CITY OF SANTA BARBARA

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION REPORT

AGENDA DATE: May 28, 2008

TO: Parks and Recreation Commission
FROM: Recreation Division, Parks and Recreation Department
SUBJECT: After School Sports Program Report

RECOMMENDATION: That the Commission hear a presentation about the Youth After
School Sports Programs.

DISCUSSION:

Introduction/Background

As part of the Recreation Division reorganization in FY 05, the responsibility for youth
sports leagues was transferred to the Sports Section. By transferring youth sports
leagues to the Sports Section, it has allowed more participants to become involved in the
program that might not have been enrolled in either the RAP or A-OK Programs. In
addition, it has allowed the Sports Section the opportunity to hire a coaching staff whose
background was specifically in coaching. This has provided the participants a better
opportunity to learn the fundamental skills necessary to excel in their individual sport(s).

Since its inception, the After School Sports Program has been a fee-based program,
although more than $10,000 was awarded in scholarships annually these last few years.
In FY 08, in response to community concerns about youth violence, the City Council
allocated $35,000 from the General Fund to fund this program in its entirety, allowing all
participants to join the program free of charge. As a result of this change, many more
youth have participated in this quality sports program.

This school year, the Sports Section facilitated the After School Sports Program at the City
of Santa Barbara’s 10 elementary school sites for youth in 2" — 6™ grades. Teams and
students from schools outside the Santa Barbara School District were also encouraged to
participate in the sports program. Those that did paid the program fee to participate.

The After School Sports leagues offered this school year included flag football (fall),
basketball (winter), and a new program — soccer (spring). Practices and games were
played at local elementary school fields and courts. Transportation to games was provided
to some teams via Parks and Recreation youth buses. Although league games were
played at local school fields, playoff games were played at Santa Barbara City College’s
gym and football stadium. This exciting addition gave these elementary students a “birds-
eye view” of what going to college might be like. In addition, girls in 4™ — 6" grade had the
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