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February 14, 2014

Word of Life Santa Barbara
PO Box 634
Santa Barbara, CA 93102

Dear Mark Alvarado,

Our church family is committed to this community and has a responsibility to make a positive impact in
forging a better future for Santa Barbara. A proposal to name the West Side Neighborhood Center
after Mr. Louis Urzua is attached. Mr. Urzua was a pioneer whose legacy transcends ethnic, social
and geographical barriers. His many contributions and his dedication to our young people still resonate
today; as a testament of that you can see over 200 signatures attached.

It is with the utmost respect that we submit this request while meditating on the words of President
Abraham Lincoln, “a nation that does not honor it's heroes, will not long endure.”

Thanks you in advance for your consideration.

In His service,

iguel Montano
j@gmail.com
805.708.4397

Reaching People Touching Lives

www.wolsb.com
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anta Barbara residents take pride in their city and express a desire for
it to be safe and accessible to all residents. Part of Santa Barbara’s
charm and uniqueness is in its ability to pay homage to its history,
while embracing and applying innovation. It can be argued that the
city’s events like Old Spanish Days, holiday parades, and cultural festivals are
successes because they provide positive opportunities for residents to unite
and enjoy shared experiences. Unity and mutual understanding are the key
ingredients to a healthy community, and also the antidotes to community ills,

as gang activity.

Gang activity is a national problem from which Santa Barbara has not been
immune. The community-at-large is affected by gang activity directly in the
form of robbery and physical assault, and indirectly as news headlines

frequently report youth gang violence and the city’s efforts to address it.

As the city diligently works towards creating policies and programs to
concentrate on reactive and proactive gang interventions, residents have
identified renaming the Westside Community Center as one way to take a
stand against the polarizing nomenclature that gangs thrive off of while
simultaneously paying homage to the memory of spirit of Louis Urzua, a local
man who passionately promoted the education and empowerment of young

people, especially youth from ethnic minority backgrounds.

Louis Urzua (1927-1991) established himself as a primary agent in supporting
the positive development of young people in Santa Barbara. His passionate
dedication to youth was likely shaped by his experiences as a young person;
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having attended segregated schools in Carpinteria and then going to war in the

1940’s, Urzua’s life as a veteran was dedicated to seeking solutions to

inequality and supporting the education and dignity of young people.

In the 1960’s he helped form the non-profit community center, La Casa de la

Raza, which continues to be a resource center for young people and their

families. His dynamic
legacy also includes
time spent as a
counselor at local
schools, where he was
known to never keep an
office, because he saw a
need to reach young

people where they were

“Mr. Urzua was instrumental in
my early formation as a leader...
| unequivocally | can attest that | o
| would not be where | am today _ okt
if it wasn't for the amount of

. f time he invested mentoring me
| asayoung man..”

- Pastor Sergio De La Mora
Senior Pastor,
Comq_rg_t_o_n_e Church San Diego

at, whether that be in the hallways, streets, or their homes. Prior to his death in

1991, local news highlighted his tireless efforts to support Santa Barbara’s

youth. He was credited with supporting the positive development of

“impressionable [young people]” by “doing whatever it [took] to make sure

they [were] educated.” His methods were considered nonconventional by

many, but what was clear in the work he did, was that he understood if the

community needed youth to view themselves differently, the adults in their

lives needed to view them differently first. Given the pervasiveness of youth

gang violence in the Santa Barbara community, it appears that paradigm shift

is still in need, today.

Proposal: Louis Urzua Community Center
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The city of Santa Barbara established the neighborhood community centers to
house programming and events that improve the quality of life of those in
need, including youth and their families. The Westside Community Center,
located on Victoria St. and Castillo St., is in an area of the city that is in great
need. As we all can attest that area’s crime rate has increased over the years.
Unfortunately, a building with the name “westside” offers itself up to be a

polarizing agent and attracts negative attention.

The spirit of Louis Urzua was one of non-conventional, passionate efforts to

support young people. The same students he worked to serve during the

9
X X —_— 1960’s through
- S - 1990’s, are the
B W e “DUrINg My teenage years Mr.
el Tl rzua served as a positive role ™ same students
: SR mode! and father figure to
¥ myself and others in my school. who continue
- - He always inspired us o believe il
R e in ourselves and motivated us to be in need
=B W to excel in life.”
> IR S today.
%« U - Alisa Esau , .
Honolulu Hawaii | Renaming the
a- . X5 ¥ center to
acknowledge

Urzua’s legacy will facilitate change by eliminating the use of polarizing
nomenclature, and by bringing attention to Urzua’s approach to empowering
young people with education and self-respect so that they can be an asset to

themselves and to their community.
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g the War at Home

Urzua has been

at getting the word
out, forcing parents,
teachers, and
students to listen to
the things they do
not want to hear.

value and selfworth is in the
home. Unforunately, these
days many parents do not take
the time to it dewn with their
kids, or according to Urzua;
“They wanl more dollars than
kida.” This i not a monolithic
deficiency, but one prevalont

though T hes caused 3
siow Gown. he does i resen
£ par the tirn his Be has
ek dmtially be dod thenik =
wag s, untd he sow those
him who were yoonper =d
had vet 10 bve ther bees
Hence, he has oome 1n aooept
along with his familv.
whatever may cone

not about these th

vancer, that have ;

proven o be ,
—AxToiserre Ty
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Proposal to rename the Westside Community Center
Support new beginnings and reclaim the vision of youth advocate Louis Urzua
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