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COMMUNITY PROFILE

About the City of Santa Barbara

The
approximately 90 miles north of Los Angeles off
of U.S. Highway 101,

sheltered by mountains on the north and

City of Santa Barbara is located

and is geographically
the
Pacific Ocean on the south. The City of Goleta
and the unincorporated area of Montecito border

the City on the west and east, respectively.

Until the late 1700’s, the area currently known as
“Santa Barbara” was occupied by the Chumash
The Chumash

along the coast and on the Channel

Indians. lived in small villages

Islands,

living comfortably for thousands of years thanks

to the abundance of wildlife and natural
resources.

In 1542, Portuguese explorer Juan Cabrillo
entered the Channel and claimed the land for
Spain. In 1602, three frigates under the

command of Sebastian Vizcaino entered the

Santa Barbara Channel. One of the Carmelite
friars on board named the bay and nearby shore

after Saint Barbara.

In 1782, a group led by Father Junipero Serra,
Captain Jose Ortegas, and Governor Felipe de
Neve established a military presidio and, three

years later, a mission. Spain governed the area

until 1822, when California became a Mexican
territory. Just 24 years later, in 1846, Colonel
John Fremont and his soldiers took Santa

Barbara for the United States.
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The City of Santa Barbara

government) was

(the
incorporated on August

primary
26,
1850. The City is a charter city under the laws of

the State of California and operates under a

Council-Administrator form of government. The
Council consists of six council members and a
mayor, all of whom are elected at-large. The

current City Charter was adopted on May 2, 1967

and provides for the following services: public

safety (police and fire), construction and

maintenance of highways and streets, sanitation,
culture and recreation,

public improvements,

planning, zoning and general administration.
Enterprise funds, operated in a manner similar to
include water,

a private business, wastewater,

airport, parking, golf and waterfront.

The Redevelopment Agency of the City of Santa
Barbara, a blended component unit of the City,
in 1968 and

governmental entity as prescribed in the State of

was established is a separate
California’s Community Redevelopment Law as
set forth in the State’s Health and Safety Code.

The City Council of the City of Santa Barbara and
the Board of Directors of the Agency are legally
separate boards; however, they share common
membership. The City also provides all support
staff and performs all administrative functions for
the the terms of a written

Agency under

agreement between the two entities.
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Miscellaneous Statistics

General City Information:

Date of INCOIrPOration ..o e August 26, 1850
FOrm of gOVerNmMENt ..o e Council-Administrator
Land area in SQUAE MilES oot e e e e e e 21.1
T =TS 0N = == 280
Number of traffic INTErSECIIONS . .. e 104

Community Forest, Beaches and Gardens:

Number of park and OPEN SPACE trEES ..ot e 12,000
NUM DD BT Of St Ot T B S it e 23,500
Linear miles of city-owned beaches ... e 3.4
COMMUNITY QAT O NS ottt ettt ettt et e e e e ettt e e et eeaas 4
Airport:
NUM B T Of L IMINAS oo e e 1
Number of COMMErCIAl CaITIBrS .o e 5
Number of ticketed passengers annually ... e 796,162
N UM D BT Of FUNM WY S oottt e e e e et e e et et eaaes 3
TOtAl AT P O BT E A ittt ittt et ettt 950
Commercial / iNdUuStrial @CrEage ....uiiii e 95
Number of leased bUIldiNg S ..o e 76
Goleta Slough Ecological Reserve wetlands acreage ..........ooooviiiiiiiiiieiiiiaaniinaann. 400
Hospitals:
NUMbBeEr Of NOSPItalS .o e 1
NUumMber Of Patient DEAS ..o 366
Libraries:
NUMbBeEr Of City lIDrar e S e 2
Number of BOOKMODIIES .o 1
NUMber Of COUNtY [IDrariEs oo e 6
B I ) = V20 Y LU 11 0 = 431,800

Municipal Water Department:

Gallons of potable water treated and distributed annually ..., 4.37 billion
Gallons of reclaimed water treated and distributed annually ..., 260 million
N UM D BT Of TR S IV OIS o e ettt e s 13
NUMbBEr Of PUMP STAtIONS oo et 11
Number of treatment PlantS ... 4
NUM D T Of WIS e e

Number of water reclamation facilities ... e 1
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Miscellaneous Statistics

Municipal Wastewater Department:

Number of treatment PlantS ... 1
NUMbBer Of It StAliONS .o e e e 11
Gallons of water treated annually ... 3.01 hillion

Parks and Recreation:

P AT B A o e 1,764
Number of developed Parks ..o e 38
Number of undeveloped Parks ... 21
Number of park playgroUNds ... e 22
Number of swimming and wading POOIS ... 4
NUumMber Of COMMUNITY CONEEIS .o e e et 14
Number Of SPOrtS faCilities .o e 11
Number of municipal golf courses (18 holes) ..o 1

Public Safety:

NUmMber Of POlICE STAtIONS .o e et 1
Number of police officers and other sworn personnel ... 143
Number of law violations
T Oal AT SES  oitiee 13,754
TraffiC Il At 0N S oo e s 10,633
P arKing CltatioN S .o e 103,270
Number Of fire StatiONS ..o 8
Number of firefighters and offiCers ... e 99

Public Schools:

Elementary SCROOIS .o 14

ANNUAl BNTO M BNt L e e 6,024
SECONAANY SChOOIS oo e s 9

ANNUAl BNTO M BNt Lo e e e e s 10,598
L7011 oY o = N 1

ENrollment Per SEmM e S Ol oo e 17,014

Waterfront:

