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Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements, as appropriate, to meet the level of analysis and documentation that
has been determined necessary for this Project.
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PURPOSE OF STUDY AND ASSESSMENT METHOD

The purpose of this minor level visual impact assessment (VIA) is to document potential visual
impacts caused by the proposed Project and propose avoidance and minimization measures to
lessen any detrimental impacts that are identified. Visual impacts are demonstrated by identifying
visual resources in the Project area, measuring the amount of change that would occur as a result
of the Project, and predicting how the affected public would respond to or perceive those changes.
This VIA follows the guidance outlined in the publication Guidelines for the Visual Impact Assess-
ment of Highway Projects published by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in January
2015.

l. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The City proposes to construct a 2.6 mile-long Class | separated multi-use pathway for bicyclists,
runners, and pedestrians along Las Positas and Modoc roads which would be aligned adjacent
to the Hidden Valley and Campanil Heights neighborhoods and the Las Positas and Arroyo Burro
creeks (Figure 1). The Project includes construction of the multi-use path as well as development
of safe road crossings, barriers from roadway edges, railings near steep grades, retaining walls,
and safety barriers. For a detailed discussion of the proposed project, refer to Appendix A.

I PROJECT LOCATION AND SETTING

The Project location and setting provides the context for determining the type of changes to the
existing visual environment. The Project is located in the western portion of the City of Santa
Barbara adjacent to Las Positas Road and Modoc Road, along approximately 1 mile of Modoc
Road and approximately 1.6 miles of Las Positas Road (Figure 2). The Project is located in Cen-
tral California, within the Las Positas Valley on the coastal plain between the Santa Ynez Moun-
tains and the Pacific Ocean. The coastal plain landscape is characterized by gentle slopes step-
ping gradually up toward the foothills, crossed and interrupted occasionally by streams and steep
slopes which create diverse and varied topography with locally steeper slopes and highly visible
stream channels. The immediate landscape in the Project vicinity is characterized by suburban
residential neighborhoods interspersed within a matrix of hilly open space areas. Open space is
characterized by steep creek banks surrounded by dense oak riparian forest and willow riparian
thickets within a mosaic of oak woodland, eucalyptus woodland, ornamental landscaping,
nonnative grassland, and coastal sage scrub/chaparral. Wetlands are located along creek corri-
dors and along road-cuts where cut slopes expose perennial springs.

The land use within the Project corridor, defined as the area that is visible from and adjacent to
the roadway right-of-way, is primarily suburban residential and views are limited by the topo-
graphic position of Las Positas Road in the base of a canyon. The Project corridor does; however,
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include areas of park and open space above the roadways in Elings Park and the Veronica Mead-
ows neighborhood. No portion of the Project is within a designated State Scenic Highway; how-
ever, the segment of the Project along Las Positas Road provides scenic views of the Santa Ynez
Mountains while traveling north.

. VISUAL RESOURCES AND RESOURCE CHANGE

Visual resources of the Project setting are defined and identified below by assessing visual char-
acter and visual quality in the Project corridor. Resource change is assessed by evaluating the
visual character and the visual qual-
ity of the visual resources that com-
prise the Project corridor before and
after the construction and operation
of the proposed Project.

The visual character of the existing
corridor is predominantly composed
of rolling topography and naturally
vegetated land, with the major
Santa Barbara landform of the
coastal range mountains visible
from the Project site inland to the
north. The presence of this moun-

tain open space area contributesS  viEw OF SANTA YNEZ MOUNTAINS LOOKING NORTH ALONG LAS
greatly to the character of Santa POSITAS ROAD.

Barbara. Low-density residential de-

velopment and parks/open space area have helped to preserve the natural landscape immedi-
ately surrounding the Project site. The visual character of the proposed Project would be highly
compatible with the existing visual character of the corridor. The form and line of the Project would
be mostly compatible with the existing visual character of the corridor, as the Project would be a
paved path constructed immediately adjacent or parallel to the existing paved roadway. The tex-
ture and color, or picturesque features that lend an interesting aesthetic quality, to the Project
would also be compatible with the existing visual character of the corridor, as the Project would
include similar plantings and would not substantially alter the existing topography or vegetation.
The Project would be an extension of the existing roadway, but incorporate enhanced color and
texture in the form of plantings and re-vegetated areas, therefore improving the existing visual
character of the roadway and corridor.

