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CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 
 
 PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT 

 
 
 

 
AGENDA DATE: April 24, 2013 
 
TO: Parks and Recreation Commission 
 
FROM: Jill Zachary, Assistant Parks and Recreation Director 
 Pat Kelly, Assistant Public Works Director/City Engineer 
 
SUBJECT: Ballot Measure to Authorize MacKenzie Park Land Exchange 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That Commission receive a staff report regarding a proposed ballot measure for the 
November 2013 City Election authorizing the City Council to approve an exchange of 
land between the City and the Federal Government, United States Corps of Engineers, 
Asset Management Division.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
In 1956, the City acquired land for MacKenzie Park from the Federal Government 
(USA.) At about the same time, the U.S. Army began the development of the Army 
Reserve Center. Subsequently, in 1961 - 1964, the City and USA negotiated two 99-
year lease agreements, which allowed the City to widen State Street (14’ wider) along 
the frontage of Army Reserve Center and the City to change the property lines adjacent 
to MacKenzie Park to accommodate the development of the Army Reserve Center. The 
City and USA considered the nearly similar lease areas to have equal value. (See 
attachment 1 – Vicinity Map, and Attachment 2 – Assessors Plat Map) As a term of the 
lease agreement, the City and USA intended for the City to process a ballot measure for 
the purpose of obtaining voter approval for the exchange of the lease areas in fee title. 
Following voter approval, (See Attachment 3 – 5/27/63 Council Agenda Report) it was 
intended for the City and USA to exchange deeds transferring fee ownership of the 
lease areas. For unknown reasons, the ballot measure was never put on the ballot. 
However, in 1969 (See Attachment 4 – City Attorney memorandum) an explanation was 
given to simply maintain the condition until there was a future need for resolution. Since 
the USA recently indicated their intent to sell the property, it is now appropriate to move 
forward with the ballot measure.  
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DISCUSSION: 
 
The ballot measure is tentatively scheduled for City Council consideration on May 14, 
2013.  Staff will be recommending that the City Council adopt a resolution 
acknowledging the various City obligations set forth in the 99-year leases with USA and 
to authorize the placement of a ballot measure seeking voter approval for the land 
exchange on the 2013 November ballot. The ballot measure would declare the leased 
portion of MacKenzie Park excess real property eligible for exchange and authorize the 
exchange of the identified land between the City and the Federal Government. 
 
Before presenting the City Council with a recommendation to prepare a ballot measure 
seeking voter approval for the land exchange, staff is seeking a favorable 
recommendation from the Parks and Recreation Commission. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 1) Vicinity Map – MacKenzie Park 
 2) Plat Map Casa Loma Tract 
 3) May 28, 1963, and May 14, 1963 Council Action 
 4) October 27, 1969 City Attorney memorandum 
 
PREPARED BY: Pat Kelly, Assistant Public Works Director/City Engineer/sk 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Jill Zachary, Assistant Park and Recreation Director 
 
APPROVED BY: Nancy Rapp, Park and Recreation Director 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 


