




















































































































































EXHIBIT E





























 

 

RELEVANT CITY GENERAL PLAN GOALS, POLICIES & IMPLEMENTATION 

STRATEGIES 
 

 

Land Use Element (2011) 

GOALS 

 Resource Allocation:  Achieve a balance in the amount, location and type of growth within the context of 

available resources including water, energy, food, housing, and transportation.  

 Character:  Maintain the small town character of Santa Barbara as a unique and desirable place to live, work, 

and visit. 

 Design:  Protect and enhance the community’s character with appropriately sized and scaled buildings, a 

walkable town, useable and well-located open space, and abundant, sustainable landscaping. 

 Historic Preservation:  Protect, preserve and enhance the City’s historic resources. 

 Neighborhoods:  Maintain and enhance neighborhoods with community centers where requested, and improved 

connectivity to daily necessities, including limited commercial activity, transit, and open spaces while 

protecting the established character of the neighborhood.  Maintain or reduce the existing ambient noise levels 

in single family neighborhoods.  

 Public Health:  Improve public health through community design and location of resources by promoting 

physical activity, access to healthy foods and improved air quality.   

 Mobility:  Apply land use planning tools and strategies that support the city’s mobility goals. 

 Regional Approach:  Support the establishment of the best possible government, jurisdictions, and 

intergovernmental working relationships for the South Coast area, from Gaviota to the City of Ventura. 

 

Land Use Policies 

LG5. Community Benefit Housing.  While acknowledging the need to balance the provision of affordable 

housing with market-rate housing, new residential development in multi-family and commercial zones, 

including mixed-use projects, should include affordable housing and open space benefits.  

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

LG5.1 Affordable Housing.  Develop standards and project level findings to encourage the development 

of Community Benefit Housing defined as: 

 Rental housing; 

 Housing affordable to low, moderate, or middle income households; 

 Employer sponsored workforce housing; 

 Limited Equity Co-operative Housing; 

 Affordable Housing Downtown for Downtown Workers; and/or  

 Transitional housing, single residential occupancy, and other housing for special needs 

populations including seniors, physically or mentally disabled, homeless, and children aging 

out of foster care. 

LG5.2 Open Space.  Develop on and off site open space standards for incorporation into the development 

review process to include: 

EXHIBIT F
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 Access to adequate public open space within a ½-mile radius; and/or 

 Dedication of sufficient useable open space on-site; and/or 

 A contribution made toward future parks through in-lieu fees. 

LG6.5 High Fire Areas.  Limit new residential development in the High Fire Areas by offering incentives 

and/or an option for property owners to transfer development rights from the High Fire Area to the 

High Density residential land use designations.  

LG7. Community Benefit Non-Residential Land Uses.  Community Benefit Land Uses are determined and 

defined by City Council and shall include the following categories:  

 Community Priority, 

 Economic Development, 

 “Green” Economic Development, 

 Small and Local Business, or 

 Development of Special Needs  

Neighborhood Policies 

LG14. Low Density Single Family Zoned Residential Areas.  Maintain and protect the character and quality of life 

of single family zoned neighborhoods as a low density residential community. 

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

LG14.2 Slope Density Standards.  Require new subdivisions of land classified single family and two-

family with a 10 percent or greater average slope to comply with slope density standards as set 

forth in the City’s Zoning Ordinance. 

LG15.3 Institutional Uses.  Review the permitting process for government public facilities and institutional 

uses and strengthen the findings as needed for neighborhood compatibility in residential areas. 

LG15.4 Best Practices for Institutional Uses.  As part of neighborhood planning, as appropriate, initiate 

and conduct studies in residential neighborhoods that have various established institutional uses.  

The purpose of the study is to engage those who manage these institutional uses in a discussion 

with neighborhood representatives and City officials to develop “best practices” for the conduct of 

activities associated with the institutional land uses in order to improve their compatibility with 

their adjacent residential neighbors on a voluntary basis.  Such a study should be conducted in the 

Upper East Neighborhood that has a unique concentration of existing institutional land uses.  

Subsequent to this study, and the identification of best practices, these practices should be 

considered citywide, as appropriate. 

Regional Governance 

R3. Annexations.  Annexation of land to the City shall only be allowed if resource capacities exist to serve the 

additional area and population, the use of resource capacities will not jeopardize priority development (i.e., 

affordable housing), and the annexation will minimize impacts on service costs.  

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

R3.1 Resource Capacity.  It is the City’s preference to merge under one government the city of Santa 

Barbara and the area within its sphere of influence.  However, all proposed annexations shall be 

assessed for potential impacts on the costs and capacities of resources, for example, on water, 

wastewater treatment, public safety, and affordable housing. 
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R3.2 Consistency.  New residential subdivisions shall comply with established density and lot area size 

requirements unless the development includes affordable housing consistent with State Law and 

General Plan policies.  

R3.3 Compatibility.  Residential properties that are annexed to the city shall be designated and zoned to 

be compatible with adjoining residential areas of the city. 

Housing Element (2011) 

GOALS 

 Conservation and Improvement of Existing Housing:  Conserve the existing housing stock and improve its 

condition while minimizing displacement, maintaining housing affordability, and preventing future blight or 

deterioration. 

 Regional Cooperation and Jobs/Housing Balance:  Coordinate City efforts with those of surrounding 

communities towards balancing jobs and housing in the regional housing market. 

 Public Education and Information:  Continue public education regarding affordable housing to increase 

awareness of the housing needs of extremely low, very low, low, moderate and middle income and special 

needs households and to inform the public about existing affordable housing opportunities, available resources 

and programs. 

 

Regional Cooperation and Jobs/Housing Balance Policies 

H22. Work to Solve Regional Jobs/Housing Imbalance.  The City is committed to working with neighboring 

jurisdictions and the private sector to solve the regional jobs/housing imbalance in a regional manner. 

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

H22.7 Employer Incentives.  Work with the Coastal Housing Partnership to develop incentives for 

employers throughout the South Coast to provide employee housing on-site or close-by off-site, 

and establish or expand programs that encourage employers to provide other housing benefits or 

financial assistance programs, such as down payments, closing costs and rental move-in fees for 

employees. 

Open Space, Parks and Recreation Element (2011) 

GOAL 

 Open Space Opportunities.  Protect and enhance the city’s livability, accessibility and character, and the 

community’s health, through the generous provision of a variety of accessible public open space opportunities. 

 

Open Space, Parks and Recreation Policies 

OP1. Variety and Abundance.  Provide ample open space through a variety of types, including nature reserves, 

parks, beaches, sports fields, trails, urban walkways, plazas, paseos, pocket parks, play areas, gardens, and 

view points, consistent with standards established for this city. 

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

OP1.2 Remaining Key Open Space.  Use the information in the Master Environmental Assessment 

Visual Resource Maps and other data to identify key areas within the City and its sphere of 

influence that merit long-term protection, and take appropriate actions to preserve such areas as 

passive open space.  Focus on larger areas of contiguous open space including areas in the Las 

http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=16900
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Positas Valley, Elings Park, El Presidio de Santa Barbara State Historic Park, east slopes of Hope 

Ranch, north Mesa hillsides, the Riviera, and throughout the foothills, particularly in lower 

Mission Canyon and the watersheds of Arroyo Burro and Barger Canyon creeks, as well as the 

Atascadero and Cieneguitas creek watersheds adjacent to the San Marcos Foothills Preserve.   

OP1.3 Protect Contiguous Open Land.  All new development within identified key open space areas shall 

be sited and designed to preserve contiguous tracts of open space and connectivity with open 

space on adjacent parcels.  Connectivity includes connected habitats and wildlife corridors.   

OP2. Open Space, Park, Recreation and Trails Acquisition and Maintenance Funding.  The City shall 

develop a variety of ways and options to support acquisition and maintenance of public open space, and 

new development and re-development shall contribute commensurate with the incremental need generated.  

Access and connectivity between open spaces shall be considered in future acquisition and maintenance 

funding. 

Economy and Fiscal Health Element (2011) 

GOALS 

 Strong, Diverse Economy.  Ensure a strong economy with a diversity of business sizes and types that provide a 

stable long-term revenue base necessary to support essential services and community enhancements, as well as 

diverse job opportunities. 

 Tourism.  Continue to support tourism and related support services for visitors to Santa Barbara.  

 Minimize Impacts and Costs.  Internalize impacts to the environment of new development and redevelopment, 

and avoid costs to the community. 

 

Local Economic Policies 

Promote Economy and Fiscal Health goals and policy direction working with non-profits and businesses. 

EF5. Green/Sustainable Businesses.  Provide where practicable a green promotional and economic development 

program, to support businesses that: 

 Develop or provide “green/sustainable” products, such as recycled building materials, alternative 

transportation vehicles, alternate energy sources, organic agriculture, etc.;  

 Enhance the natural environment, conserve energy, water or materials, prevent pollution, reduce waste; 

 Provide environmental education to the community about City programs.  

Continue to support the Green Business Program Santa Barbara County by publicly recognizing 

businesses that promote environmental responsibility and community concern.  

EF9. Infrastructure Improvements.  Identify, evaluate and prioritize capital improvements that would assist in 

business retention or expansion, such as increased public transit, a rail/transit transfer center, city-wide wi-

fi, sidewalk improvements, or consolidated customer parking facilities.   

EF18. Arts, Crafts, and Culture.  Recognize the contribution to the City’s economy played by the arts, crafts, and 

cultural events, and continue to support and promote these endeavors.  

Historic Resources Element (2012) 

GOALS 

 Protection and Enhancement of Historical Resources:  Continue to identify, designate, protect, preserve and 

enhance the City’s historical, architectural, and archaeological resources. Ensure Santa Barbara’s “sense of 

place” by preserving and protecting evidence of its historic past, which includes but is not limited to historic 

http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=16902
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buildings, structures, and cultural landscapes such as sites, features, streetscapes, neighborhoods, and 

landscapes. 

 Increased Awareness and Appreciation:  Increase public awareness and appreciation of Santa Barbara’s history 

and pre-history, its historical, cultural and paleontological resources, their value and the need to protect them.  

Recognize that historic resources are necessary contributors to attaining sustainability, environmental and 

economic vitality, and preservation of the city’s quality of life. 

 Neighborhood Historic Preservation:  Protect the significant contribution made by Santa Barbara’s 

neighborhood historic resources to the City’s charm and sense of historical context.  

 

Protection of Buildings, Structures, Sites and Features Policies 

HR1. Protect Historic and Archaeological Resources.  Protect the heritage of the City by preserving, protecting 

and enhancing historic resources and archaeological resources. Apply available governmental resources, 

devices and approaches, such as the measures enumerated in the Land Use Element of this Plan, to 

facilitate their preservation and protection. 

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

HR1.5 Protect archaeological resources from potential damage or destruction.   

 In the environmental review process, any proposed project which is in an area indicated on 

the map as "sensitive" shall receive further study to determine if archaeological resources are 

present and in jeopardy.  Consider notification/consultation of most likely descendants of 

Barbareño Chumash whose names appear on the City of Santa Barbara archaeological 

monitors list; and local Native American associations and individuals for comment.  A 

preliminary site survey (or similar study as part of an environmental impact report) shall be 

conducted in every case where archaeological resources could be threatened. 

