and com-
pensation for injury or damage to property. 
 
Remember that nothing can be achieved on 
your own, so begin to build a team today! 
 

Excerpts taken from NWCG - History of ICS 1994 

Building a Team—ICS 
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2009 Jesusita Fire Staging Area at Earl 

Warren Showgrounds.  

The Incident Command 

System provides a well-

defined management 

structure, manageable span 

of control that provides for 

desirable rescuer-to-

supervisor ration, common 

terminology, consolidated 

action plans comprehensive 

resource management and 

accountability 

 

T.E.A.M. 
Together Everyone Achieves More  
                             - Anonymous 

T.E.A.M. 
T 

http://www.leadership-with-you.com/team-building-quotes.html


Fiesta has been a long standing tradition in 
Santa Barbara dating back to 1924 when the 
first Old Spanish Days were held.  There was a 
feeling, at the time, among the business com-
munity that Santa Barbara needed a summer 
time celebration to draw visitors who previ-
ously only came in the winter. As luck would 
have it 1924 also marked the re-opening of the 
Lobero Theater, which had previously been 
sitting unused for several years. The Commu-
nity Arts Association (CAA) purchased the 
building in 1922 and upon finishing the re-
model the then director of CAA, Hamilton 
McFadden, gathered a group of business men 
to plan a celebration to mark the occasion. A 
week-long celebration on a $5,000 budget was 
planned to include a parade, rodeo, music and 
other events and a gala celebration at the 
theater. Mayor Charles M. Andrea deemed the 
week of activities Old Spanish Days and pro-
claimed that it would become a yearly event.    
 

The Parade - The original El Desfile Historico, 
or the Historical Parade, was placed in the 
hands of Dwight Murphy, a local breeder of 
Palomino horses and by some accounts the 
man responsible for giving Santa Barbara its 
Spanish influence.  He, along with a committee 
and a $200 budget met and decided on an 
historical theme.   The committee then met 
with members of the De la Guerra and Ortega 

families (both long standing Santa Barbara 
families) to get information on early Spanish 
customs to make the parade as accurate as 
possible. The very next year in 1925 Murphy 
served as the first El Presidente. Today the 
parade remains one of the largest equestrian 
parades in the country and draws over 70,000 
spectators and 100 entries. 
 

El Mercado – Originally there was no central 
Mercado. Booths were set up around the town 
to sell food and crafts with some also having 

entertainment.  In 1949 Rosario Andrea Cur-
letti was in charge of the Mercados that year 
and insisted on a more authentic feeling to 
them.  With the help of an architect booths 
were constructed to look like true Mercado 
puestos.  That was also the first year that each 
booth was sponsored by a local non-profit or 
religious organization with the proceeds from 
the booth going to that organization.  
   
Click here for more information on the history 
of Old Spanish Days Fiesta. 
 

 
Do you have some Santa Barbara history you want to 

share?  Maybe you have some interesting family his-

tory you want to share or maybe you have a question 

about something.  We want to hear it!  Send us your 

stories of, or questions about, Santa Barbara history 

to DDanetra@SantaBarbaraCA.gov. 

Santa Barbara History—Old Spanish Days 

Back to School Safety 

In a school zone when a warning flasher 

or flashers are blinking you must stop to 
yield right-of-way to a pedestrian crossing 
the roadway within a marked crosswalk or 
at an intersection with no marked cross-
walk. 

When your vehicle is turning left and 

there is a bicyclist entering the intersec-
tion from the opposite direction you 
should wait for the bicyclist to pass before 
making the turn. 

If your vehicle is turning right and a bicy-

clist is approaching on the right, let the 
bicycling go though the intersection first 
before making a right turn. 

Take extra precautions in school zones 

and neighborhoods and watch out for 
bikes coming out of driveways or behind 
parked cars or other obstructions. 

Watch for bicycle riders turning in front of 

you without looking or signaling.  Espe-
cially children. 

Check side mirrors for bicyclists before 

opening your vehicle’s door. 

 

 Hard to believe it but summer is almost over.  
Remember these road safety tips from the 
Nation Safety Council to ensure you and your 
family have a safe return to school!  

School buses use yellow flashing lights to 

alert motorists that they are preparing to 
stop to load or unload children.  Red 
flashing lights and an extended stop sign 
signals to motorists that the bus is 
stopped and children are getting on or off 
the bus.   

It is illegal in all 50 states to pass a 

school bus that is stopped to load or 
unload children. 

The area 10 feet around a school bus is 

where children are in the most danger of 
being hit.  Stop your car far enough from 
the bus to allow children the necessary 
space to safely enter and exit the bus. 

Be alert. Children walking to or from 

their bus are usually very comfortable 
with their surroundings. This makes them 
more likely to take risks, ignore hazards 
or fail to look both ways when crossing 
the street. 
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SBFD at the end of every fiesta parade! 