The visual quality of the existing corridor would be altered slightly by the Project, which would
widen the area of paved surface by 12 feet or less in most locations to accommodate the multi-
use path, and alter the visual quality only slightly as it would primarily expand on existing roadway
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features. The Project does include three new retaining walls that would be visible from the road-
way and multi-use path; however, the walls would be less than 5-feet tall and the area in front of
them would be re-vegetated. Therefore, soon after construction the walls would begin to blend
into the vegetated background. Additionally, the retaining walls would be constructed with natural
earth toned materials so as to blend in with the surrounding landscape. The visual quality of the
existing corridor is moderate due to the presence of scattered home and major roadways bisecting
natural habitat. This quality is enhanced by the relatively large area of natural open space with
scattered residences and mature trees opening a view to distant mountains. These features pos-
sess a high level of intactness by maintaining the visual integrity of the natural and man-built
landscape and a moderate level of unity given the landscape as a whole is primarily open space
but is also a major transportation corridor. The landscape has a level of vividness due to the
stunning vistas that are presented as the viewer drops down Las Positas Road towards the ocean,
through a relatively undisturbed open space corridor with vegetation buffers shielding the view of
adjacent residences.

The Project would encroach into limited existing vegetated areas, including a sliver of coastal
scrub/chaparral habitat previously occupied by a now-defunct 9-hole golf course, a corridor of
coast live oak trees beside the channelized portion of las Positas Creek, and disturbed eucalyptus
forest at the intersection of Las Positas Road and Modoc Road, all of which are regularly disturbed
either by roadway maintenance or regular pedestrian use/vagrancy. The path would remove up
to 24 non-native palms in the coastal scrub area along Las Positas Road, 5 palms along Modoc
Road, 1 Oleander, 1 Silk Oak, 2 Ash, and 1 Rosewood along Modoc Road, approximately 26
coast live oaks along Las Positas Creek, and up to 24 eucalyptus trees along Las Positas and
Modoc roads, especially at their intersection. Although the removal of trees will change the visual
guality of the existing corridor, particularly along the channelized portion of Las Positas Creek,
the quality and character of vegetation planted in place of removed trees will be healthier and
more appropriate for the native landscape The Project will contribute new vegetation and trees
beside the multi-use path and in graded areas, therefore enhancing the visual quality of the ex-
isting roadway and corridor and minimizing the visual effects of the Project.

Resource change will be low. Visual resource change is the sum of the change in visual character
and change in visual quality. As the Project is compatible with the visual character of the existing
landscape, and the Project will only incrementally change the visual quality of the existing re-
sources, the visual resource change will be low.

IV. VIEWERS AND VIEWER RESPONSE

Viewer exposure is typically assessed by measuring the number of viewers exposed to the re-
source change, the type of viewer activity, the duration of their view, the speed at which the viewer
moves, and the position of the viewer. Neighbors with views to the Project and Las Positas Road
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and roadway users who view the proposed Project from Las Positas Road will not be affected by
the Project. Viewer sensitivity is defined as both the viewers’ concern for scenic quality and the
viewers'’ response to change in the visual resources that make up the view.

The City of Santa Barbara’'s General Plan includes objectives and policies to preserve, enhance,
and maintain the City’s character by conserving and providing significant open and natural land-
forms through and around the community. Observation of the Project site is primarily from the
roads adjacent to and in the vicinity
of the Project, which provide wind-
shield views for passing motorists
and cyclists who live in the area or
are traveling to the beach, Elings
Park, or to Cliff Drive. These views
are brief, due to the fast speeds of
motorists traveling along Las Posi-
tas Road. In addition, the view of the
Project area is limited to a small
number of nearby residential homes
and some trail users on the west-
facing hillside of Elings Park. Most
of these residences are already vis-
ually screened by backyard fences
and landscaping from views of the

POSITAS CREEK THAT WOULD HAVE LIMITED VIEWS OF THE . . . .
PROJECT SITE. Project site. The Project will have an
incremental change on the visual re-

VIEW WEST FROM LAS POSITAS ROAD OF RESIDENCES ACROSS LAS

sources that make up the view.