 When making land use decisions, potential damage to archaeological resources shall be given 

consideration along with other planning, environmental, social, and economic considerations.  

 Publicly accessible areas known to contain significant archaeological resources should be 

preserved by limiting access and/or development which would involve permanent covering or 

disturbance of sub-surface artifacts. 

HR2. Ensure respectful and compatible development.  Seek to ensure that all development within the City 

respects rather than detracts from individual historic and archaeological resources as well as the 

neighborhood and the overall historical character of the city.  Assure compatibility of development, respect 

for the historical context of historical resources, and consideration of sustainable design alternatives where 

compatible. 

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

HR2.1 Protect historic resources from harmful development.  Development on parcels in proximity to 

historic resources shall be designed, sited and scaled to be compatible with their historic neighbor 

and with public enjoyment of the historic site.  Construction activity in proximity to historic 

resources shall not damage or adversely impact the historic resources, and new structures 

themselves shall not pose a threat of either short or long-term damaging effects upon the historic 

resources. 

HR2.2 Consider impacts to historic resources comprehensively.  Require the identification and analysis of 

potential impacts to historic resources as an integral component of the review process of all 

development applications.  Evaluate the impacts of proposed development in proximity to historic 

resources.  Review bodies shall not consider other existing incompatible development as a 

justification for additional potentially incompatible development. 
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HR2.3 Assess potential damage.  Ensure that construction activities in proximity to a historic structure do 

not damage the historic resource.  For projects involving substantial demolition and/or grading 

adjacent to such a resource, include any necessary measures as determined in consultation with the 

City Urban Historian, or in accepted Cultural Resources or Historic Structures Report 

recommendations.  Such measures should include participation by a structural engineer and/or an 

architect knowledgeable in historic resources and their treatment, such as a historical architect. 

HR2.4 Analyze potential long-term damage.  Where appropriate, require an evaluation for potential 

environmental damage to historic resources (e.g., older adobe buildings and structures), such as 

when development and landscaping in proximity might result in a change in microclimate of the 

affected historic resource.  The goal is to ensure that there are no significant long-term negative 

impacts to the condition or environment of the historic resource.  The evaluation study shall 

include a comparative assessment of potential harmful impacts to the exterior or interior of a 

structure.  Impacts to be studied may include air circulation, humidity, temperature, heating and 

cooling dynamics, noise, vibration, air quality, and light and shade conditions. 

HR2.5 Use appropriate measures.  Measures to be implemented shall include assurances that such 

development is appropriately scaled, designed and sited, and provided with well-located open 

space and landscaping.  Proportionately scale construction (addressing height, size, bulk, volume, 

etc.) adjacent to historic resources. 

HR2.8 Employ historic resource buffers. Use the following measures to establish buffer zones to further 

protect historic resources: 

 Require that all parcels within 100 feet of a historic resource be identified and flagged for 

scrutiny for impacts on those resources, prior to either approval of any development 

application. 

Neighborhood Policies 

HR5. Protect Neighborhood Historic Resources.  Identify neighborhoods in the city that have substantially 

maintained historical character, and pursue measures to preserve that character.  Protect such 

neighborhoods, especially those in close proximity to the downtown and commercial cores, from 

development that might transform their historic character. 

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

HR5.1 Help preserve neighborhoods that have retained historical character.  Adopt mechanisms, such as 

ordinance amendments, that secure protection for neighborhoods and streetscapes that have 

substantially maintained their character of the period of their initial development, as well as later 

periods of historical interest that reveal the historical evolution of the neighborhood or streetscape. 

HR5.2 Provide guidelines that facilitate protection.  Adopt design guidelines that seek to ensure that new 

and remodeled buildings and structures will be compatible with surrounding historical 

development, that seek to prevent the unnecessary loss of a structure or historical features, and that 

ensure appropriate compatible design. 

HR5.3 Provide property owner support.  Encourage upgrading and revitalization compatible with the 

character of the neighborhood, and provide homeowners with incentives, technical assistance and 

support.  

HR5.4 Prioritize documented candidates.  Fast-track adoption of interim or permanent protection 

measures–such as historic district status or other appropriate measures–for those neighborhoods 

that have been adequately documented to contain historic resources.  

HR5.5 Establish zoning that conforms to the character of neighborhoods.  Identify incompatibilities 

between the traditional historic development patterns of existing neighborhoods that have 

substantially preserved their historic character and existing zoning, and seek to reconcile the 
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conflicts in ways that help insure perpetuation of the neighborhood’s traditional development 

patterns. Review and revise, as appropriate, existing zoning that allows inconsistent development 

that would adversely affect or erode its historic character. 

Cultural Landscapes Such as Streetscapes, Public Features, and Pedestrian Amenities Policies 

HR6. Protect Traditional Public Resources and Streetscapes.  Identify and preserve significant public 

resources and streetscapes and ensure a public review process in order to protect their historical features 

and attributes. 

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

HR6.1 Preserve and protect traditional public resources and streetscapes.  Pursue measures to preserve 

and protect historical features such as trees, stone curbing, hitching posts, and sidewalk imprints. 

HR6.2 Prioritize documented features.  Target features that have been identified in historic resource 

surveys as historically significant for specific protection measures, such as landmark or structure 

of merit designation, as well as state and federal designations.  

HR6.3 Promote streets that accommodate pedestrians. Since traditional streetscapes accommodated 

pedestrians, require that all projects in historic areas involving street design pursue options that 

advance and enhance pedestrian friendliness.  

HR7. Protect Cultural Landscapes.  Identify and preserve historic landscapes.  

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

HR7.1 Identify and designate historic cultural landscape features.  Require that historic surveys include 

identification of historic trees, specimen trees, gardens, landscapes, streetscapes and landscape 

features.  Include landscape features worthy of protection as part of historic designation 

boundaries. 

HR7.2 Protect landscapes that contribute to historic resource context.  Require that reviews of all 

development applications consider impacts upon cultural landscapes and landscape features that 

contribute to the integrity of a historic resource. 

Public Education Policy 

HR9. Increase Awareness of Santa Barbara’s Heritage. Promote recognition that conservation of historic and 

cultural resources is a necessary contributor toward economic vitality, attaining sustainability and 

preservation of quality of life.  Increase public awareness and appreciation of the significance of Santa 

Barbara’s history.  Promote awareness, appreciation and understanding of the early inhabitants of Santa 

Barbara.   

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

HR9.1 Generate programs.  Develop and expand programs that educate the public about the importance 

of preserving archaeological, prehistoric, historical, and cultural resources. 

HR9.2 Reach out. Promote programs, awards and events to heighten public awareness and promote 

tourism. 

HR9.3 Coordinate promotion.  Integrate promotional efforts of various agencies and organizations that 

utilize local history such as, walking tours, brochures, fairs, festivals, public events and awards.  

HR9.5 Improve awareness.  Encourage and participate in partnerships between the City, developers, 

landowners and representation from most likely descendants of Barbareño Chumash; and local 
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Native American associations and individuals to increase the visibility of Chumash history and 

culture by: 

a. Supporting public displays or exhibits of Chumash arts, culture and history, 

b. Encouraging the incorporation of elements from Chumash art and culture into public and 

private development, 

c. Supporting the creation of a permanent Chumash archaeological museum and interpretive 

center in addition to those of the Santa Barbara Natural History Museum. 

Environmental Resources Element (2011) 

GOALS 

 Sustainable Resource Use.  Protect and use natural resources wisely to sustain their quantity and quality, 

minimize hazards to people and property, and meet present and future service, health and environmental needs.   

 Reduce Greenhouse Gases.  Reduce where practicable greenhouse gas emissions contributions to climate 

change, and to air pollution and related health risks. 

 Reduce Fossil Fuel Use.  Reduce fossil fuel use through increased efficiency and conservation, and by 

developing renewable energy sources. 

 Climate Change Adaptation.  If applicable, incorporate adaptation to climate change in proposals for new 

development, redevelopment and public infrastructure. 

Energy Conservation Policies 

Air Quality Policies 

ER8. Low-Emission Vehicles and Equipment.  Expand infrastructure and establish incentives for use of lower 

emission vehicles and equipment (e.g., parking priority, electric vehicle plug-ins).  Support the amendment 

of speed limit restrictions to permit the wider use of electric vehicles. 

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

ER8.1  Electric Vehicles.  Monitor electric car development, including the projected availability of new 

vehicles and the types of charging stations that will serve those vehicles. Require the installation 

of the most commonly used types of electric charging stations in all major new non-residential 

development and remodels as appropriate, based on increases in the electric vehicle fleet and the 

availability of suitable charging technology. Provide expedited permitting for installation of 

electric vehicle charging infrastructure in residential, commercial, and industrial development. 

Consider changing the Building Code to require pre-wiring for electric vehicle charging 

infrastructure in new and substantial remodels of residential units. 

Biological Resources Policies 

ER11. Native and Other Trees and Landscaping.  Protect and maintain native and other urban trees, and 

landscaped spaces, and promote the use of native or Mediterranean drought-tolerant species in landscaping 

to save energy and water, incorporate habitat, and provide shade.  

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

ER11.2 Oak Woodlands.  Site new development outside of oak woodlands to the maximum extent 

feasible.  Within and adjacent to oak woodlands: 

http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=16904
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a. Avoid removal of specimen oak trees; 

b. Preserve and protect oak saplings and native understory vegetation within areas planned to 

remain in open space;  

c. Provide landscaping compatible with the continuation and enhancement of the habitat area, 

consisting primarily of native species and excluding use of invasive non-native species;  

d. Include conditions of approval for habitat restoration of degraded oak woodlands where such 

development creates direct or indirect impacts to the affected habitat; 

e. Minimize or avoid installation of high water use landscaping (e.g., lawn) under the dripline of 

oak trees.  

ER12. Wildlife, Coastal and Native Plant Habitat Protection and Enhancement.  Protect, maintain, and to the 

extent reasonably possible, expand the City’s remaining diverse native plant and wildlife habitats, including 

ocean, wetland, coastal, creek, foothill, and urban-adapted habitats.   

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

ER12.4 Native Species Habitat Planning.  Protect and restore habitat areas for native flora and fauna, and 

wildlife corridors within the City, including for chaparral, oak woodland, and riparian areas.  In 

particular, provide land use/design guidelines to:  

a. Require buildings and other elements of the built environment, and landscaping to be 

designed to enhance the wildlife corridor network as habitat. 

b. Ensure that the City and new development preserve existing trees within identified wildlife 

corridors, and promote planting new trees, and installing and maintaining appropriate native 

landscaping in new developments within or adjacent to important upland wildlife corridors 

and all streams. Ensure that efforts are made to minimize disturbance to understory 

vegetation, soils, and any aquatic habitats that are present below the trees in order to provide 

movement of species that utilize the habitat.   

c. Ensure that new development and redevelopment projects will not result in a net reduction or 

loss in size and value of native riparian habitats.  

d. Increase riparian habitat within the City and / or its sphere of influence by 20 acres or more, 

and 1 linear mile or more, over the 20 year life of Plan Santa Barbara.  Priorities for 

restoration include perennial reaches of the major streams, reaches of creek on publicly-

owned land, and degraded areas of the City’s three major creeks.  