School bus with extended stop signs means 

STOP! 

A rider from El Defile Historico 

Improperly fit bicycle helmet on left.  Properly 

fit of a bicycle helmet on right. 

http://www.studio-e-books.com/portfolio/califKnight.pdf
http://www.noozhawk.com/article/do_you_know_dwight_murphy
http://www.noozhawk.com/article/do_you_know_dwight_murphy
http://www.noozhawk.com/article/do_you_know_dwight_murphy
https://oldspanishdays-fiesta.org/new/index.php/history/history_of_fiesta
mailto:ddanetra@santabarbaraca.gov?subject=Santa%20Barbara%20History
http://www.sbarc.org/index.html


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

  1 2 Fiesta Parade 3 Children's  

          Fiesta 

          Parade 

4 

 

5 6 

 

7 

 

8 Concerts in 

the Park 

9 Movies at the 

Courthouse 

10 National 

S’mores day 

11 

 

12 13 Left 

Hander’s 

day 

14 

 

15 Concerts 

in the Park 

16 Movies on 

the Wharf  & 

the Courthouse 

17 

 

18 19 20 21 

 

22 23 Movies on 

the Wharf & 

the Courthouse 

24 
 

25 26 National 

Dog Day 
27 28 29 30 Movies on 

the Wharf 
31 
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Santa Barbara City Office 

of Emergency Services 
121 W. Carrillo Street 

Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

Phone: 805-564-5711 

Fax: 805-564-5730 

E-mail: DDanetra@SantaBarbaraCA.gov  

City News: The City has a new look for its website, which also includes the 

OES website. As with any transition, we will 

be updating and fixing pages as we go along. 

Check out the new site at 

www.santabarbaraca.gov/oes.  

 

Keep an eye out—The City’s Emergency 

Management Plan has been submitted to the 

State of California Office of Emergency Ser-

vices for approval. The City is required to 

revise their emergency plan every five years 

per State and Federal mandates. Once the plan is approved by the State it will 

be submitted to the City Council and posted on the OES website.  

City of Santa Barbara 

Upcoming Events 

Quiz Timeð 

1) Prior to the SB Newspress, what was the 
name of the local Santa Barbara paper? 
 a) Santa Barbara Local 
 b) Citizen’s Gazette 
 c) Santa Barbara Post 
 d) News Daily 
 
2) What year was the original Santa Barbara 
Lighthouse established? 
 a) 1925 
 b) 1910  
 c) 1832 
 d) 1856 
 
 
 

3) How was the original Santa Barbara Light-
house destroyed? 
 a) Tsunami 
 b) Fire 
 c) Earthquake 
 d) Landslide 
4) The Santa Barbara Mission was the __ 

mission to be established in California. 

 a) 10th 
 b) 3rd  
 c) 1st 
 d) 7th 
  
5) BONUS QUESTION: The Santa Barbara 

Mission has a special designation.  What is 

it? 

Answers: 1) b; 2) d; 3) c; 4) a; 5) Queen of the Missions 

We’re on the Web! 

www.santabarbaraca.gov/oes 

and 

https://www.facebook.com/CityofSBOES 

Old Spanish Days!   

http://www.oldspanishdays-fiesta.org/new/index.php/involved/historical_parade/
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/Visitor/Things/Arts/Childrens_Fiesta_Parade.htm
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/Visitor/Things/Arts/Childrens_Fiesta_Parade.htm
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/Visitor/Things/Arts/Childrens_Fiesta_Parade.htm
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/visitor/things/arts/concerts_in_the_parks.htm
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/visitor/things/arts/concerts_in_the_parks.htm
https://artsandlectures.sa.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=2681
https://artsandlectures.sa.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=2681
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/visitor/things/arts/concerts_in_the_parks.htm
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/visitor/things/arts/concerts_in_the_parks.htm
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/Government/Departments/Waterfront/Movies_on_Stearns_Wharf.htm
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/Government/Departments/Waterfront/Movies_on_Stearns_Wharf.htm
https://artsandlectures.sa.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=2684
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/Government/Departments/Waterfront/Movies_on_Stearns_Wharf.htm
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/Government/Departments/Waterfront/Movies_on_Stearns_Wharf.htm
https://artsandlectures.sa.ucsb.edu/Details.aspx?PerfNum=2687
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/Government/Departments/Waterfront/Movies_on_Stearns_Wharf.htm
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/Government/Departments/Waterfront/Movies_on_Stearns_Wharf.htm
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/fire/oes/default.asp
http://www.missionscalifornia.com/keyfacts/santabarbara.html
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/fire/oes/default.asp
https://www.facebook.com/CityofSBOES
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/fire/oes/default.asp