Acreage of city-managed tidelands and submerged lands ... 252
Wharf length N fe et . e e 1,978
Acreage of Wharf deCKiNg ..o 3.8
N R T el oY= o ) 02 = ¥ 1o - = 4
Number of commercial and pleasure vessel SlipS ... 1,133
Number of waterfront Property €aSES ..o 60
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Demographics

Regional Population

City of Santa Barbara ............cccccceevvninnnne 90,569
Santa Barbara County ..........cccccceeiiinnnne 419,260
San Luis Obispo County ........cccceeeveunenen. 246,681
Ventura CouNty ........ocoeeveveveieiiiiiiiiiiiiiennns 753,197

Area (in square miles)

Land area ....cccccveeeeeiiiiiiiiee e 211
WALET @r€a. .....vvviviiiiiiiiiiiiee e 22.0
Total area
Gender # %
Male oo 45,960 50.8
Female .....ccccooviiiiiiiieiiece, 44,513 49.2
Age
Median age (in Years) .....ccccccoecceereeeeeniiinenn 35.8
Population Demographics @ # %
Households ... 100.0
Family households ..................... 53.2
Married couples .........cccceinnnns 39.8
Male householder ........ 3.9
Female householder 9.5
Non-family households ............... 16,651 46.8
Households with individuals
under 18 years ......ccccceeevviivvennnnn. 9,578 26.9
Households with individuals
65 years and Over ............ccceeee... 8,871 24.9
Average household size ............. 2.49 (X)
Average family size ..........c........ 3.17 (X)
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Housing
Median home price (2003) .......cccccevvvvernennns $925,000
# %
Total housing units ..................... 37,076  100.0
Occupied housing units ........... 35,605 96.0
Vacant housing units ............... 1,471 4.0
Seasonal, recreational,
or occasional use housing ... 525 14
Homeowner vacancy rate ........... X) 0.7
Rental vacancy rate..................... X) 2.3
Housing Tenure
Occupied housing units .............. 35,605 100.0
Owner-occupied units ............. 14,957 42.0
Renter-occupied units ............. 20,648 58.0
Avg. household size of
owner-occupied units ................. 2.51 X)
Avg. household size of
renter-occupied units .................. 2.43 X)
Race and Ethnicity %
WHILE oo 74.0
Black or African American 15
American Indian/Alaska Native ....................... 1.1
Asian-Pacific Islander ............cccccoiiiiiicinnn. 2.8
Some Other race ........ccccevvvvveininiiceieeee e 16.8
TWO OF MOIE FACES ....eevviieeieeeeeeiiiieee e 3.8
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) ...........ccccvevveeene 35.0
Education @ %
High school graduate ............ccccooieiiiiiennnn. 84.1
College Graduates (2 year) ......cccccceeevevvvnnnne.. 12.0
College Graduates (4 year) ......ccccceeeeeiiuvvnnnen. 25.5
Graduate Degrees ........cccccvviiiiveeieeeniiiiiieenn 15.0
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Demographics
Income @
Average household income $76,606
Median family household income $53,682
Income per capita $29,985
Employment @ %
Work population (16 yrs and older) .................... 82.1
Residents by major profession:
Management, professional and related .......... 40.9
Sales and office occupation ............ccccceeeeeen. 25.3
SEIVICE .eieiiiiiie e 18.7

Construction, maintenance, production and
transportation
Other

Economic Demographics ©

Service Industry Number of Number of
(private & non-profit) Businesses Employees
Retail trade ....................... 655 7,589
Professional, scientific,

and technical services .... 520 2,950
Healthcare and social

asSIStanCe .........ceeeevevnnnns 416 3,277
Foodservice and

10dgiNg .ocooveiiieee 386 7,570
Real estate and rental &

leasing .....cooceveeeeiiiiinnnn. 256 1,277
Other services (except

public administration) ..... 205 1,130
Administrative and support,

waste management, and

remediation services ...... 162 3,331
Wholesale trade ............... 157 1,145
Manufacturing .................. 155 2,204
Arts, entertainment, and

recreation ....................... 43 395
Educational services ........ 26 165
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Leading Area Employers, Public and
Private (with industry) ¥

University of California, Santa Barbara
(public administration-education)................. 9,678

County of Santa Barbara
(public administration) ..........cccccceeviiivieneenn. 4,140

Santa Barbara School District Admin and

Schools (public administration-education) ... 3,509
Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital

(healthcare) .......cccceveeeiiiieeeeee, 2,562
Santa Barbara City College

(public administration-education) ................ 2,111
Raytheon Electronic Systems

(manufacturing) .....ccccceevvviiieieee e, 1,939
City of Santa Barbara

(public administration) ® .............cccccoccocev.... 1,693
Sansum-Santa Barbara Medical Clinic

(healthcare) .......cccceveeeiiiiiiiieen 1,100
Santa Barbara Bank and Trust

(banking ServiCes) ........cccvvvvveeeeeiiiiiiieeeeeens 870
U.S. Postal Service

(poStal SErVICES) ...ccovvvvviiiiiieeiiieeeeie e 864

1) Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 2000 Census

2) Source: www.bestplaces.net, as of March 1, 2005

?3) Source: USCB Economic Outlook 2005 (Reported for 2004)
(4)  Source: Santa Barbara Chamber of Commerce, January 2005
(5)  Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1997 Economic Census

(6) Includes permanent full-time equivalent positions & hourly employees


http://www.bestplaces.net/
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