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W
ildfires

devastate
m

any
acres

w
ithin

S
anta

B
arbara

C
ounty

and
S

outhern
C

alifornia
each

year,
resulting

in
m

illions
of

‘lo
llars

of
property

loss
to

hom
es

and
the

environm
ent.

M
uch

of
the

dam
age

caused
to

hom
es

and
property

from
w

ildfire
can

be
significantly

reduced
or

prevented
through

an
integrated

program
of

protective
m

easures,including
fire

w
ise

construction,
fire

protection
system

s
and

fire
w

ise
landscaping.

P
ire

w
ise

landscaping
can

protect
your

life
as

w
ell

as
your

property
during

a
w

ildfire
by

creating
defensible

space
around

your
hom

e.
Fire

w
ise

landscaping
is

the
selective

rem
oval

of
existing

flam
m

able
plants

and
replacing

them
w

ith
fire

w
ise

p
la

n
ts

w
ith

appropriate
spacing

(vertically
and

horizontally)
around

your
hom

e
to

resist
the

spread
of

w
ildfire.

In
addition,

fire
w

ise
landscaping

m
ust

be
m

aintained
on

a
year

round
basis

to
be

effective.
For

m
ore

inform
ation

on
defensible

space
go

to:
S

an
taB

arb
araC

A
.g

o
v

lW
ild

lan
d

.

-

F
irescap

e
D

em
o

n
stratio

n
G

arden
_
_
_
;

garden
uses

fire
w

ise
landscaping

techniques,
as

w
ell

as
w

ater
w

ise
plants

to
visually

dem
onstrate

to
hom

eow
ners

fire
w

ise
landscaping

concepts.
T

he
garden

presents
these

concepts
by

defining
four

differentplant
zones

for
a

successful landscape
-

designed
for

fire
safety,w

ater
conservation,

cost
efficiency,

enance
and

aesthetics.
H

om
eow

ners
w

ho
live

in
w

ildfire
e

areas
should

use
these

concepts
to

create
a

fire
w

ise
area

•
J

their
hom

e
and

property.
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p
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v
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p
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n
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d
w
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p
u
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o
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m
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.



Z
o
n
e

2
(30

to
50

feet
fro

m
th

e
h
o
m

e)
is

often
referred

to
as

the
“greenbelt”.

M
aintain

a
relatively

open
character

in
this

zone
and

provide
irrigation

to
plants.

P
lant

low
-

grow
ing

groundcover
resistant

to
fire

and
interm

ix
them

w
ith

m
edium

sized
shrubs.

S
ucculents

are
an

excellent
choice

in
this

zone.
T

rees
should

be
planted

so
that

their
canopies

are
not

touching
w

hen
fully

grow
n.

Z
o
n
e

3
(50

to
70

feet
fro

m
th

e
h

o
m

e)
A

should
consist

o
f

plants
that

are
low

grow
ing

and
w

oody.
T

his
area

should
have

native
and

M
editerranean

plantings
that

require
only

periodic
irrigation.

S
hrubs

should
be

planted
to

m
aintain

som
e

spacing
in

betw
een

individual
plants

or
clusters

of
plants.

W
4

4

Z
o

n
e

3

Z
one

1

Z
o
n
e

1
(0

to
30

feetfro
m

th
e

h
o

m
e)

is
the

area
4
,,

directly
adjacent

to
your

hom
e.

T
his

is
the

m
ost

im
portant zone.

Plants
should

be
low

grow
ing,

w
ellspaced, and

irrigated.
P

lanttrees
atleast

15
feet from

structures
and

space
them

so
that

canopies
do

not
touch

w
hen

they
are

fully
grow

n.

fr:
.
:
:Z

o
n

e
4

Z
o
n
e

4
(7

0
to

100
feet

o
r

m
o
re

fro
m

th
e

h
o
m

e)
is

the
area

furthest
from

your
hom

e
and

is
a

transitional
area

betw
een

natives
and

the
plants

around
your

hom
e.

Focus
should

he
on

planting
or

m
aintaining

native
vegetation

that
has

been
thinned

to
reduce

the
plant’s

volum
e,

rem
ove

any
dead

m
aterial.

and
provide

spacing
betw

een
plants.

A
ny

new
plants

once
established

should
not

require
irrigation.

