
Minutes of the Santa Barbara Sister Cities Board Meeting of Wednesday, May 06, 2015 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Chair Takako Wakita called the meeting to order at 12:00 PM. 

2. ROLL CALL:  Members present:  Takako Wakita, chair; Barbara Ellis and Marti Correa de Garcia, 
City-at-Large members; Raul Navarro (new representative), Puerto Vallarta, Mexico; Gary Maxwell 
(alternate), Toba, Japan; George Lilly, Kotor, Montenegro; Bessie Condos (alternate), Patras, 
Greece; Ken Steiner, Weihai, China; and Jaime Sodusta, San Juan, Philippines. 

Guests:  Pat Fallin, Michelle Nassif   City Staff:  Linda Gunther 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  On a motion duly made by Gary Maxwell, seconded by George Lilly, 
and carried, the minutes of the meeting held on March 4, 2015 were approved as written. 

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The following announcements were made:  Raul Navarro is the newly 
elected President of the Santa Barbara/Puerto Vallarta Sister City Committee and is the 
representative on the Sister Cities Board; he will be appointing an alternate. 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT:   none 

6.  REVIEW CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2015:  The following items were added to the calendar:   

June 20, 2015 – Philippine Friendship Day. 

7. NETWORKING/GET TOGETHER WITH MEMBERS FROM ALL COMMITTEES:  Barbara Ellis 
reported that an informal exchange of ideas will be held on Friday, August 21 at 5:30 PM at the 
San Vincente Mobile Home Park Club House, hosted by Ms. Ellis.   Barbara would like to know how 
many people from each Sister City Committee plan on attending, she also asked for topic ideas.  It 
was indicated that the newer sister cities might want to participate in this gathering.  An e-mail 
reminder will be sent out to Board Members. 

8. SISTER CITIES INTERNATIONAL (SCI) REPORT:  Pat Fallin, SCI State Coordinator for Southern 
California, announced that the next regional meeting for Southern California SCI (SoCal) will be 
held May 16 in Long Beach, all are welcome to participate.  The next SCI Annual Conference will be 
held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, July 16 – 18. The conference theme is “Bridging Generations for 
Peace”.  In conjunction with the SCI Conference, a Youth Conference is also held.  Ms. Fallin is 
encouraging youth participation.  For more information, please go to www.sister-cities.org or call 
Pat Fallin.  Linda Gunther reported that the $765 SCI annual dues would be paid shortly.  She went 
over the many benefits offered by belonging to Sister Cities International (SCI). 

9. SCI SO CAL REGIONAL MEETING:  see item 8.  Another SoCal Sister Cities regional meeting will be 
held in San Diego in August. 

10. 2015 YOUNG ARTISTS AND AUTHORS SHOWCASE:  The contest was held at the Santa Barbara 
High School Art Department.   Due to time constraints, no reception was held.     The winning art 
piece was sent to SCI, Washington, D.C. to compete with art entries from around the world.  The 
3rd place winner will receive a cash prize of $100, the 2nd place winner will receive a cash prize of 
$150 and the 1st place winner is being given a $250 savings bond (face value $500) from Heritage 
Oaks Bank. 

11. SPECIAL OLYMPICS – WORLD GAMES – JULY 2015: It was reported by Marti Correa that e-mails 
went out to Jerry Siegel and Catharine Manset, coordinators of the event in Santa Barbara, as of 
this date still no response. 

12. 9-11 CONCERT – FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2015: Linda Gunther has reserved the Falkner 
Gallery at the Santa Barbara Library for this event.  Ms. Wakita is asking that any Sister City 
Committee that can secure musical entertainment for this event contact her direct for scheduling. 

http://www.sister-cities.org/


13. UNITED NATIONS DAY OCTOBER 2015:  The date of U.N. Day is Thursday, October 22. Ms. 
Gunther has reserved the Cabrillo Arts Pavilion for this annual event.   Raul Navarro presented a 
new idea, he suggested that we have a short walk on the beach with Sister City members carrying 
banners or flags.  This would not take the place of the October 22nd event, but would be an 
additional event to try and publicize the seven City of Santa Barbara Sister Cities.  After further 
discussion it was decided that each Board Member would go back to their respective Sister City 
Committee and ask their interest and involvement.   

14. PARTICIPATION IN THE COMMUNITY TV CHANNEL 18:  The Dingle delegation visit to Santa 
Barbara had a film crew tag along during the visitation.  The event will be on the community 
channel shortly.  The next Sister City to be filmed and aired will be San Juan, Philippines.  It was 
suggested that during the San Juan visit at the end of May a similar filming of the visitation be 
documented and aired. 

15. REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS:  

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico:  President Raul Navarro handed out a Committee Report with activities 
past and future.   Briefly, a successful BBQ in support of the Law Enforcement Exchange took 
place; several conferences are to be held in Mexico, and the support of a sewing school and sewing 
business venture in Puerto Vallarta. 

Weihai, China:  Representative Ken Steiner reported that a trip is being planned next year to 
Weihai. 

Patras, Greece:  Bessie Condos, alternate representative, reported that the committee is active 
and had a successful Greek Independence Day on Saturday, March 21 at the St. Barbara Greek 
Orthodox Church.  Patras Sister City Committee members will have a table at the Greek Festival at 
Oak Park.   Ms. Condos announced that the wedding of Patras Sister City Committee member Terry 
Keramaris is not an official visit to Greece.  Ms. Condos thanked the Santa Barbara Sister Cities 
Board for all their support.   

San Juan, Philippines:  Jaime Sodusta reported on the exciting news of a delegation of over 20 
people which includes the Mayor of San Juan visiting Santa Barbara on May 26 until May 28.  
Mayor Helene Schneider has invited all Santa Barbara Sister Cities Board members to a reception 
at City Hall in honor of the delegation.  An e-mail will go out with date and time.  Other activities 
are being planned for this short visit.   

Toba, Japan:  Gary Maxwell, alternate representative, reported on the activities of the group.  
Recruitment for the summer school exchange is ongoing. This exchange has been ongoing for 23 
years.  A trip to Toba is planned from November 9 – 22, 2015; it is a sold-out event.  An exhibit at 
the Santa Barbara Art Museum on “wood block” is currently at the museum.  Toba Sister City 
member Marylyn Hochhauser will have a “papermaking” demonstration to accompany the exhibit 
at the Santa Barbara Architectural Foundation from June 5 – July 10, 2015.  

Kotor, Montenegro:  President George Lilly reported on the activities of the group.  The Culinary 
Academy in Kotor continues to be a success, creating jobs for hearing-impaired students and 
others. The program is expanding, they have hired a part-time person to visit Kotor resorts, hotels 
and restaurants to forge a stronger program and create jobs for the graduate of the Culinary 
Acadmy.  A youth water polo will be visiting Santa Barbara next year. 

Dingle, Ireland:   No representative attended and no report was made. 

16. ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:05 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marti Correa de Garcia, Secretary 


