APPROVAL OF WILDLAND FIRE SUPPRESSION ASSESSMENT DISTRICT

SANTA BARBARA, CA – 7/12/2006 – The City of Santa Barbara, Fire Department is pleased to announce City Council’s approval of the Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District.  This assessment district, which was decided by mailed ballots to all property owners within the foothill high fire hazard areas, was supported by a weighted 52.77% of ballots returned.  

The Wildland Fire Suppression Assessment District will provide consistent funding for additional wildland fire services in the foothill areas high fire hazard areas to reduce the severity and damage from wildland fires. 

The proceeds from the assessment will go towards:

Expansion of the vegetation road clearance program to cover all public roads within the foothill high fire hazard area in the Foothill and Extreme Foothill Zones. Expanding this program will reduce fuel, enhance evacuation routes, and decrease fire response times.

Implementation of a defensible space and fire prevention inspection and assistance program for all properties in the foothill high fire hazard area in the Foothill and Extreme Foothill Zones.

Implementation of a vegetation management program in the foothill high fire hazard area in the Foothill and Extreme Foothill Zones.

For more information please contact the City of Santa Barbara Fire Department at 965-5254.
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