The multi-use path would not dramatically change the exposure for residents, as most are already
shielded by high fences and private gates from the visual effects of the road and therefore the
Project site. A small number of the surrounding residents have direct foreground to mid-ground
views; however, these views are limited depending on their location and their distance from the
Project site, and they often have obstructed views of the Project site due to trees and topography.
Motorists would typically have a high awareness of the Project, but are considered to have a low
sensitivity to change due to typically short-duration foreground views of the Project and the con-
tinuity of the proposed Project with the existing roadway corridor.

The viewer response to Project changes is the sum of viewer exposure and viewer sensitivity to
the Project. With moderate changes to the existing visual quality and character and no anticipated
impact on distant scenic views, viewer sensitivity is anticipated to be low. Viewer exposure is also
anticipated to be low, as vehicular viewers would experience short-duration foreground views of
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the proposed Project, both during and after construction, and a relatively small amount of resi-
dential viewers would experience direct foreground and mid-ground views, and even then, already
have obstructed views of the Project site from existing vegetation. With these considerations, it is
anticipated that the average response of all viewer groups will be low.

V. VISUAL IMPACT

Visual impacts are determined by assessing changes to the visual resources and predicting
viewer response to those changes. Short-term impacts would occur from construction activities
associated with clearing, grubbing, excavating, and constructing the multi-use path, in addition to
the use of bright-colored sensitive resource avoidance fencing. During construction of the pro-
posed multi-use path, the presence of heavy equipment, materials staging, erosion control mech-
anisms, and general construction operations would cumulatively increase visual clutter in fore-
ground views of the Project site. While this condition constitutes a noticeable change in visual
guality and character throughout the Project area, the contributing factors are dynamic in nature,
temporary in duration, and would be removed or restored to preconstruction condition within 9
months for any given Project segment. For these reasons, short-term construction-related visual
impacts are anticipated to be low and no long-term construction related impacts are anticipated.
As such, no additional measures would be implemented for the use, staging, and storage of con-
struction equipment and materials.

Long-term visual impacts would occur due to the use and operation of the multi-use path, which
would be available to pedestrians, equestrians, and cyclists (no motorized vehicles). Because the
Project site is located within a topographically complex area, and winds through a coastal canyon
corridor, the Project would be screened from view, in most cases, by topography, vegetation, and
the general development pattern of the area. The relative scale of the Project site as it relates to
the entirety of the viewshed should be considered synonymous with viewing the Project from a
background distance. The Project would constitute a noticeable change to the existing visual set-
ting of the corridor immediately following implementation; however, the incorporation of the pro-
posed planting and restoration design would enhance existing visual quality, and mitigate the
removal of any trees within a few years. Although two retaining walls would alter the existing
topography and character along the south end of the east side of Las Positas Road adjacent to
Elings Park, these walls would be designed to include muted earth tone colors to blend into the
natural setting of the hillside, and incorporate revegetation following installation. There are also
many locations in which the multi-use path would be shaded by mature overhanging vegetation,
especially where it cuts through the undisturbed area near the intersection of Las Positas Road
and Modoc Road (see Photo 2 in Appendix B). Although the Project would include lighting at
intersections and mid-block crossings that would contribute light and glare impacts, Modoc Road
and Las Positas Road already include glare-producing signs and lighting, and the Project would
not constitute a substantial increase to these impacts. Additionally, all lighting fixtures would be
shielded and directed downward to limit lighting impacts in their immediate vicinity. Although the
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Project would introduce a new multi-use path next to an existing roadway, the path would not
considerably alter the horizontal line of the road due to the merging of the Project with the existing
roadway in sections. The vertical profile of the Project would include landscape fixtures that would
not stand out as independent or memorable features, but rather would integrate into the existing
landscape. In addition, the design of the multi-use path would be approved by the City of Santa
Barbara to ensure that it is consistent with the City’s General Plan. As outlined above, the Project
would introduce a low to moderate change to moderate existing visual quality and have low viewer
response. For these reasons, a low visual impact is anticipated from construction and operation
of the Project.

