
 
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING OF THE 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
TO PROPERTY OWNERS WITHIN 300 FEET 

AND RESIDENTS WITHIN 100 FEET OF A PROJECT 
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2016 
1:00 P.M.* (SEE NOTE BELOW) 

CITY HALL, CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 735 ANACAPA STREET 
 
APPLICATION OF CITY OF SANTA BARBARA PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT FOR ANDREE 
CLARK BIRD REFUGE VEGETATION MAINTENANCE AND HABITAT RESTORATION PROJECT, 1400-
1700 BLOCKS EAST CABRILLO BLVD (ANDREE CLARK BIRD REFUGE) AND 1414 PARK PLACE 
(CULVERT), APN 017-382-001; 017-381-001, PR/SD3 ZONES, GENERAL PLAN AND LOCAL COASTAL 
PROGRAM LAND USE PLAN DESIGNATION: OPEN SPACE (MST2016-00344/CDP2011-00014) 

The Andree Clark Bird Refuge is a 42 acre open space park and wildlife refuge that includes a 29 acre lake, with three 
islands, that is an artificially modified estuary containing brackish wetlands. The Refuge supports a varied resident and 
transient bird population including cormorants, coots, various migrating ducks, egrets, geese, gulls and herons. The Bird 
Refuge provides passive recreation opportunities to bird watchers, hikers, and bikers through onsite trails, viewing 
platforms, and 15 parking spaces. 

The project involves an amendment to an existing Coastal Development Permit (MST2011-00315/CDP2011-00014) to 
include an additional five years of routine maintenance to remove marsh vegetation and maintain a culvert in the Andree 
Clark Bird Refuge, located at the 1400 to 1700 blocks of East Cabrillo Blvd; and maintain in perpetuity a culvert along 
Old Coast Highway, located at 1414 Park Place that has a hydrological connection to the Bird Refuge. 

The original Andree Clark Bird Refuge Vegetation Maintenance Project included 0.93 acres of vegetation removal and 0.89 
acres of restoration planting as mitigation for impacts to native wetland marsh habitat. During 2011 and 2012, four thousand 
native plants were installed in eight habitats on the northern shore of the Bird Refuge. The City’s Parks and Recreation 
Department has been monitoring and providing reports to the appropriate agencies regarding the restoration. Monitoring 
will be completed in 2017, pending approval from the various permitting agencies.  

For the next five year maintenance period, it is anticipated that 0.18 acres of wetland vegetation including rhizomes and 
roots in the lake (0.04 acres; rooted), floating vegetation at the beach (0.10 acres) and vegetation in two man-made culverts 
(up to 0.04 acres plus sediment removal at 1414 Park Place in perpetuity) would be removed. The purpose of the project is 
to restore water flow and conveyance in the culverts and lake for the purpose of reducing mosquito production and flooding 
in the vicinity. The discretionary applications required for this project are:   

1. An amendment to the existing Coastal Development Permit (MST2011-00315/CDP2011-00014) to include 
indefinite vegetation and sediment removal within a grouted sandstone culvert located at the City of Santa Barbara 
Municipal Tennis Center, 1414 Park Place, paralleling Old Coast Highway, which is in the Non-Appealable 
Jurisdiction of the City’s Coastal Zone (SBMC §28.44.060); and 

2. Planning Commission recommendation to the California Coastal Commission to amend the existing Coastal 
Development Permit Recommendation (MST2011-00315/CDP2011-00014) and continue another five year routine 
maintenance period to remove marsh vegetation in the lake and maintain a culvert in the Andree Clark Bird Refuge. 
The locations of the work are located in the Permanent Jurisdiction of the Coastal Zone (SBMC §28.44.060) which 
requires approval by the California Coastal Commission.  

The original project included the adoption of a Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) on November 10, 2011. An 
addendum to the MND has been prepared to reflect the next five year maintenance period for the areas located in the Permit 
Jurisdiction of the Coastal Zone, and for indefinite vegetation and sediment maintenance to the culvert located in the Non-
Appealable Jurisdiction of the Coastal Zone at 1414 Park Place.  

You are invited to attend this hearing and address your comments to the Planning Commission. Due to time constraints, 
individual comments are typically limited to two minutes. Written comments are also welcome; mail to PC Secretary, P.O. 



Box 1990, Santa Barbara, CA 93102-1990 or email to PCSecretary@SantaBarbaraCA.gov. Please submit 12 copies of any 
material over 2 pages at the Planning & Zoning counter, 630 Garden Street. Please note that the Planning Commission may 
not have time to consider written comments received after 4:30 p.m. on the Monday before the meeting. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: This is the only notification you will receive for this development application. The 
scope of this project may be modified under further review. If you have any questions, wish to review the plans, or wish to 
be placed on a mailing list for future agendas for this item, contact Jessica W. Grant at (805) 564-5470, extension 4550 or 
email JGrant@SantaBarbaraCA.gov. Office hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Thursday, and every other 
Friday (see SantaBarbaraCA.gov/Calendar for closure dates). 

Meeting agendas, minutes, and videos are available online at SantaBarbaraCA.gov/PC. This meeting will be broadcast live 
on City TV-Channel 18 and online at SantaBarbaraCA.gov/CityTV. Meeting attendees are encouraged to monitor the City 
TV broadcast to plan their arrival time. 

If you, as an aggrieved party or applicant, disagree with the decision of the Planning Commission regarding the outcome of 
this application, you may appeal the decision to the City Council. The appeal, accompanied by the appropriate filing fee per 
application, must be filed in the City Clerk’s Office within ten calendar days of the Planning Commission decision. If the 
Planning Commission decision is appealed, and if the City Council approves the project on appeal, then it is appealable to 
the California Coastal Commission under California Public Resources Code §30603(a) and SBMC §28.44.200. 

If you challenge the permit approval or environmental document in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues 
you or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the 
Planning Commission at or prior to the public hearing. 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: If you need auxiliary aids or services or staff assistance to attend or 
participate in this meeting, contact the City Administrator’s Office at (805) 564-5305. If possible, notification at least 48 
hours prior to the meeting will usually enable the City to make reasonable arrangements. Specialized services, such as sign 
language interpretation or documents in Braille, may require additional lead time to arrange. 

* NOTE: On Thursday, October 27, 2016, an Agenda with all items to be heard on Thursday, November 3, 2016 will be 
available at 630 Garden Street and at www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov/PC. Please note that online Staff Reports may not include 
some exhibits. Agenda items are subject to change. 
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