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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA
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AGENDA DATE:

February 2, 2016

TO:

Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM:

Water Resources Division, Public Works Department

SUBJECT:

Request To Negotiate A Recycled Water Sales Agreement With La
Cumbre Mutual Water Company

RECOMMENDATION: That Council:
Direct staff to enter into negotiations regarding a possible agreement for the sale of City
recycled water to the La Cumbre Mutual Water Company, on behalf of the La Cumbre
Country Club.

DISCUSSION:
On December 17, 2015, the City received a letter from the La Cumbre Country Club
(LCCC) requesting to explore opportunities to connect to the City's recycled water
system. On January 7, 2016, the City received a letter from the La Cumbre Mutual Water
Company (Water Company) supporting LCCC's letter and requesting to enter into an
agreement with the City to purchase recycled water for use at the LCCC for landscape
irrigation. The LCCC has long been interested in receiving recycled water, but since they
are located outside the City service area, a path to an agreement has been complicated.
Given the severity of the current drought, and the challenges ahead for developing new
water supplies, the Water Company is motivated to explore the opportunity of purchasing
recycled water from the City.
The LCCC is within the boundaries of the Goleta Water District (GWD) and within the
service area of the Water Company. It receives approximately 25 percent of its water from
the GWD and 75 percent from the Water Company. If there is insufficient rain this year,
the Water Company is prepared to adopt a Stage 5 Drought Emergency in June 2016,
which will eliminate water for landscaping. The LCCC is requesting approximately 150
acre feet per year (AFY) of City recycled water, which would eliminate its need to
purchase water from the Water Company. In order to facilitate the delivery of recycled
water to the LCCC, the Water Company has requested to enter into an agreement to
purchase recycled water from the City and sell it to the LCCC.
Detail "A" of the City's recycled water system (see Attachment) shows the recycled water
mains that the LCCC must construct in order to bring City-recycled water into the LCCC's