VI.  AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION MEASURES

The Project would not result in significant long-term aesthetic impacts; therefore, no avoidance
and minimization measures are proposed. No measures would be implemented for the long-term
use, staging, and storage of construction equipment and materials since the construction
timeframe is anticipated to be temporary, variable, and short-term. Although not identified as mit-
igation measures, the following Project design elements will minimize the change in visual quality
and character caused by soil erosion onto existing roadways, exposure of bare soil, and removal
of vegetation resulting from short-term construction activities:

Appropriate best management practices (BMPs) would be incorporated into the Project
design and construction schedule to minimize soil erosion due to wind and water. These
measures would be implemented and maintained during construction, as necessary.
These measures include:

o Construction equipment would be stored at designated staging areas at the end of
each work period. Concentrated runoff would be diverted around equipment, vehi-
cle, and materials storage areas, and diversion of concentrated runoff would be
accomplished through shallow earthen swales and straw bale reinforcement.

0 The amount of construction materials stored on site would be minimized. Soil ma-
terials stock piled at the site would be covered with plastic sheeting at the end of
each workday until permanently protected with rock ballast materials.

0 The Project would adhere to measures included in the City’s “Control of Runoff
into Storm Drains and Watercourses” as attached to the construction contract, in-
cluding storage of materials would occur in a manner that limits exposure to pre-
cipitation and delivery/removal of materials would occur at pre-designated sites.

o Pallets or secondary containment areas for chemicals, drums, or bagged materials
would be provided. Should material spills occur, materials and/or contaminants
would be cleaned from the Project site and recycled or disposed of to the satisfac-
tion of the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB).
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o0 Waste dumpsters would be covered with plastic sheeting at the end of each work-
day and during storm events. All sheeting shall be carefully secured to withstand
weather conditions.

o On-site personnel would be trained/instructed in spill prevention practices, and
provide spill containment materials near all storage areas. All contractors are re-
sponsible for familiarizing their personnel with the information contained in the
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP).

0 Wastes would be separated and recycled or disposed in compliance with regula-
tions.

o Earth fill and disturbed ground surfaces would be watered as necessary to mini-
mize wind-blown dust.

At the conclusion of construction, areas of bare soil will be restored according to the con-
ceptual landscape plan to minimize erosion and begin landscape restoration. The final
selection of plant material will be directed by the City of Santa Barbara, and will be con-
sistent with the existing landscape character of the community.

Existing vegetation within the impact area will be preserved as feasible.

Proposed pedestrian safety lighting fixtures at new Jerry Harwin Parkway traffic signal and
at all mid-block crossings on Modoc will be shielded and directed downward.

Retaining walls and concrete barriers would incorporate coloring and texturing features to
minimize short- and long-term visual impacts and graffiti.

VII. CONCLUSIONS

Although construction of the proposed multi-use path would temporarily alter the scenic quality
of the immediate area by introducing construction equipment and bright-colored sensitive re-
source avoidance fencing, it would occur temporarily and not unduly or detrimentally affect
views of the location. Although operation of the proposed multi-use path would introduce new
users to the area and alter the visual setting, it would enhance visual quality by incorporating
planting and restoration design, and much of the path would be screened from view by topogra-
phy, vegetation, and development. As a result, changes in visual quality and character due to
construction and operation of the proposed Project are considered to be low.
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Appendix A. Detailed Project Description
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Segment 3 would generally consist of a 12-foot wide paved path with two 2-foot wide unpaved shoulders. This
segment would include a new signalized intersection with pedestrian lighting and a crosswalk at Jerry Harwin
Parkway. A new bus stop would be installed at this intersection to improve public transit access to Elings Park.
In addition, green lane intersection conflict striping across 8 intersections crossings would also be added on both
sides of Las Positas Road to increase cyclist visibility and safety. Along the entirety of this segment between the
travel lane on Las Positas Road and the parkways/concrete barriers described below, a 7-foot wide Class Il on-
road striped bike path would provide buffering and the required shoulder for the roadway.