ER12.5 Riparian Woodland Protection.  Site new development outside of riparian woodlands to the extent 

feasible. Within and adjacent to riparian woodlands:  

a. Avoid removal of mature native trees;  

b. Preserve and protect native tree saplings and understory vegetation;  

c. Provide landscaping within creek setback compatible with the continuation and enhancement 

of the habitat area, consisting primarily of appropriate native species and excluding use of 

invasive non-native species;  

d. Include conditions of approval for habitat restoration of degraded oak woodlands where such 

development creates direct or indirect impacts to the affected habitat;   

e. Include water quality protection and enhancement measures consistent with the adopted City 

Storm Water Management Plan. 

ER13. Trail Management.  Existing and future trails along creeks or in other natural settings shall be managed 

for both passive recreational use and as native species habitat and corridors.   
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Hydrology, Water Quality and Flooding Policies 

ER19. Creek Resources and Water Quality.  Encourage development and infrastructure that is consistent with 

City policies and programs for comprehensive watershed planning, creeks restoration, water quality 

protection, open space enhancement, storm water management, and public creek and water awareness 

programs.   

ER21. Creek Setbacks, Protection, and Restoration.  Protection and restoration of creeks and their riparian 

corridors is a priority for improving biological values, water quality, open space and flood control in 

conjunction with adaptation planning for climate change.   

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

ER21.1 Creek Setback Standards.  Establish updated creek setback and restoration standards for new 

development and redevelopment along all creeks, and prepare or update guidelines for restoration, 

increase of pervious surfaces and appropriate land uses within designated creek side buffers.   

a. Develop setback standards of greater than 25 feet from the top of bank for new structures and 

hard surfaces adjacent to creeks and wetlands.  

b. At a given site, creek buffers should be adequate for protection from flood, erosion, and 

geologic hazards, and to provide habitat support.  

c. In developing creek setback and restoration standards, consider applicable creek standards in 

surrounding jurisdictions and the Santa Barbara County Flood Control District general 

recommendation for new development setbacks of 50 feet from the top of bank of major 

creeks with natural creek banks, with a reduction up to 25 feet where “hard bank” protection 

is present.   

d. For new development that is closer than 50 feet to the top of the bank of any major stream, 

creek bank stabilization shall be provided through planting of native trees and shrubs on creek 

banks and along the top of banks to minimize erosion and the potential for bank failure.    

e. When the City determines that a structure must be constructed within proposed creek setbacks 

or where a project would be exposed to unusually high risk of bank erosion or collapse, non-

intrusive bank stabilization methods such as bio-engineering techniques (e.g. revegetation, 

tree revetment, native material revetment, etc.) shall be used where feasible rather than hard 

bank solutions such as rip-rap or concrete.  

ER21.2 Creekside Development Guidelines.  Establish design guidelines for development and 

redevelopment near creeks, such as measures to orient development toward creeks, and better 

incorporate creeks as part of landscape and open space design.  Utilize native riparian palettes for 

landscaping along creeks, and prohibit the use of non-native invasive plants.  Encourage public 

creekside pedestrian paths where appropriate to increase connectivity and provide pocket parks 

and signage to improve public awareness and enjoyment of the City’s creeks. 

Aesthetics and Visual Resources Policies  

ER29. Visual Resources Protection.  New development or redevelopment shall preserve or enhance important 

public views and viewpoints for public enjoyment, where such protection would not preclude reasonable 

development of a property.   

ER30. Enhance Visual Quality.  Not only retain, but improve visual quality of the city wherever practicable. 
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Possible Implementation Action to be Considered 

ER30.1 Underground Utilities.  Cooperate with developers and utility companies to underground as many 

as possible overhead utilities in the city by 2030.  Establish a listing of priority street segments 

with realistic target dates in the capital improvements program and continue to support 

neighborhood efforts for undergrounding. 

Noise Policies 

ER31. Noise Policies for New Residential Uses.   Take into consideration the surrounding existing and future legal 

land uses in establishing exterior noise policies for new residential uses. 

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

ER31.2. Residential Exterior Ambient Noise Levels in Single Family Zones. An average ambient outdoor 

noise level of 60 dBA Ldn or CNEL or less is established as the level considered normally 

acceptable for required outdoor living areas of residential units located within single-family zones 

except for areas subject to higher ambient noise levels, for which a 65 dBA Ldn or CNEL standard 

is established.  This policy amends the General Plan Noise Element Land Use Compatibility 

Guidelines for residential units in single-family zones that already experience average ambient 

noise levels above 60 dBA.   

ER31.5 Non-Residential Noise Affecting Residential Neighborhoods. To further General Plan policies for 

maintaining quiet, high quality neighborhoods, require more detailed noise assessments for 

proposed special, conditional, and institutional uses with episodic activities and events that may 

cause noise effects to residential neighborhoods. 

Conservation Element (1979, prior amendment 1994) 

VISUAL RESOURCES 

 

Goals 

 Restore where feasible, maintain, enhance, and manage the creekside environments within the City 

as visual amenities, where consistent with sound flood control management and soil conservation 

techniques. 

 Protect and enhance the scenic character of the City. 

 Maintain the scenic character of the City by preventing unnecessary removal of significant trees and 

encouraging cultivation of new trees. 

 Protect significant open space areas from the type of development which would degrade the City’s 

visual resources. 

Policies 

1.0 Development adjacent to creeks shall not degrade the creeks or their riparian environments. 

4.0 Trees enhance the general appearance of the City’s landscape and should be preserved and protected. 

5.0 Significant open space areas should be protected to preserve the City’s visual resources from degradation. 
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Implementation Strategies 

1.2 Examine undeveloped parcels having creek frontage for possible purchase and retention as open 

space. 

4.1 Mature trees should be integrated into project design rather than removed. The Tree Ordinance 

should be reviewed to ensure adequate provision for review of protection measures proposed for the 

preservation of trees in the project design. 

4.2 All feasible options should be exhausted prior to the removal of trees. 

4.3 Major trees removed as a result of development or other property improvement shall be replaced by 

specimen trees on a minimum one-for-one basis. 

4.4 Private efforts to increase the number of street trees throughout the City should be encouraged. 

AIR QUALITY 

Goals 

 Maintain air quality above Federal and State ambient air quality standards. 

 Reduce dependence upon the automobile. 

Policies 

1.0 Reduce single occupant automobile trips and increase the utilization of public transit. 

2.0 Improve the attractiveness and safety of bicycle use as an alternate mode of travel for short- and medium-

distance trips. 

 

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Goals 

 Enhance and preserve the City’s critical ecological resources in order to provide a high-quality 

environment necessary to sustain the City’s ecosystem. 

 Increase public understanding of the relationship between the maintenance of the City ecosystem and 

the welfare of the general public. 

Policies 

4.0 Remaining Coastal Perennial Grasslands and Southern Oak Woodlands shall be preserved, where feasible. 

5.0 The habitats of rare and endangered species shall be preserved. 

11.0 Where Biological Resources policies conflict, the policy most protective of the natural environment shall 

prevail. 
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DRAINAGE AND FLOOD CONTROL 

Goals 

 Ensure that human habitation of the City’s floodplains does not adversely affect public health, safety, 

and welfare. 

 Encourage recreation, conservation and open space uses in floodplains. 

Policies 

2.0 Floodplain management programs shall be implemented through the Building Officer of the Division of Land 

Use Controls, and the Flood Control Division. 

3.0 Hazard reduction programs shall be implemented in urban sections of the City already built in hazardous 

flood-prone areas. 

4.0 Goals and policies of this Element are interrelated with those of the Safety and Open Space Elements and 

shall be considered together in land use planning decisions. 

Implementation Strategies 

2.4 Encourage the use of permeable or pervious surfaces in all new development to minimize additional 

surface runoff. 

3.2 Regulate buffer zones along creeks to protect against bank erosion from public or private practices 

including grading, brush cleaning, trail maintenance, dumping or construction of private structures 

such as bridges or walkways across creeks. Routine debris removal by the City for flood reduction is 

exempted. 

4.1 Encourage the use of natural building materials for flood control channels such as stone, heavy 

timber, erosion control shrubs, and wire revetment with plantings of native or naturalized flora 

wherever they provide a comparable degree of flood protection. 

4.2 Creeks and their banks constitute a scenic open space resource within the City in their natural state; 

thus, the Open Space Element also recognizes the importance of keeping structures out of the stream 

channels for preservation of City resources. 

4.3 The Safety Element recognizes the hazard to lives and property of encroachment of structures into 

stream channels and on stream banks; thus, it also supports the findings of this Element on the basis 

of hazard reduction. 

WATER RESOURCES 

Goal 

 To maintain existing and protect future potential water resources of the City of Santa Barbara. 

Implementation Strategies 

2.1 Require all new development to incorporate water conservation features and devices into project 

design in order to minimize future increases in water demand. 

2.2 Encourage new development and redevelopment to consider innovative water conservation 

techniques such as gray water recycling. 
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Circulation Element (2011) 

GOALS 

 Integrated Multi-Modal Transportation System.  Create a more integrated multi-modal transportation system to 

connect people, places, goods, and services.  Provide a choice of transportation modes and decrease vehicle 

traffic congestion.   

 Street Network.  Provide a comprehensive street network that safely serves all transportation modes. 

 

Circulation Policies 

C1. Transportation Infrastructure Enhancement and Preservation.  Assess the current and potential demand for 

alternative transportation and where warranted increase the availability and attractiveness of alternative 

transportation by improving related infrastructure and facilities without reducing vehicle access.    

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

C1.1 Pedestrian and Bicycle Infrastructure.  Emphasize high quality public right-of-way infrastructure 

to include enhanced pedestrian and bicycle facilities.    

 Provide high quality pedestrian crossings as described in the Pedestrian Master Plan that 

result in a high rate of vehicle yielding at uncontrolled intersections.   

 Install pedestrian amenities (e.g., pedestrian-scaled street lighting, benches, trees and other 

landscaping) along high volume pedestrian corridors, at other key pedestrian destinations 

(parks, schools, etc.) and, in coordination with MTD, around transit stops and stations (e.g. 

shade and rain structures, and space for newspaper dispensers). 

 Improvements to bicycle travel-ways and parking are a priority use of rights-of-way 

throughout the City, therefore, carry out implementation of all of the recommended 

improvements within the City’s Bicycle Master Plan. 

 Improve coordination between City, County, UCSB, SBCAG, and other South Coast cities 

and entities to improve and expand regional bike paths and routes that cross jurisdictional 

boundaries.   

 

Development Policies 

C8. Emergency Routes.  It shall be a high priority to keep all emergency evacuation, response and truck routes 

free of physical restrictions that may reduce evacuation/response times.  

C9. Accessibility.  Make universal accessibility for persons with disabilities, seniors, and other special needs 

populations a priority in the construction of all new development for both public and private projects. 

