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YOUR ASSESSMENT DOLLARS PROVIDE FOR:   
Vegetation Management Projects • Defensible Space I nspections • Chipping/Brush Removal  

Public Education & Outreach • Vegetation Road Clear ance 
Customer Service & Compliance Support • Hotline 805 -564-5737 

%�
�
	�����������
	�������
��������������������������	��������

���������
��������������������
	�������
����������	������
	�����������	�������	���

�����
�
	������	��������)������1��
�����
�
	���������
����
�����������

2�����	��
��
������
�
	���
"$���%�
�
	��&���������-���,�����

������
���������������

���������������



�

 ������

������������ !���"�#�����""�����#��$%!��
 

�

�

3������
�	��������������'������	����������
Lower Riviera March 5 

Sycamore Canyon/Las Alturas March 12 

Eucalyptus Hill March 19 

Las Tunas March 26 

San Roque/Ontare             April 9 

Las Canoas April 23 

Sheffield/Parma May 7 

Westmont/Circle May 21 

Coyote Road May 29 

West Mountain June 11 

 

Put your vegetation out on roadways no sooner than two weeks  and no later than the day of  your 
scheduled chip week (second passes will not be made). 

 

Please refer to the map of chip areas below. For further detail visit our website or call us at 965-5254�
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The City of Santa Barbara Fire Department 

offers voluntary inspections of your prop-
erty to ensure that your home is protected.  

During a major wildland fire the majority of 
homes lost are not engulfed by the fire front.  

They are lost when fire embers find a weakness in 
your home and start a small fire that can lead to total loss.  
 

Santa Barbara is known for its extreme fire weather and signifi-
cant structure loss, as demonstrated during the Sycamore Canyon, Paint, Tea, and most re-
cently Jesusita fires.  In a wind driven fire there is no guarantee that your home will survive, 
but we can strive to make each and every home as safe as possible. 
 

To date, we have provided over 350 Defensible Space Assistance Inspections with property 
owners throughout the WFSAD.  Each and every one of the homeowners that asked for an 
inspection walked away after the inspection with a safer home and more knowledge than be-
fore.  We continue to offer this valuable service to the community.   

������'%����,������&�������'�����&�''�-./�/�/0 �

������� !���"�#����(%���
�����
· The City’s “Defensible Space Clearance Requirements” mandate the 

clearance of flammable vegetation from any structure and public or 
private street that is on or that boarders your property.  

 

· The requirements for defensible space vary based on your wildland 
fire hazard zone.  

 

· There are two high fire hazard zones within the WFSAD;  
 - Extreme Foothill Zone - 150 feet of defensible space is required.  
 - Foothill Zone - 100 feet of defensible space is required.  
 *See our website for defined zones. 
 

If your property is not in compliance with the City of Santa Barbara  
Municipal Code, Chapter 8.04, at the time of inspection you will be  
issued a warning and your property will be re-inspected.  
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Effective fire prevention measures can keep fire from starting and  
reduce hazards that threaten you and your neighbors property. 
 

The intent of defensible space clearance is not to promote the indis-
criminate clearing of land. It is possible to create defensible space and 
retain the visual beauty, privacy and environmental health of your prop-
erty. The Fire Department urges you to learn more about wildfire and 
what you can do to prepare for it.  
 

For questions about how to make your home compliant with these re-
quirements or for more information on wildfire preparedness, evacua-
tion and community involvement please contact the Fire Department.  
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FIRE LOVES FUEL… 
It does not care if it is natural vegetation or par t of a home. 
It does not care if it is yours, ours, theirs, publ ic or private. 

�

• Homeowners • Families • Neighborhoods • Businesses • 
• Parks • Schools • City of Santa Barbara • 

 

Working Together for Fire Safety, Prevention, and P reparedness  
�
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Defensible Space is…. 

an area around your home or structure 

free of flammable plants and objects 

that creates a zone in which firefighters 

can operate safely in order to help  

protect a home during a wildfire. 
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Vegetation Management is the  
reduction of hazardous vegetation 

from canyons and open areas 
where unique hazards and risks  
exist that pose a significant fire 

hazard to the community.  
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Vegetation management is focused outside a property owners required defensible space. The 
2004 City Wildland Fire Plan has identified these Vegetation Management Units (project ar-
eas) within the assessment district. 
 

Each vegetation management unit requires the Fire Department to work with individual prop-
erty owners and neighborhoods to accomplish education, assist with fuel hazard reduction 
projects, protect natural resources unique to the area, and help outline maintenance pro-
grams.  By working in cooperation with multiple property owners, there is a greater impact on 
reducing the community threat from wildfire. 
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In addition to WFSAD funds, this years’ vegetation manage-
ment projects have utilized funding provided by a National 
Fire Plan grant from the Cooperative Fire Program of the 
U.S. Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, Pacific 
Southwest Region, through the California Fire Safe Council. 
 

