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The following comments were received during the March 23, 2021 Public Hearing. 

Alexa Martin Program Manager of Independent Living Center thanked the City Staff, the committee and 

City Council for their continued support and thanked the committee for their recommendations. 

Julisa Pena, Executive Director of the Santa Barbara County Immigrant Defense Center, shared with 

council how valuable their services are and thanked the City Council for their recommendation to direct 

funding towards their efforts.  

Anna Marie Gott expressed concerns not enough funds are being directed to the homeless youth 

population. 

Victoria Garfield, Grants and Compliance Manager for New Beginnings expressed gratitude for continued 

support.  

Patricia Keelean, CEO CommUnify formerly Community Action Commission thanked the committee for 

their hard work and expressed their gratitude for continued support of the Health Senior Nutrition 

Program.  While the program is partially funded by the Older Americans Act, they would not be able to do 

this work without council support. 

Kendal Lawrence, Community Services Director for CommUnify thanked committee and Council for their 

continued support of 211 who has seen a 300% increased call volume since the pandemic.  

Idalia Gomez, Program Director for Standing Together to End Sexual Assault thanked the committee for 

their time and effort to create the recommendations, and thanked the City Council for their continued 

support. 

Lisa Beck, Board Chair of Rental Housing Mediation urged Council to approve the funding 

recommendations brought forth by the Community Development and Human Services Committee.   

Sabastian Aldana, volunteer and current interim president of Pilgrim Terrace thanked the Committee for 

the recommended funding of their capital improvement project.  

Paul Katan, Grants Manager for Family Service Agency thanked the City Council, Committee, and staff 

for their continued support and commitment of funding without their funding they wouldn’t be able to 

secure funding by the Older Americans Act. 

Meredith Rose, Social Worker for Peoples’ Self Help Housing, thanked the Committee and Council for all 

of their work and continued support.  



Nancy Tillie, Chief Operations Officer of Santa Barbara Neighborhood Clinic thanked the committee and 

staff for their support and continued funding.  

Jan Campbell, Director of Domestic Violence Solutions thanked staff for their work and the committee for 

their continued support.  

Jennifer Smith, Executive Direct of Legal Aid thanked the committee for their recommendation and the 

City Council for their consideration. 

Sharon Burn, concerned that not enough is being done in regards to housing the homeless.  

Natasha Toradovic, would like to commend council for their support.  She expressed her concern that the 

PATH organization was being mismanaged and requested that a private investigation be conducted prior 

to funding regarding the harmful impact it has on the neighborhood. 

Regina Ruiz, of Saint Vincent’s and a Representative of the Fr.Virgil Cordano Center thanked the 

Committee and City Council for their recommendations and continued support. 

Andrea Slaby Carroccio, of Organic Soup Kitchen thanked the City Council for their past support and 

recommendations.  Because of City support they were able to expand their services throughout the 

pandemic.  

Terra Conolly, representative of Child Abuse Listening Mediation, expressed gratitude for continued 

support especially as mental health concerns increase because of the impact of the pandemic.  

No other public comment was submitted. 
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