Circulation Element (1997, original 1964) 

Goal 1 PROVIDE A TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM THAT SUPPORTS THE ECONOMIC 

VITALITY OF THE CITY 

 

Establish and maintain a transportation system that supports the economic vitality of local 

businesses.   

 

POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

 

1.1 The City shall establish, maintain, and expand a mobility system that supports the economic 

http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=16905


RELEVANT CITY GENERAL PLAN GOALS, POLICIES & IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

SANTA BARBARA MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 

JUNE 5, 2014 

PAGE 15 OF 19 

 
vitality of local businesses. 

 

1.1.3 Enhance alternative transportation services and infrastructure access between residential, 

recreational, educational, institutional and commercial areas. 

 

Goal 2 STRIVE TO ACHIEVE EQUALITY OF CONVENIENCE AND CHOICE AMONG ALL 

MODES OF TRANSPORTATION 
 

Emphasize alternative modes in order to provide real options and opportunities for people to 

choose among different forms of transportation rather than relying exclusively on the 

automobile. 

 

POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

 

2.1 Work to achieve equality of convenience and choice among all modes of transportation. 

 

2.1.2 Expand and enhance the infrastructure for and promote the use of the bicycle as an alternative 

form of travel to the automobile. 

 

2.1.3 Create an integrated pedestrian system that promotes safe and convenient pedestrian travel 

throughout the City. 

  

Goal 4 INCREASE BICYCLING AS A TRANSPORTATION MODE 
 

Develop a comprehensive system of bicycle routes which are integrated with other modes of 

transportation and which provide safe and efficient bikeways. 

 

POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
 

4.2 The City shall work to expand, enhance, and maintain the system of bikeways to serve 

current community needs and to develop increased ridership for bicycle transportation and 

recreation. 

 

4.2.1 Create bikeways that conveniently serve major areas of attraction, such as shopping centers, 

public buildings, parks, places of employment, schools, and the Waterfront. 

 

Goal 5 INCREASE WALKING AND OTHER PATHS OF TRAVEL 

 

Develop a comprehensive system of pedestrian routes which are integrated with other modes of 

transportation and which provide safe and efficient paths of travel. 

 

POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

 

5.1 The City shall create an integrated pedestrian system within and between City 

neighborhoods, schools, recreational areas, commercial areas and places of interest. 
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5.1.2 Identify and link major activity centers and destinations with walkways.  This will consist of the 

following: 

 

 surveying existing connections between neighborhoods and identifying opportunities and 

constraints for new pedestrian connections, 

 identifying existing barriers to walking to school and where feasible eliminating those 

barriers, 

 providing improved access for pedestrians (for example, between such areas as the 

Eastside, Westside, Mesa, Lower State, Upper State and Waterfront areas, major 

attractions, recreation, cultural, and commercial areas), 

 working with neighborhood markets and grocery stores to identify ways to encourage 

walking trips to the market from surrounding neighborhood areas, 

 improving pedestrian access in and around the Mission by providing safe and attractive 

walking connections between the Mission, Rose Garden, Rocky Nook Park, Natural History 

Museum and Alameda Padre Serra, and 

 creating an integrated pedestrian system linking the Franklin Center, Franklin School, the 

Eastside Library and the community gardens. 

Goal 6 REDUCE THE USE OF THE AUTOMOBILE FOR DRIVE-ALONE TRIPS 

 

 Efficiently and effectively use the existing street system through incentives, the provision of 

attractive alternatives and a transportation demand management program.  Recognizing that 

automobiles will still be on the road, the City will support programs that encourage increased 

vehicle occupancies and trip reduction in order to enjoy the quality of life that currently exists.  

The City recognizes that reducing drive-alone trips from current levels may create roadway 

capacity for new development consistent with the General Plan. 

 

POLICIES AND IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

 

6.1 The City shall continue to support efforts to expand Transportation Demand Management 

Programs. 

 

6.1.4 Work with employers to provide transportation demand management programs that encourage 

employees to rideshare and use alternative modes of transportation.  Such voluntary programs 

may include telecommuting, transportation allowances in lieu of free or inexpensive parking, free 

or low cost bus passes, and van-pools. 

 

ANNEXATION 

 

13.8 Ensure that sustainable transportation linkages, public services, infrastructure, and 

commercial needs support the City’s mobility goals and are evaluated in proposed 

annexations. 
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Safety Element (2013) 

GOALS 

 Public Safety:  Protect life, property and public well-being from natural and human-caused hazards. 

 Community Resilience:  Promote community resilience through risk reduction, public education and emergency 

response planning and programs. 

 Hazard Risk Reduction:  Use the development review process to minimize public and private risk and minimize 

exposure of people and property to risks of damage or injury caused by natural and man-made hazards.  

 

Hazard Risk Reduction 

S7. Hazard Reduction.  Identify, evaluate and implement risk reduction measures during the development 

review and permitting process to reduce the effects of hazards to an acceptable level of risk.  Project design 

measures shall be implemented as applicable to avoid or reduce hazards and comply with associated 

regulations. 

S8. Information Resources.  Maps depicting areas affected by natural and human-caused hazards shall be 

maintained by the City.  These maps may be updated from time to time when new information regarding 

the location or severity of hazards becomes available. 

S9. Risk Evaluation.  Proposals for new development may be required to provide an evaluation of how natural 

and human-caused hazards may adversely affect the project, whether the project may create or exacerbate 

hazards, and to identify feasible measures to reduce hazard-related risk to an acceptable level. Required 

hazard evaluation reports are to be prepared and signed by a qualified individual acceptable to the City.  At 

its discretion, the City may require peer review of submitted reports.   

Factors to be considered in determining whether a risk evaluation is required include but are not limited to: 

a. Location of the project in relation to City hazard maps and other hazards information 

b. Potential for the project to exacerbate natural or human-caused hazards 

c. Potential for the project to be impacted by natural and human-caused hazards 

d. Potential severity of hazard-related impacts 

e. Intended use of the site or proposed structures 

f. Potential consequences should the project be affected by one or more hazards 

g. Federal, state hazard regulations, building code requirements, and recommendations of the Geology 

and Geohazards Master Environmental Assessment, Technical Report and Evaluation Guidelines and 

other similar regulations and guidelines. 

S10. Adaptation in Development. New public and private development or substantial redevelopment or reuse 

projects shall consider the useful life of proposed structures in conjunction with available climate change 

information, and incorporate adaptation measures in the location, siting, and design of structures. 

Possible Implementation Actions to be Considered 

S10.1. Adaptation Guidelines.  The City shall prepare adaptation guidelines for development projects, 

and provide available information about potential climate change hazards to developers. 

Geologic and Seismic Hazards 

S11. Fault Rupture.  Avoid placing new structures for human occupancy across or adjacent to active faults.  

a. Fault Setbacks.  Structures for human occupancy should generally be set back 50 feet from the location 

of an active fault as determined by a site-specific fault investigation.  This setback distance may be 

altered based on the recommendations of the site-specific fault evaluation.  

http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/civicax/filebank/blobdload.aspx?BlobID=38671
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b. Utilities that Cross Faults.  For linear utility infrastructure (e.g., water, sewer, gas pipelines) that must 

cross an active fault, appropriate safety measures shall be provided. Examples of appropriate safety 

measures include providing shut-off valves on both sides of the fault, motion sensitive shut-off valves, 

and/or appropriate structural engineering to accommodate anticipated levels of ground movement or 

surface warping.  

S12. Ground Shaking.  Reduce the effects of earthquake ground shaking through appropriate building design 

requirements for new buildings and retrofit measures for existing buildings.  

a. Minimize the Effects of Ground Shaking.  The City shall implement applicable building code 

requirements and the recommendations of site-specific soil and geologic investigations to minimize the 

effects of ground shaking on new development.  Building code requirements pertaining to essential and 

critical facilities (e.g., schools, emergency service facilities, and utilities) shall also be implemented to 

reduce earthquake-related hazards. 

b. Building Code Updates. The City will minimize ground shaking-related hazards to structures by 

continuing to review, amend, and adopt updated provisions of the California Building Code to 

incorporate and implement building design requirements. 

c. Unreinforced Masonry Buildings.  Implement existing building retrofit programs that address 

structural deficiencies in existing buildings that have the potential to result in significant safety hazards 

during earthquakes. 

Fire Hazards 

S34. Evacuation Routes.  Development projects located in the Extreme Foothill and Foothill High Fire Hazard 

Zones shall be evaluated to determine if the project would have the potential to substantially affect 

emergency evacuation.  A project would result in a substantial effect on evacuation if it would result in 

either of the following conditions: 

a. Physically interfere with evacuation capabilities.  A project could physically interfere with evacuation 

capabilities if it would reduce evacuation capacity by substantially decreasing the width of road or 

other access way, or result in the closure of a road or access way.   

b. Add substantial additional evacuees to routes with limited capacity.  A project could substantially 

reduce evacuation capacity if it would add a considerable amount of traffic to probable evacuation 

routes that do not meet current Fire Department roadway or access standards; or add a considerable 

amount of traffic to probable evacuation routes in relation to roadway capacity and evacuation traffic 

volumes reasonably expected to be generated by existing development in the project area.   

S37. Fire Hazard Reduction Design Requirements.  Project designs shall adequately address fire hazard, 

providing for appropriate site layout; building design and materials; fire detection and suppression 

equipment; landscaping and maintenance; road access and fire vehicle turnaround; road capacity for 

evacuation; and water supply.  

S39. Defensible Space.  Require that defensible space be provided around existing and proposed development 

projects located in high fire hazard areas in accordance with the Wildland Fire Plan, or as recommended by 

the Fire Department. 

S40. Vegetation Management.  Vegetation management programs to reduce fire fuel loads, as well as project-

related landscape and maintenance plans, shall protect and preserve environmentally sensitive habitat areas 

(ESHAs) and balance fire risk reduction benefits with possible aesthetic, habitat, and erosion impacts.  

Potential effects resulting from fuel management activities shall be avoided or reduced as feasible. 

S41. Fire Prevention and Creek Restoration.  Coordinate fire prevention and vegetation management activities 

with creek and riparian resource protection by developing and implementing Best Management Practices 

for vegetation/fuel management operations conducted within and adjacent to creek corridors.  
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Flood Hazards 

S46. Development in Flood Hazard Areas.  The potential for flood-related impacts to health, safety, and property 

may be reduced by limiting development in flood-prone areas.  New development or redevelopment located 

within a designated 100-year floodplain shall be required to implement appropriate site and structure 

designs consistent with regulatory requirements that minimize the potential for flood-related damage, and 

shall not result in a substantial increase in downstream flooding hazards.  



 



RELEVANT MISSION CANYON COMMUNITY PLAN GOALS, POLICIES & 

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
 

 

GOAL LU-MC-1: Ensure that development does not exceed the availability of adequate services and infrastructure to 

provide for public health and safety within an area with limited ingress and egress. 

