
Downtown Organization of Santa Barbara, Inc. 

Fiscal Year 2017 Annual Report for the Downtown Business 

Improvement District and the 

Old Town Business Improvement District 

This Annual Report from the Downtown Organization of Santa Barbara, Inc. was prepared for 

City Council to review for the annual reauthorization of both the Downtown Santa Barbara 

Business Improvement District (Downtown BID) and the Old Town Business Improvement 

District (OTBID). This is the forty-ninth year of operations for the two BIDs, managed under 

contract by the Downtown Organization of Santa Barbara, a private, non-profit membership 

organization incorporated in 1966 whose purpose is to promote and protect the vitality of 

Downtown Santa Barbara. This report is required by Section 36533 of the California Streets and 

Highways Code. This report is for the proposed calendar year for both BIDs, commencing 

January 1, 2017 and ending December 31, 2017. 

BACKGROUND: These two Downtown BIDs were established separately by ordinance, at 

different times and for different purposes, and therefore have slightly different formulas for 

their respective assessments. 

MANAGEMENT SERVICES: Once the BIDs were established, the City of Santa Barbara 

contracted for their management and the provision of services with the Downtown 

Organization of Santa Barbara, Inc. The Downtown Organization then merged with the Old 

Town Business Association in 1995. The two BIDs have continued to operate separately in 

compliance with their respective ordinances. Their combined revenues support the operations 

and programs managed by the Downtown Santa Barbara organization, under the contract for 

BID services with the City of Santa Barbara. 

DOWNTOWN BID BOUNDARIES: The Improvement Area is defined as follows in the 

original ordinance establishing the district: The business improvement area is the area within the 

areas bounded by Anacapa, Chapala, Micheltorena, and Cota Streets. (See attached map). 

OLD TOWN BID BOUNDARIES: The Improvement Area is defined as follows in the original 

ordinance establishing the district: The Business Improvement Area is the area within the area 

bounded by Anacapa, Chapala, Gutierrez and Ortega streets and businesses fronting on the area bounded 

by said streets and businesses fronting the intersections of said streets, except that the area north of the 

centerline of Ortega Street is not included. (See attached map.) 
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