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Parking Map Crash Course
Here are some tips to make it a little easier to update the map information.

[image: ]
Figure 1, basic map information
· Map Sub Category: Currently all the existing lots are set up in the system, but if you need to add a new location select Parking Lots: Parking Lot from the drop down.
· Map Entry Name: This field specifies the lot name and cross street split by the | character.
· Text before the |: This text goes before the N spaces left text on the map display.
· Text after the |:  This text goes after the spaces left on a new line, if the | is omitted then all the text goes before N spaces left.
· Telephone: The text you enter here gets displayed with a special link so that mobile devices know to open the phone dialer.
· Parking ID: This matches the id from the parking data base and should not be changed.
· Description: Free form text area to add details about the parking lot.
Positioning the Marker
When you first enter the map admin page you are in Marker Mode, see Figure 2 below, the Marker button is disabled and the Find Marker is active, use the Find Mark button to center the map on the marker. 
Marker Mode allows you to position the map marker on the map.
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Figure 2, the physical address marker mode.
You can position the location of the map marker by: 
1. Changing the physical address
2. Altering the values in the lat and long boxes.
3. Dragging the marker on the map.
Adding Entry Arrows
Clicking the Polygons Button places you in Poly Mode, see figure 3 below, to go back to Marker Mode click the now activated Maker button.
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Figure 3, Polygon Mode.
Note you can free form draw entry arrows on the map, but for consistence of look we have created predefined arrows in the following standard orientations:   
North:  ‘n*’
North East:  ‘ne’
East: ’e*’
South East:  ‘se’
South: ‘s*’
South West: ‘sw’
West: ‘w*’
North West: ‘nw’
Adding a New Arrow
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Figure 4, Poly Details Form
1. Click the New button, this brings up the Poly Details form.
2. Enter a descriptive name in the Name text box.
3. Select Parking Arrow from the style drop down.
4. Uncheck Clickable.
5. Click Update, the pop up disappears and a starting point flag appears on the map, Figure 5
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Figure 5, Starting Point Flag

Click on the map to draw a poly line as a starting point for your arrow master work, Figure 6.
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Figure 6, Starting poly line

Click the pencil icon [image: ] to go to rubber band mode, Figure 7.
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Figure 7, The line in Rubber band mode

Click the line icon [image: ] to enter filled mode, Figure 8. Notice the polygon automatically draws the final line from the end to start pointers. 
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Figure 8, Filled / Polygon mode
Notice the end of each line has a solid red circle [image: ], If you can click and hold down the mouse button with you can drag the point around.
Single Clicking on a solid red circle will delete the point and create a single line.

Notice that each line has a blue empty circle [image: ], Clicking on this with your mouse will split the line into two new lines 
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Figure 9, New lines created by draging the blue circles

With some practice and some artistic skill you can draw some very complex polygons.
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Figure 10, example of programmer art when it comes to polygons on the public facing map.


How to use the predefined arrow definitions 
1. Go back to your lot in the admin.
2. Zoom in the map so the polygons are easy to see.
3. Enter Polygon Mode, by clicking the polygon button.
4. Select the polygon arrow you want to convert to a predefined arrow, by either clicking it or using the select box, the selected polygon will have color will others will go grey.
5. Click the Edit button.
6. Click the Options button, to bring up the Poly Details form.
7. Edit the Name field so that the first two characters match the predefined char codes listed above, in this case we want a South West arrow so we enter sw, figure 11.
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Figure 11, South West 2 character prefix.
Note that:
a) The character codes only take effect on the public facing map and not in the admin, we suggest that you draw a rough arrow as a place holder.
b) The point of the arrow corresponds with the starting point of the shape you draw.
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Figure 12, the end result aka “ridding yourself of the tyranny of programmer art”.
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