 

Policy LU-MC-2: The County shall recognize that the Mission Canyon Plan Area is a constrained community with respect to 

fire hazard, parking and circulation, flooding and drainage, wastewater and geology, and hillsides and topography and shall 

require that future development is adequately served by existing services and infrastructure. 

 

GOAL LU-MC-2: Protect the semi-rural quality of life by encouraging excellence in architectural and landscape 

design. Promote area-wide and neighborhood compatibility and protect residential privacy and public views. 

 

GOAL LU-MC-3: Maintain an environment where the relative quiet of the community is a recognized value. 

 

Policy LU-MC-4: The public shall be protected from continuous noise that could jeopardize health and welfare. 

 

DevStd LU-MC-4.1: Stationary equipment, such as air conditioning units, pumps, and generators, that could generate noise 

exceeding 65 dB(A) at property boundaries, shall be shielded to Planning and Development’s satisfaction. 

 

GOAL PDR-MC-1: In the aftermath of disaster, the Mission Canyon  Community should be rebuilt so that it can 

survive a future natural disaster with minimum loss of life and property while maintaining and enhancing its 

character and charm. 

 

Action PDR-MC-2.1: The County and Mission Canyon community shall establish a plan to develop additional ingress and 

egress routes to and from Mission Canyon that can be used in an emergency. 

 

GOAL FIRE-MC-1: Maximize effective and appropriate prevention measures to reduce wildfire damage to human 

and animal life, property, and the Mission Canyon ecosystem. 

 

Policy FIRE-MC-3: Fire hazards in the Mission Canyon Plan Area shall be minimized to reduce the cost and need for 

increased fire protection services and to protect natural resources. 

 

Action FIRE-MC-3.6: The County shall encourage homeowners to investigate converting overhead power lines to 

underground facilities throughout Mission Canyon for the purpose of fire hazard reduction. 

 

Action FIRE-MC-3.7: The County shall encourage homeowners to retrofit existing homes to use fire resistant materials, such 

as fire resistive roofing or other buildings materials required in the current California Building Code.  

 

Policy FIRE-MC-5: Conditional uses, including new construction and increases in intensity of use, shall not significantly 

contribute, individually or cumulatively, to the existing deficiency in roadway evacuation capacity from the Mission Canyon 

Plan Area. For new, amended, or revised Conditional Use Permits that include temporary events, the County shall consider 

the following measures as part of the required Fire Protection Plan in the conditions of approval: 

 Annual special event calendar coordination between institutional uses within and adjacent to the Plan Area (County 

and City); 

 A traffic management program for all events that have the potential to exceed the existing supply of visitor parking 

spaces. Offsite parking for temporary events shall not occur on adjacent residential streets and parking for shuttle 

buses shall occur outside the Plan Area; and 

 A maximum attendance number for any single event during the County Fire Department declared High Fire Season. 

 

DevStd FIRE-MC-5.1: Development shall comply with the County Fire Department’s development standard for two separate 

access roads unless the County Fire Department waives/modifies the requirement and documents finding(s) for the 

waiver/modification based upon substantial evidence that public safety will not be compromised. 

 

EXHIBIT G
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GOAL PRT-MC -1: Protect and provide public recreational opportunities for residents and visitors, including 

maintaining access and multi-use trails. 

 

Policy PRT-MC-1: The County shall ensure that trails provide users with a recreational experience appropriate to the quiet, 

semi-rural nature of the area. The Trail Siting Guidelines (Appendix A) shall be consulted when designing and constructing 

trails. 

 

DevStd PRT-MC-1.1: Development adjacent to off-road trail easements shall include setbacks and, where appropriate, 

landscaping to minimize conflicts between use of private property and public trails. Where feasible, new structures shall be 

sited at least 50 feet from the edge of trail easements. 

 

DevStd PRT-MC-1.2: On-road trail development design shall maximize road shoulder width to separate trail users from 

vehicular traffic. 

 

DevStd PRT-MC-1.3: Trailhead parking shall be sited and designed to minimize disruption to existing neighborhoods and 

shall not impede emergency vehicle access. 

 

Action PRT-MC-1.4: The County shall investigate all obstructions to existing dedicated public trails and public park property 

and take appropriate action to remove any such obstructions. 

 

Action PRT-MC-1.5: All opportunities for public trails within the designated trail corridors identified on the Parks, 

Recreation, and Trails (PRT) map shall be protected, preserved, and provided for where feasible during review and upon 

approval of development and/or permits requiring discretionary approval. County Public Works Department shall consult 

with the County Parks Division prior to issuing any encroachment permits for on-road development, such as driveways along 

road shoulders, with current or proposed trails. 

 

Action PRT-MC-1.6: The County shall actively pursue acquisition of interconnecting usable public trails within designated 

trail corridors through negotiation with property owners for purchase, exchange for surplus County property as available, or 

acceptance of gifts and other voluntary dedications of easements. 

 

GOAL CIRC-MC-1: Achieve safe roadways and improve pedestrian and bicycle passage, while maintaining the 

community character and aesthetic qualities of Mission Canyon. 

 

Policy CIRC-MC-1: Land use and densities shall reflect the desire of the community to maintain local roads and intersections 

within acceptable capacities and levels of service. The County shall balance the need for new road improvements with 

protection of the Plan Area’s semi-rural character. 

 

DevStd CIRC-MC-1.1: All road development shall be designed to respect the Plan Area’s environment and semi-rural 

character. 

 

Policy CIRC-MC-2: Safe pedestrian pathways are encouraged within the County public road right-of-way (ROW). 

 

Policy CIRC-MC-3: The County shall coordinate with the City of Santa Barbara to seek grants and other funding sources to 

design and implement a plan to improve multimodal access and safety for residents and visitors traveling between Mission 

Santa Barbara, Rocky Nook Park, Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, and local schools and neighborhoods within 

and adjacent to the City/County boundary at Mission Canyon Road, in accordance with the streetscape plan for the Scenic 

Corridor (see Action VIS-MC-3.2). 

 

Improvement plans for this roadway shall include, but not be limited to, an evaluation of the following issue areas: 

 Traffic patterns and on-street parking generated by special events at Mission Santa Barbara, the Santa Barbara 

Museum of Natural History, and the Santa Barbara Woman’s Club; 

 Unpermitted encroachments into the public road ROW; 
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 Dual purpose pedestrian trails/emergency vehicle turnout zones in appropriate locations, including the southbound 

segment of Mission Canyon Road and Los Olivos Street for use in an emergency evacuation with the aid of traffic 

control; 

 Improvements to the Mission Creek bridge; and 

 Historical resources evaluation by the City and County Historic Landmarks Commission/Committee. 

 

Action CIRC-MC-3.1 The County shall collaborate with the community and City of Santa Barbara to improve multimodal 

connections between Mission Santa Barbara, Rocky Nook Park, Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, and local schools 

and neighborhoods adjacent to the City/County boundary at lower Mission Canyon Road and Los Olivos Street, consistent 

with the historical and scenic nature of this area. 

 

DevStd CIRC-MC-3.2: Development on properties adjacent to public roads shall require removal or relocation of any 

unpermitted structures in the County road ROW or conduct other applicable measures such as trimming or moving vegetation 

back from edge of pavement to provide space for the County to construct future emergency turn out zones, pedestrian 

pathways, or other public road improvements referenced in this Community Plan to the extent allowable in the existing 

County road ROW. Development on State Route 192/Foothill Road shall be referred to Caltrans for input and determination 

on road frontage improvements, driveway sight distance, and encroachment permit policies to meet state highway standards. 

 

DevStd CIRC-MC-3.3: The cumulative impacts of discretionary development on roadway capacity and LOS shall be 

considered during the permit review process. Projects which would cause traffic to exceed acceptable capacities and LOS 

shall refer to the Community Plan’s standards for determination of project consistency to ensure that roadways and 

intersections continue to operate at acceptable levels. 

 

Action CIRC-MC-4.1: The County shall coordinate with the City of Santa Barbara to monitor the intersection of Mission 

Canyon Road and Mountain Drive. If the intersection exceeds acceptable County and City LOS thresholds for unsignalized 

intersections, the County and City shall conduct a Traffic Signal Warrant Analysis. Before a traffic signal is approved, the 

County and City shall consider alternatives to traffic signal control and conduct public workshops, consistent with Policy 

CIRC-MC-4. Due to the proximity of this intersection to the Mission Canyon Scenic Corridor and the City’s El Pueblo Viejo 

Landmark District, a proposed traffic signal should be reviewed by the County Historic Landmarks Advisory Commission 

and City Historic Landmarks Commission. If a traffic signal is approved by the City and County, the County shall enter into 

an agreement with the City to fund its fair share cost of the intersection signal design and installation. 

 

Policy CIRC-MC-5: Mature landscaping within and adjacent to the road ROW is aesthetically valuable to the community and 

shall be preserved and maintained to the extent that it does not compromise public safety, impede pedestrian pathways, or 

interfere with applicable County or Caltrans sight distance standards. 

 

Policy CIRC-MC-6: Stone bridges and sandstone culverts are considered major architectural elements in the preservation of 

the semi-rural character of the community and shall be protected and maintained. 

 

Policy CIRC-MC-7: Project consistency with the Mission Canyon Community Plan Circulation Element section shall 

constitute a determination of project consistency with Land Use Development Policy 4 (Land Use Element) with regard to 

roadway and intersection capacity. Per Land Use Development Policy 4, a project may be denied or reduced in density if 

adequate resources are unavailable. Project applicants shall assume full responsibility and cost for required improvements. 

 

Policy CIRC-MC-8: The minimally acceptable LOS on roadway segments and intersections 

under County jurisdiction in the Plan Area is LOS B. Exception to this policy is Mission Canyon Road south of Foothill Road 

– LOS C is acceptable. 

 

Action CIRC-MC-8.1: The County shall regularly monitor traffic volumes on Mission Canyon Road between Foothill Road 

and Mountain Drive. If average daily traffic volumes approach Level of Service D (80% of Design Capacity) and if the 

unsignalized intersections approach LOS D in this segment (V/C 0.81 or lower), the County shall prepare a plan for design 

changes, spot widening, intersection improvements, or other measures to improve traffic flow. Improvement plans for this 

roadway shall consider the historic and scenic value of this roadway and design features to accommodate higher traffic 
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volumes generated by temporary events at the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History and the Santa Barbara Woman’s 

Club. 

 

GOAL CIRC-MC-2: Provide an efficient and safe circulation system with adequate access for emergency vehicles and 

safe emergency egress for residents and visitors. 

 

DevStd CIRC-MC-10.1: All new landscaping and hardscape within and immediately adjacent to the ROW shall be consistent 

with the continued use and availability of the ROW for its intended use. No landscaping or hardscape shall be planted or 

constructed within the ROW without an encroachment permit. 

 

GOAL CIRC-MC-3: Adequate parking shall be provided for occupants, guests, and Plan Area visitors, without 

increasing surface storm water runoff, to reduce onstreet parking to the maximum extent feasible. 

 

Action CIRC-MC-12.3: The LUDC shall be amended upon Community Plan adoption to increase the required number of 

parking spaces for new dwelling units and specified additions to existing dwelling units in the R-1/E-1 zone districts from 

two to three spaces. 