Segment 3 would require construction of 3 retaining walls. One retaining wall would be installed along the west
side of Las Positas Road and two would be installed along the east side of Las Positas Road, south of the Jerry
Harwin Parkway intersection and north of the Cliff Drive intersection. Both retaining walls along the east side of
the roadway would be installed to support an easterly adjustment to the roadway alignment requiring cut into the
steep, uphill slopes to Elings Park. These retaining walls would be approximately 300 feet long and 3 to 5 feet
tall. The third wall would be constructed downslope/below the path where it is proposed to ascend out of coastal
scrub north of the Arroyo Burro Creek floodplain and would be approximately 100-feet long and 3-5 feet tall.

At the Veronica Springs Road intersection, Las Positas Creek reaches its confluence with Arroyo Burro Creek
and Arroyo Burro Creek turns to the west. The multi-use path alignment would run adjacent to Las Positas Road
with the exception of a slight departure west near this creek confluence. The multi-use path would be separated
from the roadway by a 2-foot wide and approximately 350-foot long concrete safety barrier and railing, ending at
Stonecreek Road.

South of the Jerry Harwin intersection, the path would narrow to 10 feet (8-foot wide path with 1-foot wide paved
shoulders) along 200 feet of an existing Caltrans retaining wall located 1,500 feet north of the Cliff Drive and Las
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Positas intersection. This existing retaining wall would be modified by adding a safety railing to accommodate
the multi-use path. One half of the existing retaining wall is scheduled to be repaired by Caltrans as part of a
separate maintenance project prior to Project construction. The remaining half of the existing wall would remain
as is. The proposed multi-use path would be constructed between the existing wall edge and the Las Positas Road
edge with a safety barrier to separate the multi-use path users from the roadway.

Heading south from the Caltrans retaining wall, the multi-use path would descend downslope to the west, away
from the existing roadway into existing previously disturbed ruderal/nonnative grassland and disturbed coastal
sage scrub habitat, and continue for approximately 1,100 feet before merging again with the existing roadway,
north of the Arroyo Burro floodplain. A 2-foot wide and approximately 880-foot long concrete barrier with safety
railing would be constructed along the eastern side of the path alongside Las Positas Road and a safety fence
would be constructed on the western side of the path for its extent along the road edge and adjacent to the riparian
corridor of Arroyo Burro Creek. The final 400 feet of the multi-use path cuts away from the roadway once more
into an existing weedy/ruderal area at the end of Segment 3.

Related Las Positas Creek Restoration Project:

Approximately 575 feet of the Project alignment between Las
Positas Place and Veronica Springs Road overlaps with a major
creek restoration and flood control project initiated by the City
Parks and Recreation Department, Creeks Division.

The Las Positas Creek Restoration project would remove the
concrete channel structure that conveys this section of Las Positas
Creek and restore natural creek and hydrologic processes by
enlarging the floodplain and planting riparian vegetation.

This restoration project would include creek restoration within
existing flood control easements, but would extend eastward into
the existing ROW of Las Positas Road. Excavation and grading | pjanned restoration of Las Positas Creek and
would occur along the bank of Las Positas Creek adjacent to a | development of the proposed multi-use path would
section of the proposed multi-use path. The restoration plans | occur along an existing gravel access road and
include removing 30,000 sf of concrete lining from the creek | 'MPinge into anadjacent line of mature coast live oak
channel, grading to establish shallower creek banks, planting the trees.

banks with native plant and tree species, and installing large sandstone boulders to protect the creek banks from
erosion. Native trees such as alders, sycamores, and oaks would be planted to help stabilize creek banks, provide shade,
and improve habitat value. Native wetland plants would also be planted to help improve water quality.

The Project would be coordinated with the Las Positas Creek Restoration project to ensure consistent designs,
integration of the multi-use path and the restored creek environment, and minimization of construction overlap
and disturbance. Due to limited available space to accommodate both creek restoration and the planned multi-use
path and the required use of portions of available Las Positas Road ROW for creek restoration purposes, the
proposed multi-use path would be constrained to impinge upon a line of mature coast live oak trees. The Las
Positas Creek Restoration project would enlarge the floodplain through an easement and encroach into the City
ROW, which would subsequently restrict the amount of ROW available to the multi-use path, pushing the Project
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further east into the line of oak trees. Thus, accommodating both these projects could require removal of
approximately 26 mature coast live oaks trees along this reach of approximately 575 feet.

