
 

 

City of Santa Barbara  
Community Development Department 
 
Memorandum 
 
 

DATE:  September 04, 2014 
 
TO:  City Council and Planning Commission Members 
 
FROM: Planning Division, Community Development Department 
 
SUBJECT: Joint Council and Planning Commission Work Session Materials 
     
 
As noted in the Council Agenda Report (CAR) for the September 11, 2014 Joint Council and Planning 
Commission Work Session, staff will briefly review key Planning Division programs, highlighting 
accomplishments, major work underway, and projects on hold or pending. The primary topic for 
discussion at this meeting will be the General Plan Implementation / Adaptive Management Program 
and related monitoring reports. Staff will introduce the following three reports, which taken together, 
will assist both staff and decision makers in defining Phase II of the General Plan Implementation 
Program. 
 
The 2014 General Plan Implementation Report (see Attachment 1) report is organized by the eight 
elements of the General Plan and includes both a description of current General Plan implementation 
actions and a quantitative analysis of progress towards achieving General Plan goals and objectives 
through the City’s Adaptive Management Program (AMP) community indicators. These indicators 
monitor changes over time to evaluated trends, ensure that the General Plan is being implemented 
effectively, and provide an opportunity for timely policy adjustments, rather than infrequent, major 
reactive updates. 
 
The 2011 General Plan Program EIR Mitigation Monitoring: 2014 Status Update Report (see 
Attachment 2) tracks implementation of Environmental Impact Report (EIR) mitigation measures that 
were incorporated as General Plan policies. The mitigation measures provided a basis for decision-
maker findings of reduced environmental impacts associated with General Plan adoption. Growth 
occurs gradually over time, and citywide environmental impacts associated with the growth will 
therefore also occur gradually. Similarly, mitigation measures identified in the EIR will be implemented 
gradually within the plan horizon to the year 2030. 

The Climate Action Plan Implementation: 2014 Status Update Report (see Attachment 3) tracks the 
implementation status of the City’s Climate Action Plan (CAP), which aims to reduce community 
carbon emissions that contribute to global climate change and plan for community adaptation to 
climate change. The CAP planning horizon extends to the year 2030, and includes implementation 
undertaken by City department programs and operations, through joint efforts with private sector 
businesses or other agencies, and through the permitted process for new development. The plan 
directs that the monitoring of plan implementation be in coordination with the City’s General Plan 
Adaptive Management Program reporting. 
 
Please contact John Ledbetter, Principal Planner at (805) 564-5470 x2569 with any questions or 
comments. 
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As noted in the Council Agenda Report (CAR) for the September 11, 2014 Joint Council and Planning Commission Work Session, staff will briefly review key Planning Division programs, highlighting accomplishments, major work underway, and projects on hold or pending. The primary topic for discussion at this meeting will be the General Plan Implementation / Adaptive Management Program and related monitoring reports. Staff will introduce the following three reports, which taken together, will assist both staff and decision makers in defining Phase II of the General Plan Implementation Program.

The 2014 General Plan Implementation Report (see Attachment 1) report is organized by the eight elements of the General Plan and includes both a description of current General Plan implementation actions and a quantitative analysis of progress towards achieving General Plan goals and objectives through the City’s Adaptive Management Program (AMP) community indicators. These indicators monitor changes over time to evaluated trends, ensure that the General Plan is being implemented effectively, and provide an opportunity for timely policy adjustments, rather than infrequent, major reactive updates.

The 2011 General Plan Program EIR Mitigation Monitoring: 2014 Status Update Report (see Attachment 2) tracks implementation of Environmental Impact Report (EIR) mitigation measures that were incorporated as General Plan policies. The mitigation measures provided a basis for decision-maker findings of reduced environmental impacts associated with General Plan adoption. Growth occurs gradually over time, and citywide environmental impacts associated with the growth will therefore also occur gradually. Similarly, mitigation measures identified in the EIR will be implemented gradually within the plan horizon to the year 2030.


The Climate Action Plan Implementation: 2014 Status Update Report (see Attachment 3) tracks the implementation status of the City’s Climate Action Plan (CAP), which aims to reduce community carbon emissions that contribute to global climate change and plan for community adaptation to climate change. The CAP planning horizon extends to the year 2030, and includes implementation undertaken by City department programs and operations, through joint efforts with private sector businesses or other agencies, and through the permitted process for new development. The plan directs that the monitoring of plan implementation be in coordination with the City’s General Plan Adaptive Management Program reporting.

Please contact John Ledbetter, Principal Planner at (805) 564-5470 x2569 with any questions or comments.
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