 

GOAL PS-MC-1: Incorporate energy and water efficiency principles in the design and construction of new, 

remodeled, and rebuilt structures. 

 

Policy PS-MC-1: The County shall encourage developers and homeowners to incorporate green building techniques into 

new, remodeled, and rebuilt structures, to the greatest extent feasible. This can be achieved, in part, through continued 

promotion of the incentives and design expertise available to property owners through such programs as the Innovative 

Building Review Program or equivalent programs. 

Action PS-MC-1.1 The County shall encourage homeowners to upgrade existing homes for energy efficiency by promoting 

programs such as emPower Santa Barbara 

County (www.empowersbc.org), or any other incentive programs such as those provided by non-profits, government 

agencies, and utility companies. 

 

DevStd PS-MC-1.2: Mission Canyon Residential Design Guidelines-Green Design Guidelines should be incorporated as part 

of development proposals to the maximum extent feasible. Energy conserving designs and/or techniques are encouraged, 

including but not limited to: 

 Energy efficient and low-emission residential water and space heaters; 

 Heat transfer modules in furnaces; 

 Solar panels; 

 Passive solar cooling/heating; 

 Natural lighting; and 

 Energy efficient appliances and lighting. 

 

Policy PS-MC-2: Development in Mission Canyon shall incorporate water efficient design, technology, and landscaping. 

New or expanded water service connections shall be subject to the City of Santa Barbara’s water conservation standards. 

 

DevStd PS-MC-2.1: Landscape plans shall include appropriate water-conserving features as applicable to comply with the 

state’s Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance. Projects that require new or expanded water service connections from 

the City of Santa Barbara shall submit to the County an approved Application for Water Service Commitment showing 

compliance with City Landscape Design Standards for Water Conservation. 

 

DevStd PS-MC-2.2: Projects that require new or expanded water service connections from the City of Santa Barbara shall 

submit to the County an approved Application for Water Service Commitment showing compliance with City interior water 

conservation fixtures standards. 
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Action PS-MC-2.3: The County shall encourage homeowners to retrofit existing landscaping and outdoor irrigation and 

install residential water-saving devices by promoting rebates and other programs available for existing homes on the 

WaterWise Santa Barbara website (www.sbwater.org). 

 

GOAL BIO-MC-1: The native and created biological diversity of Mission Canyon is an important asset that shall be 

protected, preserved, and enhanced. 

Policy BIO-MC-1: Environmentally sensitive biological resources and habitat areas shall be protected and, where 

appropriate, enhanced. 

 

Policy BIO-MC-2: The following general criteria are used to determine which resources and habitats in the Mission Canyon 

Plan Area are identified as environmentally sensitive: 

 Unique, rare, or fragile communities that should be preserved to ensure their survival in the future; 

 Habitats of rare and endangered species protected by state and/or federal law; 

 Outstanding representative natural communities that have values ranging from particularly rich flora and fauna to an 

unusual diversity of species; 

 Specialized wildlife habitats that are vital to species survival; 

 Areas structurally important in protecting natural landforms that physically support species (e.g., riparian vegetation 

protecting stream banks from erosion, shading effects of tree canopies); 

 Critical connection between separate habitat areas and/or migratory species routes; and 

 Areas with outstanding educational values that should be protected for scientific research and educational uses now 

and in the future, the continued existence of which is demonstrated to be unlikely unless designated and protected. 

 

Policy BIO-MC-3: The following biological resources and habitats, as identified and generally described by the Community 

Plan, shall be presumed to be “environmentally sensitive,” provided that the biological resource(s) or habitat(s) present on a 

project site satisfy one or more of the criteria listed in Policy BIO-MC-2. These resources and habitats shall be identified on a 

Mission Canyon Community Plan Environmentally Sensitive Habitat (ESH) Land Use and Zoning Overlays map to the 

extent that their general or specific locations are known: 

 Habitats containing Nuttall’s scrub oak or other special status animal or plant species or rare natural communities; 

 Central and Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest and Woodland; 

 Coast Live Oak Woodland and Forest; 

 California Sycamore Riparian Forest; 

 Coast Live Oak/Olive Riparian Woodland; 

 Central Coast Arroyo Willow Riparian Forest; 

 Wetland Habitats; and 

 Native grasslands or other habitats with understory dominated by native grass species. 

The scale of the Land Use and Zoning Overlays map precludes complete accuracy in the mapping of habitat areas. In some 

cases, the precise location of habitat areas is not known and is therefore not mapped. In addition, the migration of species or 

discovery of new habitats may result in the designation of new areas, or site-specific reviews may indicate different habitat 

designations. As new information becomes available, 

Planning and Development will periodically update the boundaries of the designations. Where proposed development could 

impact ESH present on site, a biological report prepared by a County-approved biologist shall be required. The report shall 

follow the County and California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s most current guidelines as determined by Planning and 

Development. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-3.2: The process for delineating the exact boundary of the ESH occurs during an application for 

development. New areas of ESH that meet the criteria listed in Policy BIO-MC-2 and are identified through the biological 

review process but are not currently mapped shall be considered ESH. Areas that were mapped ESH but do not meet the 

criteria listed in Policy BIO-MC-2 shall not be considered ESH. Boundaries of mapped and unmapped ESH shall be 

confirmed on a site-specific basis by a County-approved biologist based on a site visit during the permit review process, and 

shall be precisely shown on all development plans. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-3.3 Development shall be required to include the following ESH buffer areas: 

http://www.sbwater.org/
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 Creeks and streams, including steelhead critical habitat streams–50 feet as measured from the geologic top of creek 

bank. 

 Central and Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest and Woodland, Coast Live Oak/Olive Riparian Woodland, 

California Sycamore Riparian Forest, and Central Coast Arroyo Willow Riparian Forest–50 feet from edge of 

canopy. 

 Coast Live Oak Woodland and Forest–25 feet from edge of canopy. 

 Habitats containing Nuttall’s scrub oak or other special status animal or plant species or rare natural communities–

25 feet minimum, full extent to be determined on a case-by-case basis. 

 Wetland Habitats–50 feet from edge of wetland habitat. 

 Buffer areas from other types of ESH shall be determined on a case-by-case basis. 

These buffer areas may be adjusted upward or downward on a case-by-case basis given site-specific conditions, such as 

slopes, biological resources, and erosion potential, as evaluated and determined by the County. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-3.4: Where development cannot be sited to avoid ESH, development in ESH and ESH buffer areas shall be 

designed and carried out in a manner that protects the sensitive habitat areas to the maximum extent feasible. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-3.5: Development proposed within areas zoned with the ESH-MC Overlay Zone shall be subject to the 

applicable regulations and permit requirements contained in the LUDC ESH-MC Overlay Zone regulations. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-3.6: Development shall be sited and designed at an appropriate scale (size of main structure footprint, size 

and number of accessory structures/uses, and total areas of paving, motor courts, and landscaping) to avoid disruption and 

fragmentation of biological resources in ESH areas, avoid or minimize removal of significant native vegetation and trees, 

preserve wildlife corridors, and minimize fugitive lighting into ESH areas to the maximum extent feasible Where appropriate, 

development envelopes and/or other tools shall be used to protect the resources. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-3.7: For existing structures in any zone district located within designated ESH or ESH buffer areas, 

structural additions shall be designed to minimize ground disturbance to protect the ESH resource to the maximum extent 

feasible. Site design and appropriate scale of the addition shall conform to the following guidelines: 

1. Second-story additions should be encouraged as a design alternative to avoid ground disturbance, subject to approval by 

the Board of Architectural Review and in compliance with the Mission Canyon Residential Design Guidelines. 

2. Where an existing structure is located only partially inside an ESH or ESH buffer area, additions should be located on 

those portions of the structure located outside or away from the ESH or ESH buffer area. 

3. Where the structural addition cannot avoid significant ESH or ESH buffer areas, a biological assessment may be required 

to determine the location of the addition that will result in the least disruption to the ESH. 

4. Where the structural addition cannot avoid the ESH or ESH buffer areas, restoration or enhancement of the ESH resource 

may be required to offset the increased area of disturbance. Restoration or enhancement shall be contained in a Restoration 

Plan prepared by a County-approved biologist and approved by Planning and Development. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-3.8: Development on parcels entirely within ESH shall be subject to the following development standards. 

1. All permitted development and uses, including structures, roadways, landscaping, and agricultural uses, shall be clustered 

in one contiguous area to avoid fragmenting the habitat. 

2. Development shall be located adjacent to existing access roads and infrastructure to avoid fragmenting the habitat. 

3. If impacts to ESH are greater than 0.5 acres, restoration of degraded natural habitat shall be a minimum 2:1 ratio. For 

impacts less than 0.5 acres, enhancement (e.g., invasive species removal) of onsite adjacent ESH shall be required. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-3.9: All construction activity, including but not limited to staging areas, storage of equipment and building 

materials, and employee vehicles, shall avoid disturbance to the ESH and ESH buffer areas. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-3.10: Public trails shall be sited and designed to avoid or minimize impacts to ESH, areas of steep slopes, 

and/or highly erosive soils. Proposed trail routes should be surveyed and re-routed where necessary to avoid sensitive 

species, subject to final approval by Planning and Development and the Parks Division. 
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DevStd BIO-MC-4.1: Fuel modification for defensible space within ESH and ESH buffers shall maintain the habitat’s 

structural integrity and ecological functions that physically support species (e.g., stream bank stabilization, erosion control, 

water quality, shading effects of tree canopies). 

 

Action BIO-MC-4.2: The LUDC shall be amended upon Community Plan adoption to: (1) regulate and provide criteria for 

the removal of vegetation and mature native trees in designated ESH; (2) identify activities that are exempt from permits, in 

addition to other existing permit review provisions and policy; and (3) provide new definitions as needed to clarify criteria. 

The intent of the permit exemption is to allow for compliance with state and local defensible space regulations while 

protecting ESH. Activities requiring permits and exempt activities shall be detailed in the LUDC. Exempt activities shall not 

involve any grading or use of heavy equipment within riparian areas. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-4.3: To the extent feasible, fuel modification practices involving mature oaks and other native trees shall be 

limited to removing dead trees and materials, proper pruning, mowing the understory, and limbing up the branches. Unless 

permitted or required by the County Fire Department (see DevStd FIRE-MC-2.1), fuel modification practices shall not 

normally result in the removal or substantial risk of loss of protected, mature, healthy oaks or other native trees. 

 

Policy BIO-MC-5: Landscaping for development shall use appropriate plant species to ensure compatibility with and 

preservation of sensitive resources. Property owners are encouraged to remove existing non-native flammable or invasive 

exotic species and replace them with non-invasive, native, fire resistant varieties. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-5.1: Development requiring a landscape plan should use only non-invasive, fire resistant species (see 

firewise garden examples listed in Appendix E). Plants listed on the most recent California Invasive Plant Council (Cal IPC) 

Invasive Plant Inventory and Undesirable Plant Species listed in Appendix E shall not be included in any landscape plan for 

new development. 

