
17.20.005 Slip Assignment Policy. 
 
 A. PURPOSE. 
  1. Generally.  The purpose of the Slip Assignment Policy is to provide regulations for the 
primary purpose of the Harbor, which is to provide in-water storage for commercial and recreational 
vessels actively used for their intended purpose.   
  2. Limited Secondary Use.  As a limited secondary use, a slip permittee may be permitted to 
reside aboard a vessel by obtaining a permit from the Waterfront Department pursuant to the Santa 
Barbara Municipal Code. 
 B. SLIP RENTAL AGREEMENT. 
  1. Slip Permit.  Before any vessel is allowed in a Slip in the Santa Barbara Harbor, a permit 
must be issued pursuant to the Santa Barbara Municipal Code for that vessel by the Waterfront 
Department.  Slip Permits, as approved by the Waterfront Director, shall be for month-to-month 
terms.  Slip permittees shall comply with applicable ordinances and resolutions, including fee 
provisions, adopted by the Santa Barbara City Council.  No such Slip Permit shall be transferable after 
death of the slip permittee or by inheritance.  A Slip Permit may, however, be assigned to a deceased 
slip permittee’s surviving spouse or domestic partner registered with the City Clerk in accordance 
with Chapter 9.135 of the Santa Barbara Municipal Code pursuant to Section 17.20.005.D.2 b herein. 
2. Ownership of Vessel Required.  A slip permittee must at all times have an equity ownership 
interest in the vessel assigned to the Slip Permit. 
   a. Proof of Ownership Required.  An equity ownership interest in a vessel must be 
demonstrated at the time a Slip Permit is issued to a slip permittee or transferred in accordance with 
Section 17.20.005.D herein by submitting any of the following documents to the Waterfront 
Department: (i) State vessel registration listing the prospective slip permittee as an owner, (ii) federal 
documentation listing the prospective slip permittee as an owner or, (iii) a notarized bill of sale in the 
name of the prospective slip permittee.  If proof of vessel ownership is a notarized bill of sale, a fully 
completed state registration or federal documentation with all slip permitttees listed as vessel owners 
must be provided to the Waterfront Department within ninety (90) days of the submittal of the Slip 
Permit application.  The Slip Permit shall be subject to termination if proof of ownership is not 
provided to the Waterfront Department within ninety (90) days. 
   b. Permitted Types of Ownership.  Corporations, limited liability corporations, 
partnerships, non-profit organizations, trusts, governmental agencies or individuals may own vessels.  
If a vessel is owned by an entity other than an individual, non-profit organization or governmental 
agency, the Slip Permit applicant(s) or slip permittee(s) must submit to the Waterfront Department 
either a partnership agreement or articles of incorporation which establishes that each slip permittee is 
either a general partner or an officer of the entity with the authority to legally bind the ownership 
entity.  If the vessel is owned by a governmental agency or non-profit organization, the agency or 
organization must designate in writing a representative from the agency or organization who will be 
responsible for all aspects of the Slip Permit.  Changing the name of the person so designated shall 
require payment of a slip transfer fee pursuant to Section 17.20.005.D herein, unless waived by the 
Waterfront Director. 
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