This project involves reducing flammable vegetation on over 
50 acres throughout 4 project areas. Those areas include:  
 

¨ Las Tunas/Mountain Drive 
¨ Hillcrest Road/Franceschi Road 
¨ Coyote Road/Circle Drive/Westmont Road 
¨ Eucalyptus Hill Drive 
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Purpose: 
 

· Reduce the amount of flammable vegetation along roadways 
· Enhance evacuation during a wildland fire 
· Allow greater access for fire engines and equipment to respond during a wildfire 
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Santa Barbara City Municipal 
Code requires homeowners to 
make sure that vegetation on 
their property does not en-
croach onto adjacent roadways.  
 
This effort includes keeping 
evacuation routes clear of flam-
mable vegetation and thinning 
vegetation along the roadways. 
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Our website is a great place to find links to fire safe landscaping, exotic pest plants,  
defensible space clearance requirements, and current events. Check the web for  
upcoming community projects and updates on what is happening in the WFSAD.  

www.SantaBarbaraCA.gov/WFSAD 

"�#������������������


� '�'����������%���������������������(�����&��

�""	�� �
)2,���1C�
 �    �  
���    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 
 �    � �

�
K�������������
�
��������������������
K���������������������
������
��
��������
����
-
����
�	����
�	�����	������
+����
����
�	��F��������
�	�����������
������
���	� ������
����
�����
������
����	��������
���������
���������	���� 	�������
E������	�����'���������������
������	�
���
3������
�	�����������������
#�	������@8���	������
� �����@H�; ����������������	����������
	��
������������� �
-������������������<�
	���� �

��
�"��
	 �
)2,���1C�
 �    �  
���    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    � �

��
/�����+������
$
����������������	���
,���'������������	��@F= �������	���
�	���
.�(����������	���	����������'��
+����(���
�����	���7���
�������������:���������
��� �����	��C,!�����	������
%
	������������	����
���@���	�����������
,�������������	�	�������
�����
�
	��
-��'���	������������������	�	"�������
���������
��� �	�������������
����������
���������
���
7
���������
�����	
���������������
�	�������������� ����:�
A������������
�����	���������������
��������������H 8�������������
A��
��	���������'��������������
����(�
	��
������L� �������
�	����	�
A��
��	�
������
	'�����
	�������
	����	�
�
�	�
A�
	����������	�����������������������	��������	��� ��	�����
$������
������
	
���@8����������
�	�� �

(	�	��$:�	�� �"	 �
)2,���1C�
 �    �  
  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    �  
 �    � �

��
+�������������������
�����	������	��	������	�7�
��� ������	����	����
	��
	��:��
��
	����
�	�����
����	�
����������#�	��7H8"98"?8"@88"@98��: �
+����
������������������ �
-����������������<�
	���� �
,��������
��������<������@FH������
���������������� ����� �
,���
	��������	���������	�����������������	�� �
+����������������������	���������
��������;�������� �����	��������������������
�����
���
���	��������� �
$������
��������
	
����@8���������������	�������
	� �
+����������������������������������� �
,������
�	�������	��������	������	� �
B&E���	'�����������������
���������
���@8���
	����� �
����
�	��

�����
�
�����
����
��
����
�������		�����
������
��������������������������	����
������



�

�

Blog Us! 
http://wfsad.blogspot.com/ 

Santa Barbara 
County Fire History 
Year Fire Name Acres 

Homes 
Lost 

1971 Romero 14,538 4 

1977 Sycamore 805 234 

1977 Hondo 10,000 0 

1979 Eagle 4,530 5 

1990 Paint 4,900 524 

1993 Marre 43,864 0 

2002 Sudden 7,160 0 

2004 Gaviota 7,440 1 

2007 Zaca 240,207 0 

2008 Gap 9,445 0 

2008 Tea 1,940 238 

1964 Coyote 67,000 100+ 

1955 Refugio 84,770 Several 

2009 Jesusita 8733 80 
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Wildfire has always been a part of the Santa Barbara Community. The chaparral 
environment has adapted over millions of years with fire as a part of its ecosystem. 
Current and past fire exclusion and suppression policies have resulted in a large 
accumulation of vegetation throughout the foothill area. When wildfire burns in these 
areas, it burns with increased intensity and severity. As vegetative growth and  
development continues in our urban wildland interface areas, there is an increased 
potential for loss of life, structures and resources, both natural and economic. It is 
only a matter of time until the next wildfire occurs. 
 

Preparation for the next wildfire requires you to take personal responsibility  to 
protect yourself, your family, and your property. Many property owners feel that a 
fire truck will be there to protect their property. During a major wildfire there will not 
be enough firefighting resources available to defend every home. Consequently, the 
most critical person in preparing and protecting your life and property is not the  
firefighter, but you , the property owner.  
 

Fire is part of our environment. Our 
brush covered hills, canyons and 
forests burned periodically long  
before homes were built here.  
People have moved into this  
environment, and many of us have 
built and landscaped with no 
thought of wildfire. Today’s wildfires 
burn fast and seasonal hot dry 
winds drive fires even faster,  
making them impossible to control.  
 

This newsletter should be used by 
homeowners, within the WFSAD, 
as a tool to aid individual wildfire 
preparation efforts. 
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City of Santa Barbara 
Fire Department 
925 Chapala Street 
Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
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