 

Policy BIO-MC-6: Native trees shall be protected to the maximum extent feasible. A “native protected tree” is at least six 

inches in diameter (largest diameter for nonround trunks) as measured 4.5 feet above level ground (or as measured on the 

uphill side where sloped). Native trees found in Mission Canyon area include, but are not limited to, coast live oak (Quercus 

agrifolia), western sycamore (Platanus racemosa), California bay (Umbellularia californica), bigleaf maple (Acer 

macrophyllum), white alder (Alnus rhombifolia), and California black walnut (Juglans californica).  Non-native trees that 

provide nesting habitat or cover shall be protected to the maximum extent feasible. A “non-native protected tree” has a 

biological or ecological function (i.e., it provides nesting habitat or cover) and is at least six inches in diameter (largest 

diameter for non-round trunks) as measured 4.5 feet above level ground (or as measured on the uphill side where sloped).  If 

it is determined by Planning and Development that tree removal cannot be avoided, removed trees shall be relocated or 

replaced onsite to the extent feasible provided the relocated or replaced trees can be accommodated in a location and manner 

that does not conflict with defensible space clearance requirements. Native tree replacements should be propagated from 

onsite or nearby specimens. 

 

Policy BIO-MC-7: Natural stream corridors shall be maintained in an undisturbed state to the maximum extent feasible in 

order to protect water quality, protect banks from erosion, enhance wildlife passageways, and provide natural greenbelts. 

“Hardbank” channelization (e.g., use of concrete, riprap, gabion baskets) of stream channels or corridors shall be prohibited, 

except where it has been demonstrated that no other method for protecting existing habitable structures or infrastructure in 

the floodplain is feasible and where such protection is necessary for public safety or to protect existing habitable structures 

(existing habitable structures and infrastructure shall be as of the Community Plan adoption date). Where hardbank 

channelization is required, the material and design used shall be the least environmentally damaging alternative and site 

restoration on or adjacent to the stream channel shall be required, subject to a Restoration Plan. 

 

Policy BIO-MC-8: Native riparian vegetation, including trees, shall be protected as part of a stream or creek development 

buffer. Public or privately initiated restoration of degraded riparian areas shall be encouraged. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-8.1 Development shall be setback a minimum 50 feet from the geologic top of bank of any stream or creek 

or outside edge of riparian vegetation, whichever is greater. Buffer areas may be adjusted upward or downward on a case-by-
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case basis given site-specific conditions such as slopes, biological resources, and erosion potential, as evaluated and 

determined by the County. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-8.2: The stream or creek buffer area shall be indicated on all site and grading plans. All ground disturbance 

and native vegetation removal shall be minimized in the buffer area to the maximum extent feasible. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-8.3: When activities permitted in stream corridors would require removal of native riparian vegetation 

and/or non-native invasive vegetation, no herbicide use shall occur within a 15-foot wide exclusion zone at the top of creek 

bank, on the creek bank, or in the creek bed. Herbicide use in the creek channel shall be reviewed with the California 

Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and shall be of materials approved for aquatic use and conducted in accordance 

with a site-specific Revegetation/Restoration Plan prepared in consultation with a County-approved biologist. 

Revegetation/restoration with local native plants shall be required, obtained from seed and rootstock from the Mission Creek 

watershed or, if not available, from the South Coast (Gaviota to Rincon Creek) watershed, in order to protect local native 

plant genetics. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-8.4: No structures shall be located within a stream corridor except (1) public trails that would not adversely 

affect existing habitat, (2) flood control projects where no other method for protecting existing habitable structures in the 

floodplain is feasible and where such protection is necessary for public safety or to protect existing habitable structures 

(existing habitable structures shall be as of the Community Plan adoption date), and (3) other development where the primary 

function is for the improvement of fish and wildlife habitat. Development within a stream corridor shall require a biological 

assessment prepared by a County approved biologist with steelhead experience according to current County and/or CDFW 

guidelines and shall otherwise incorporate the best mitigation measures to minimize any negative impacts to the greatest 

extent feasible. 

 

Policy BIO-MC-9: Existing and potential critical habitat for the Southern California steelhead trout on Mission and 

Rattlesnake creeks shall be protected. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-9.1: Development activity involving road construction, bridge construction, bridge replacement, stream 

bank restoration, and/or culvert removal or installation that requires ground disturbance in or within 250 feet of ephemeral, 

intermittent, or perennial streams and creeks, and associated riparian vegetation shall require a biological assessment 

prepared by a County-approved biologist with steelhead experience according to current County and/or CDFW guidelines 

and shall be subject to all applicable permit requirements of the CDFW, the National Marine Fisheries Service, and the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-9.3: Any modification (e.g., reconstruction of existing bridges or in-stream aprons) to existing (as of 

Community Plan adoption date) manmade barriers to fish passage (as identified in the Mission Canyon Community Plan 

Supplemental Biological Resources Assessment, located on file in Planning and Development) shall include improvements to 

allow enhanced fish passage in accordance with all applicable permit requirements of the CDFW, the National Marine 

Fisheries Service, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

 

Action BIO-MC-9.4: The County should coordinate with the City of Santa Barbara and other appropriate entities to seek 

funding to prepare and implement plans to restore fish passage within the upstream reaches of Mission and Rattlesnake 

creeks. 

 

Policy BIO-MC-10: Development proposals that include rezones, major conditional use permits, subdivisions, or 

development plans and that could have significant impacts on steelhead habitat shall require site-specific mitigation. 

 

Policy BIO-MC-11: Where sensitive plant species and sensitive animal species are found pursuant to the review of a 

discretionary project, efforts shall be made to preserve the habitat in which they are located to the maximum extent feasible. 

For the purpose of this policy, sensitive plant species are those species that are listed as endangered or threatened by the 

CDFW and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), plants protected as rare under the Native Plant Protection Act, or those 

that appear on List 1B of the California Native Plant Society’s Inventory of Endangered Vascular Plants of California. 

Additional species of local concern may be considered if the biological report indicates such is warranted. Sensitive animal 
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species are those listed as endangered, threatened, or candidate species by the CDFW and the FWS, and those considered to 

be species of special concern by the CDFW pursuant to the most recent statewide list maintained by that agency. 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-11.1: Development shall not interrupt major wildlife travel corridors and linkages. Typical wildlife 

corridors include, but are not limited to, riparian habitats, streams and floodplains, and unfragmented areas of grassland and 

oak woodland. If a wildlife corridor is identified in the Plan Area by a County-approved biologist during the biological 

review process, it shall be indicated on all development plans. 

 

Action BIO-MC-11.2: Planning and Development should develop and maintain a database of known wildlife corridors in the 

Plan Area. 

 

Policy BIO-MC-12: Development shall include provisions to minimize impacts to special status animals and nesting birds 

protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). 

 

DevStd BIO-MC-12.1: When special status animal species are found on or near a site during biological review for projects, 

or if the project may affect nesting birds protected under the MBTA, the applicant shall submit to the County a mitigation and 

monitoring plan that details protections to be implemented for identified species during project construction and 

development. The plan shall include compensatory habitat mitigation, if applicable. The mitigation plan shall contain the 

following elements: 

 Pre-construction surveys (including nesting bird surveys); 

 Project avoidance and/or minimization measures, including work window restrictions; 

 Methods to avoid individual species and allow them to leave the site on their own, along with exclusionary measures 

to prevent individual species from returning to the work area. If avoidance does not work, include a species removal 

and relocation plan in compliance with the federal Endangered Species Act and California Fish and Game Code for 

the handling and relocation of listed species; 

 Worker environmental training; 

 Onsite biological monitoring; 

 Habitat protective measures, such as buffer area fencing, spill prevention, sedimentation and erosion control 

measures, and trash containment guidelines; 

 Minimization measures to avoid the introduction and establishment of non-native species; 

 Revegetation plans for temporary impacts to significant habitat areas using native species; and 

 A compensatory mitigation (on or offsite habitat preservation, enhancement, or creation) plan, if the County 

determines that significant habitat areas used by special status animal species will permanently be impacted. 

 

GOAL FLD-MC-1: Minimize flooding and drainage problems in Mission Canyon. 

 

Policy FLD-MC-1: Flood and drainage risks shall be minimized through appropriate design and land use controls. 

 

Policy FLD-MC-2: Erosion of soils and movement of sediment into natural and manmade drainages shall be minimized 

during construction activities. 

 

DevStd FLD-MC-2.2: Drainage outlets into creek channels shall be constructed in a manner that causes outlet flow to 

approximate the general direction of natural stream flow. Energy dissipaters beneath outlet points shall be incorporated where 

appropriate and shall be designed to minimize erosion and habitat impacts. 

 

DevStd FLD-MC-2.3: Excavation and grading for development shall be limited to the dry season of the year (normally April 

15th to November 1st), unless allowed by the 

ESCP and all measures therein are in effect, in accordance with the County Grading Ordinance. 

 

GOAL FLD-MC-2: Protect stream corridors from sedimentation, pollutants, or other impacts of upstream 

development. 
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Policy FLD-MC-3: Impacts to the Mission Creek watershed from development shall be minimized through site design and 

onsite management of storm water to the maximum extent practicable. 

 

GOAL GEO-MC-1: Protect public health, safety, and welfare by preserving hillside and watershed areas. 

 

Policy GEO-MC-1: Hillside and watershed areas shall be protected to the maximum extent feasible to avoid adverse geologic 

impacts and to preserve watershed 

function. 

 

DevStd GEO-MC-1.1: Development, including grading, shall be prohibited on natural and manmade slopes greater than 

30%. In areas of unstable and/or highly erosive soils, on sites that are on or adjacent to faults, landslides, or other geologic 

hazards, or in any case where development is proposed in areas where the slope is 20% or greater, the County shall require 

site-specific geologic and/or geotechnical investigation(s) by a qualified professional (e.g., professional geologist, 

geotechnical engineer, engineering geologist). Where applicable, measures recommended to avoid or mitigate geologic 

hazards shall be incorporated into the proposed development in a manner that avoids or minimizes any potential adverse 

effects of such measures (for example, hillside scarring). Potential subdivisions shall demonstrate all areas for feasible 

building sites and access on less than 20% slopes. 

 

DevStd GEO-MC-2.1: The shape, height, and grade of any cut or fill slope shall be developed to blend with existing contours 

and scale of the natural terrain as follows: 

1. Natural stream channels shall be maintained wherever possible. 

2. The angle of the graded slope shall be gradually adjusted to the angle of the natural terrain. 

3. Graded slopes shall be concealed with new vegetation wherever possible, and revegetation of those slopes with firewise 

plantings shall be required. 

4. The toe and crest of any slope in excess of 10 feet vertical height, excepting the toe of any slope within 25 feet of a 

dwelling, shall be rounded with vertical curves of radii no less than 5 feet and designed in proportion to the total height of the 

slope. Any manufactured slope bank in excess of 10 feet vertical height shall have variable gradients. 

5. Where cut and fill slopes of more than three feet are created, a detailed landscape and irrigation plan shall be prepared.  