D
uring

a
w

ildfire
this

zone
m

ay
burn,

but w
ith

less
fuel

itw
ill

slow
a

fire’s
path

tow
ards

the
hom

e.





N
o

plant
is

fire
proof;

given
enough

heat,
allvegetatioaw

ill
burn.

H
ow

ever,plants
differ

in
how

fastthey
actually

burn,
the

flam
e

height
they

produce,
how

they
transm

itfire
to

your
hom

e
and

their
ability

to
survive

a
fire.

Fire
w

ise
plants

are
considered

fire
resistant.

Fire
resistant

plants
are

less
likely

to
burn

as
easily

or
rapidly

as
other

flam
m

able
plants.

A
nother

im
portant

consideration
is

selecting
w

ater
w

ise
plants

appropriate
for

our
clim

ate.

In
general,

fire
resistantplants

have
the

ability
to

store
w

ater
in

their
leaves

and
stem

s,produce
lim

ited
am

ounts
of

dead
and

fine
m

aterial,
have

upright
grow

ing
characteristics,

and
stem

s
and

leaves
that

are
not

resinous,
oily

or
w

axy.
D

eciduous
trees

are
m

ore
fire

resistant
than

evergreens.
T

hey
have

higher
m

oisture
content

w
hen

in
leaf,but

low
er

fuelvolum
e

w
hen

dorm
ant.

:



E
fficient

irrigation
is

critical
in

m
aintaining

your
fire

w
ise

landscape.
Irrigation

reduces
the

flam
m

ability
of

plants
by

keeping
plant

tissues
filled

w
ith

w
ater.

E
fficient

w
atering

also
encourages

deep
plant

root
grow

th
that

w
ill

help
control

erosion.
For

advice
on

designing,
installing,

and
m

aintaining
an

irrigation
system

that
has

m
axim

um
w

ater
efficiency

go
to:

S
an

taB
arb

araC
A

.g
o
v
lW

aterW
ise.

_
_

_
_
_
_
_
_
_

-
-
-
-

,

iL
and

H
ard

scap
e

F
e
a
t
u
r
e
s

M
ulch

covers
and

cools
the

soil.
It

m
inim

izes
w

ater
evaporation,

elim
inates

w
eed

grow
th,

slow
s

erosion,
and

adds
nutrients

to
the

soil.
M

ulching
3”

deep
w

ill
allow

you
to

use
less

w
ater.

U
se

stone
rather

than
w

ood
chip

m
ulches

in
Z

one
1.

W
ood

chips
can

catch
fire

and
be

blow
n

into
eaves

and
areas

directly
around

your
hom

e.

H
ardscape

features
such

as
w

alkw
ays,

rock
patios,w

ater
features,

non-flam
m

able
w

alls,
and

large
boulders

should
be

used
th

ro
u
g
h

out
your

landscape
to

help
reduce

the
am

ount
of

plant
m

aterial
around

your
hom

e
and

break
up

the
continuity

of
the

landscape.
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G
ard

en
ad

d
ress:

M
ission

R
idge

R
o

td
and

S
tanw

ood
D

rive.
across

from
2411

St
w

ood
D

rive, Fire
Station

7

C
o
n

tact:
I

C
ity

of
S

anta
B

arbara
Fire

D
epartm

ent

P
h

o
n

e

805-965-5254

M
ail

ad
d
ress:

C
ity

of
S

anta
B

arbara
Fire

D
epartm

ent
925

C
hapala

Street.
S

anta
B

arbara,
C

A
93101

F
o
r

m
o

re
in

fo
rm

atio
n

S
antaB

arbaraC
A

.govR
V

ildland
S

anta
B

arbaraC
A

.gov/W
aterW

ise

H
o

u
rs:

(
L

et’s
S

ave
T

o
g
eth

er

w
aterw

ise
C

ity
of

S
an

ta
B

arb
ara

P
rinted

on
recycled

paper

D
aily

from
8

am
to

sunset
4

T
he

F
irescape

D
em

onstration
G

arden
is

provided
by

the
C

ity
of

S
anta

B
arbara

Fire
and

P
ublic

W
orks

D
epartm

ents.
T

hanks
to

the
m

any
landscape

professional
and

volunteers
w

ho
helped

to
m

ake
this

garden
a

reality

$
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