Construction Process:

Construction Activities and Timing

Construction activities for completion of the Project would include grubbing, clearing, excavation, paving,
fencing, installation of signage and roadway striping, regrading, and planting. The 3 Project segments have
independent utility and would be constructed independently, either concurrently or at different times, depending
upon the availability and timing of funding. Each segment is anticipated to require between 6 and 9 months to
complete and would be developed to operate independently of the other two. For any single phase, the majority
of the grading, grubbing, and ground work would be completed between October 15" and the end of February, to
avoid the nesting season of migratory and native birds. The remaining construction would occur from February
through July and include paving, fencing, constructing retaining walls, reseeding, planting, installing signage, and
striping the roadway and multi-use path. Assuming maximum durations and independent phasing, it is anticipated
that Project construction could take up to 2 years and 3 months. Construction would require the use of heavy
equipment to grade a level surface for the multi-use path, as well as to haul equipment and materials. Project
construction is anticipated to require use of the following pieces of equipment:

e Motor grader
e Landscape tractor with back box (for grading)
e Rubber tire roller (for compaction)
e Crawler excavator
e Bucket loader
e Hand tools (shovels, rakes, hand clippers)
e Dump truck
e Asphalt truck
e Concrete mixer
Staging

Construction would require key staging areas adjacent to or within the Las Positas Road and Modoc Road ROWs.
Proposed staging areas make use of existing unpaved turn-outs and paved areas. Four potential staging areas have
been identified in the following locations along Las Positas Road:

e South of Modoc Road on the west side of Las Positas Road in an existing unpaved pullout area
(approximately 0.25 acres),

e At the southwest corner of the intersection with Las Positas Place (approximately 0.2 acres),
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e At the southwest corner of the intersection with VVeronica Springs (approximately 0.15 acres), and

e In the Las Positas Tennis Courts Parking Lot (approximately 0.3 acres, and would require prior Santa
Barbara Parks and Recreation Department approval).

Clearing and Grubbing

The Project would require removal of vegetation, including primarily landscaping and ornamental trees, as well
as deleterious materials and unsuitable soils from the Project footprint. As noted above, clearing would also
include 26 native oak trees removed and 22 significantly impacted. Vegetation and organic material would be
removed to a depth of approximately 6 inches in order to reach suitable native sub-base material beneath the
proposed path alignment. Clearing and grubbing would extend laterally approximately one foot beyond the edge
of the path in areas where cut and fill slopes are required. Additionally, some trees and shrubs overhanging the
proposed path alignment may need to be pruned to allow equipment visibility and access during construction.

Utility Relocation

Along Modoc Road, there are several street lights and a limited number of utility poles that may require relocation
for the proposed path. One utility box and a fire hydrant may need to be moved just south of the unpaved pullout
area near the Modoc Road/Las Positas Road intersection.

Along Las Positas Road near Meadows Lane, several existing wet utilities, including backflow preventers, water
meter boxes, and fire hydrants, would need to be relocated to accommodate shifting Las Positas Road to the
eastward. Additionally, south of Veronica Springs Road several utility boxes and backflow devices would need
to be relocated.

General Demolition

Existing sidewalk and asphalt removed as part of the Project would be demolished and properly handled and
disposed of in accordance with Chapter 7.16, Garbage and Refuse Collection and Disposal, of the City’s
Municipal Code. Heavy equipment would be required to demolish and remove these features. Drainage features
would be protected from contamination and all debris generated by the demolition would be removed from the
site.

Right-of-Way

The Project would be constructed within existing City ROW. Temporary construction easements or right-of-entry
agreements may be necessary from private properties for potential construction work.