 

Policy GEO-MC-4: Development shall be sited and designed to minimize the potential for geologic hazards, including but 

not limited to, seismic, soil, or slope hazards. 

 

DevStd GEO-MC-4.1: Structures shall be prohibited within 50 feet of an active or potentially active fault. All structures shall 

be built according to Uniform Building 

Code Seismic Zone 4 standards or such other standards as may be in effect. 

 

GOAL HA-MC-1: Preserve and protect historically significant landscapes, County Places of Historic Merit, County 

Historic Landmarks, and other cultural, archaeological, and historical resources in Mission Canyon. 

 

Policy HA-MC-1: Archaeological resources shall be protected and preserved to the maximum extent feasible. 

 

Policy HA-MC-2: Historical resources shall be protected and preserved to the maximum extent feasible. 

 

Policy HA-MC-3: Traditional cultural, historical, and spiritual sites of concern to the 

Chumash Indians shall be protected and preserved to the maximum extent feasible. 

 

Action HA-MC-3.1: The County, Chumash representatives, and community should work together to ensure appropriate tribal 

access to traditional cultural, historical, and spiritual sites while still respecting the rights and privileges of private property 

owners. 

 

GOAL VIS-MC-1: Protect the visual and aesthetic resources of Mission Canyon, including public views of the 

mountains and ocean and the quality of the nighttime sky. 
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Policy VIS-MC-2: The nighttime sky of Mission Canyon shall be protected from excessive and unnecessary light associated 

with new development and redevelopment. 

 

Action VIS-MC-2.1: The LUDC shall be amended upon Community Plan adoption to include Mission Canyon in the existing 

outdoor lighting regulations (section 35.30.120). The “Outdoor Lighting Regulations for the Mission Canyon Community 

Plan Area” shall apply unless superseded by a countywide outdoor lighting ordinance. 

 

GOAL VIS-MC-2: Protect the visual and aesthetic value of gateway roads, stone walls, and other scenic portions of 

the Plan Area roadways. 

 

Policy VIS-MC-3: In recognition of the special character, history, and appeal of Mission 

Canyon, in particular Mission Canyon Road and adjacent properties from Rocky Nook Park to the intersection with Foothill, 

this area shall be designated as the Mission Canyon Scenic Corridor” and all plans for new or altered buildings and structures 

shall be subject to the Mission Canyon Scenic Corridor Overlay development standards. 

 

Action VIS-MC-3.1: The LUDC shall be amended upon Community Plan adoption to apply a Mission Canyon Scenic 

Corridor Overlay with specific development standards to protect the Mission Canyon Scenic Corridor. 

 

Policy VIS-MC-3.2: The County shall coordinate with the City of Santa Barbara, area nonprofit institutions, and residents to 

seek grants and other funding sources to design and implement the Phase II streetscape plan for the Mission Canyon Scenic 

Corridor, coordinated with multimodal access and safety improvement plans (see Policy CIRC-MC-3). 

Aesthetic considerations for the streetscape plan could include the following programs: 

 Design and materials for paths, crosswalks, and streetscape features; 

 Protection of existing stone walls and other historic features; 

 A signage plan; 

 Landscaping recommendations; and 

 Undergrounding utilities. 

 

Action VIS-MC-3.3: The County shall encourage homeowners investigate converting overhead power lines to underground 

facilities along scenic roads in Mission Canyon. 

 

GOAL VIS-MC-3: Maintain and enhance the aesthetic qualities of the community in all aspects of residential 

development and landscaping. 

 

Policy VIS-MC-4: Development shall be sited, designed, and scaled to be compatible with neighborhood character, to protect 

visual resources, and to respect site constraints such as steep slopes. 

 

DevStd VIS-MC-4.1: Development, including houses, roads and driveways, and accessory buildings shall be sited, designed, 

and scaled to be compatible with and visually subordinate to significant natural features such as major rock outcroppings, 

mature trees and woodlands, drainage courses, visually prominent slopes, and hilltops and ridgelines. 

 



 



 

HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

April 23, 2014 

 

 2559 PUESTA DEL SOL  
 Assessor’s Parcel Number: 023-271-003 

 Application Number:  MST2014-00116 

 Owner:  Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 

 Applicant:  Suzanne Elledge Planning and Permitting Services 

 Engineer:  Flowers & Associates, Inc. 

(Proposed Master Plan for the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History to carry out the 

following improvements anticipated in the next 15 years: improved accessibility and ADA 

compliance; full renovations to the Marine Paleo Exhibit Hall and restrooms, including an 82 

square foot addition; replacement of the butterfly exhibit; rehabilitation of Gould Hall; relocation 

of trash and recycling; new fencing; enhancements to existing outdoor activity areas; landscape 

improvements; native habitat restoration; mechanical equipment upgrades; and interior repairs to 

existing buildings.  The project includes Planning Commission review and annexation of parcels 

023-250-039, -066, and -068.) 

 

(Comments only; project requires environmental assessment, Planning Commission and 

City Council review.) 

 

Time: 3:58 p.m. 

 

Present: Suzanne Elledge, Agent, SEPPS 

Luke Swetland, President and CEO 

Walter Schacht, Architect, Schacht Aslani Architects 

Susan Van Atta, Landscape Architect, Van Atta Associates, Inc. 

Susette Naylor, Architect, Thompson Naylor 

 

Public comment opened at 4:39 p.m. 
 

Virgina Guess, local resident and SBMNH member, spoke in support of the proposal. 
 

Public comment closed at 4:41 p.m. 

 

Motion: Continued two weeks with comments: 

1. This is what Santa Barbara is about: taking precious architectural resources, 

recycling and improving them.  The concept is wonderful and supportable.  The 

stewardship environmentally, historically and structurally is appreciated. 

2. This Master Plan is superb and supportable.  The project scope has great merit. 

3. The Compatibility Analysis criteria are ready to be made. 

4. The Commission would like to be involved and kept informed as the project 

progresses as a way to supplement the Urban Historian’s review/approval of 

any changes to the plan that may require addendums to the HSSR for CEQA 

review. 

5. The new deck and handrails need further study to be sympathetic to the site:  

The detailing, materials, handrails, and how the existing asphalt (that is to 
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remain) will be hidden are of concern.  Study making the deck look less of an 

alien feature and made to be more as part of the site. 

6. Details of the butterfly exhibit need further development; i.e., the sandstone 

entry and exit structures. 

7. Study making the butterfly exhibit more natural in its form and appearance. 

8. Restudy the metal tree form of the netting support at the butterfly exhibit that 

may not need to or want to emulate a tree.  Perhaps it should look like what it is 

intended to be (that is, for support) rather than artificial trees. 

9. Study the new window on the Marine Paleo Exhibit Hall west elevation to be 

more traditional in its size and composition:  The detail where the window was 

recessed would be more appropriate if the stucco is curved under.  It would also 

be more successful if the window was the full width of the opening. 

10. The awnings should be larger. 

11. Study the sandstone wall north of the butterfly exhibit on Sheet A-5.12 as it 

may need to be more sympathetic to the Spanish building behind. 

12. Study the connection of the delivery drop-off area to the main entrance through 

the stegosaurus wall, including the paving area. 

13. Study the end treatment of penetration of the stegosaurus wall. 

14. Study whether the complete historic (stegosaurus) wall can be retained. 

Action: Sharpe/Mahan, 6/0/0.  (Murray/Shallanberger/Winick absent.)  Motion carried. 
 

 

May 7, 2014 – DRAFT Minutes 
 

 2559 PUESTA DEL SOL  
 Assessor’s Parcel Number: 023-271-003 

 Application Number:  MST2014-00116 

 Owner:  Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 

 Engineer:  Flowers & Associates 

 Applicant:  Suzanne Elledge Planning and Permitting Services 

(Proposed Master Plan for the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History to carry out the 

following improvements anticipated in the next 15 years: improved accessibility and ADA 

compliance; full renovations to the Marine Paleo Exhibit Hall and restrooms, including an 82 

square foot addition; replacement of the butterfly exhibit; rehabilitation of Gould Hall; relocation 

of trash and recycling; new fencing; enhancements to existing outdoor activity areas; landscape 

improvements; native habitat restoration; mechanical equipment upgrades; and interior repairs to 

existing buildings.  The project includes Planning Commission review and annexation of parcels 

023-250-039, -066, and -068.) 

 

(Second concept review for Compatibility Analysis criteria.  Comments only; project 

requires environmental assessment, Planning Commission and City Council review.  The 

project was last reviewed on April 23, 2014.) 

 

Actual time: 2:41 p.m. 
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Present: Dr. Pamela Post and Timothy Hazeltine, Historical Consultants 

Suzanne Elledge, Applicant, SEPPS 

Susan Van Atta, Landscape Architect, Van Atta Associates, Inc. 

Daniel Gullett, Project Planner 

 

Staff comment:  Mr. Gullett requested that the Commission comment on the proximity of the 

proposed creekside terrace to the top-of-bank of Mission Creek. 

 

Public comment opened at 2:44 p.m. 
 

Kellam de Forest, local resident, commented on the property proposed to be annexed.  He reported 

that the Mission Canyon Association that met the night before is not fully in support of the 

annexation. 
 

Public comment closed at 2:46 p.m. 

 

Commissioners Murray and Winick disclosed that, although were not in attendance during the last 

review, they reviewed the video and the draft minutes. 

Motion: Continued indefinitely to the Planning Commission with the following 

comments: 

1. There are no concerns with the location of the creekside terrace with respect to 

the Mission Creek top-of-bank, but would like the Creeks Advisory Committee 

to weigh-in. 

2. The applicant shall provide an exhibit showing the view from the delivery drop-

off area to the creek with a simulation of the creekside terrace. 

3. The treatment of the creekside terrace could possibly be more natural (i.e., 

wood versus stone). 

4. Provide an arborist report addressing the asphalt impact to significant existing 

trees. 

5. Continue to study the removal of the asphaltic concrete.  A more natural 

material would be more appropriate. 

6. The surcharge potential to the existing stone wall was acknowledged; however, 

there are ways to mitigate surcharges. 

7. The Commission has reviewed the proposed project and Compatibility 

Analysis Criteria have been generally met for this project (per SBMC 

22.22.145.B. and 22.68.045.B.) as follows: 

a) The proposed development project’s design complies with all City 

Regulations and in general consistency with El Pueblo Viejo Landmark 

District Guidelines. 

b) The proposed design of the proposed development is compatible with the 

distinctive architectural character of Santa Barbara and of the particular 

Neighborhood surrounding the project. 

c) The proposal does not change the size, mass, bulk, height, or scale of the 

development; therefore, compatible. 
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d) The design of the proposed development is appropriately sensitive to 

adjacent City Landmark/designated historic resources, historic sites or 

natural features and poses no threat or negative impact. 

e) The public views of the mountains and natural setting are greatly enhanced 

by the removal of the previous proposal. 

f) The design of the proposed development includes and appropriate amount 

of project open space and landscaping.  The current proposal would enhance 

that experience. 

g) Carry forward the HLC comments to the Planning Commission. 

Action: La Voie/Winick, 8/0/0.  (Shallanberger absent.)  Motion carried. 
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