Construction Best Management Practices (BMPs)

The following soil stabilization and sediment control BMPs shall be implemented such that sediment and other
pollutants are contained on the Project site:

e Construction equipment would be stored within the designated staging areas at the end of each work
period. Concentrated runoff would be diverted around equipment, vehicle, and materials storage areas,
and diversion of concentrated runoff would be accomplished through shallow earthen swales and straw
bale reinforcement.

e The amount of construction materials stored on site would be minimized. Soil materials stock piled at the
site would be covered with plastic sheeting at the end of each workday until permanently protected with
rock ballast materials.

e Delivery and removal of construction materials would occur at pre-designated sites and materials would
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be stored in a manner that limits exposure to precipitation and controls storm-water runoff.

e The Project would adhere to measures included in the City’s “Control of Runoff into Storm Drains and
Watercourses” as attached to the construction contract. The discharge or creation of potential discharge,
of any soil material including concrete, cement, silts, clay, sand, or any other materials to the waters of
the State is prohibited.

e Pallets or secondary containment areas for chemicals, drums, or bagged materials would be provided.
Should material spills occur, materials and/or contaminants would be cleaned from the Project site and
recycled or disposed of to the satisfaction of the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB).

e Waste dumpsters would be covered with plastic sheeting at the end of each workday and during storm
events. All sheeting shall be carefully secured to withstand weather conditions.

e On-site personnel would be trained/instructed in spill prevention practices, and provide spill containment
materials near all storage areas. All contractors are responsible for familiarizing their personnel with the
information contained in the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP).

e Wastes would be separated and recycled or disposed in compliance with regulations.
e Earth fill and disturbed ground surfaces would be watered as necessary to minimize wind-blown dust.

The following waste management and materials pollution control BMPs would also be implemented to minimize
the potential for releases or spills of pollutants during the operation of construction equipment:

e All construction equipment would be maintained to prevent oil or fluid leaks.
e Drip pans or other secondary containment measures would be used beneath vehicles during storage.
e All equipment and vehicles would be regularly inspected for fluid leaks.

e Wastes (e.g., grease, oil or oil filters, antifreeze, cleaning solutions, batteries, and hydraulic or
transmission fluid) would be placed in proper containers, stored in a designated storage areas, and
ultimately recycled.

e Vehicles and equipment would be fueled and washed offsite.

e Spill prevention and control practices would be implemented throughout construction activities. Workers
would be trained in techniques to reduce the chance for spills, contain and clean up spills, and properly
dispose of spill materials for the potential pollutants that are relevant to each contractor or subcontractor
activity. Cleanup materials shall be readily available to the employees of each contractor or subcontractor
for immediate response should a spill occur on-site.

Following the completion of Project construction, materials storage areas shall be cleared of all construction-
related debris.

Required Discretionary Actions:

The Project requires approval of a Coastal Development Permit (CDP) by the City Planning Commission
(decision appealable to the City Council, and to the California Coastal Commission) for the 0.44 mile portion of
the Project that is located in the California Coastal Zone.

The Project also requires Planning Commission adoption of the MND for the entire Project under CEQA, and
Caltrans acts as the lead agency for NEPA review.
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Other Public Agency Approvals Required:

The Project requires approval of grading and construction permits from the City Community Development
Department, and permit for improvements in City ROW from the City Department of Public Works. The Project
also requires a Section 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps for fill placed in regulated waters of the U.S.; Water
Quality Certification from the RWQCB for fill placed in Waters of the State; and a Lake and Streambed Alteration
Agreement for impacts to riparian and creek habitat.
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Appendix B. Photographs

'I#I.-l'.". "
PHOTO 1: LOOKING SOUTHEAST ALONG MODOC ROAD PHOTO 2: LOOKING SOUTHEAST ALONG MODOC ROAD
AT THE INTERSECTION WITH CALLE DE LOS AMIGOS. NEAR THE INTERSECTION WITH LAS POSITAS ROAD.

PHOTO 3: LOOKING SOUTH ALONG LAS POSITAS Photo 4: LOOKING SOUTH ALONG LAS POSITAS ROAD
ROAD AT THE INTERSECTION WITH LAS POSITAS NEAR THE INTERSECTION WITH VERONICA SPRINGS

PLACE. ROAD.
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